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Whitley is Eleded
Chairman of MFDP

By MIKE HIGSON

(s..« C,.."pondont)

JACKSON, Miss.-The Missis-

members of the mili- sippi Freedom Democratic Party

tant Black Liberators and two (MFDP) elected a new chairman

SNCC leaders. During his testi- a.d new members to an expanded

mony, this exchange took place: executive committee, in a state

Judge: "What do you understand by convention here January 5.

'Uncle Tom'?"
Hard y ."

Th t ' I ' U I The Rev. Clifton Whitley, chaplain of
.a a me. m an nce bl k II . W tP . M . hTom" ' a ac co ege In ea olnt, laB.. w 0

B . h .d th t h .ran against Senator Eastland in 1966,
.cause e sal a speec ea gIven .

at a raIl h S t b 7 takes over as chaIrman from Laurence

y ere on ep em er were. ..

" I.nflamro t " II h d t d th Guyot. ThIs IS the flrat leadershIp change
a ory. po ce a arres e e ..six and h ed th .th I wf I withIn the MFDP sInce the party was

a bl c Barg d eHm dw~ t unl a u established In April, 1964. (Mr. Whitley
ssem y. as. on ar y a est mony. ..they were convicted of violating both a IS at member of the SCEF board of dl-

t t t t t d . d .rec or..)
s a e a a u e an a cIty or Inance.On January 2. appeal. of both con- Once the darling of Iiberals, and for a

victions were heard. Again, Hardy tlm~ ~he prototype for "grass-roots" ~r-
was the prosecution's main witness. ganlzlng, MFDP has ceased to be quIt.
But defense attorneys produced a tape so novel. so moderate. Nor has It kept
recordin" of all but one of the speeches JOHN McCLELLAN the po~itlcal pace It set In !9~4 .an~ 1966,
-and, somehow, most of the "in- when It challenged the MIssIssIppI dele-
tlammatory" statements that Hardy M CI II p H 0 gation to the Democratic National Con-

described were not on it. C e an ostpo n
es ea r l n " 0 vention an~ the. seating of Mississippi's

Now two judges-one to rule on the ~, representatIve" In the 89th Congress.

city's charge, the other, on the state's-
SC 0 11 h II ° .MFDP's failure to accept ~he ~oropro-

are pondering the discrepancies and mIse seating plan ~t A~lantlc CI~y was

waiting for written arguments from the EF WI C a enge Committee the .tart of the rIft wlt~ the lIberals.

attorneys. A ruling is expected in a few (By a..« C,..o,pondont' Yet the MFDP has survIved and has

months. WASHINGTON, D.C.-The appearance of Alan and Mar- largely set the priorities for much of the

The episode showed how determined garet McSurely before the McClellan Committee of the U.S. Sen- orl(a.nizln.g in the state's black com-

local authorities are to stop the Black ate has been reset for March 4. It will be at 10 :30 a m. in Room mumty sInce 1964. Liberators. ' .The fact that M,SSISSIppl now has a

...3802, New Senate Office Building. Demoeratic Party structure loyal to

The Liberatorfl were organized last The hearing was originally set for January 14 but was postponed until the national party can be traced to

July. Charles Koen. the leader of the February 25 on January 7, as oppo.ition began to huiJd. People all over the the 1964 challenge and to the MFDP's

group and-one of thesix-meil-arreBted --Un-8We. -.e writmg-aM~theie--~-~a..Jo\ln --Pl.sence irr-the-delegation whl"h last
described their goal.' ' McClellan of Arkans.s, urging tflemto cancel the inquiry. On January 22. August succes.fully challeaged the

"We thought in term. of how we could it was postponed a second time. re"ulara.

most serve the black community. We McCle~lan apparent.l~ delayed the McS\lrelys' appearance. In order to try The Loyalists, as they are called, take

thought of a black political party to to consolIdate hls poalt,on. He had told the couple to brIng papers and in the NAACP, the MFDP, Hoddlng

work through electoral polities for Im- records covering their association with groups working for civil right". Charter III. editor of the Dslta Democrat

mediate gainA--and move to revolu- peace. an end of poverty. and student righto, Timeo, and groups like the Elks and

tionary politics if necessary. These groups included the Southern Conference Educational Fund Masons. They are now trying to get

"We also want to e.tablish a black (SCEF), for which the McSurelys have been working as organizers In recognition from the State as tho Demo-

economic base-and. third, a black de- Appalachia for two years. cratic Party, with all the advantage.

fenslve unit; a trained group of brothers, SCEF issued a sta:e.ment saying. that the delay of th~ hearing "means that flow from this status. The issue i.

to protect the black community and that we have the poSalblllty of wInnIng a flght agaInst thIs attack-but the likely to be resolved In court. They al-

themselves. Wc h"ve the basic concept of fight probably will be tougher." ready have what amounts to paper recog-

organizIng street brothers." SCEF's attorneys announced that they will challenge the committee in nition from the national party.

The Liberator., began to build a the U.S. courts on the ground that the documents demanded by McClellan MFDP's involvement in this alliance

paramilitary "tructure, with ranks, were Illegally seized. i. a tenuous one. Mrs. Fannie Lou

duties. and strict diacipline. Many young The .papers ~ere taken fro.m t~e ~cSurelys and Joe Mulloy: anoth~r Hammer, elected vlce-chairman, declared

people joined. Soon there was enough mountaIn organIzer, when ofllc,als In Pike County, Kentucky. raIded theIr at the convention: "It is time we went

community support for the Liberators to homes and arrested them on "edition charges in August, 1967. our own way. .time to change our

publish a paper every two week. with They and Anne and Carl Braden, executive directors of SCEF, were society In the way we see fit."
8,000 circulation. ' Indicted on charge. of trying to overthrow the government of Pike County On the other haud, Whitley. who at-

"We organize on a block level " Koen by organizing the poor people. tended the Loyalist convention two

said. "Our strongest thing Is a~ under- A special U.S. court killed the state sedition law but McClellan sub- months ago, "aid: "We will \vork with

(Continued on page 8) (Continued on page 4) (Continued on page 8)

Puts Black
on T rial
(0" Sta" Co"'.pond,nt)

Mo.-Detective Don-

(Sen. John McClel14n fe using the
pow.r of the old McCarthy Com-
mittee of th. Senote to attack
movements for chang. in America.
Who ie he and what ie hie recordl
Thie article aU.mpte to answer
the.. questio )

John Little McClellan, at 72 fourth-
ranking U.S. Senator. is in the twilight
year. of a spectacular congressional
caresr that span. the administration. of
.ix presidents.

He succeeded Joe McCarthy as chaIr-
man of the Permanent Investigations
Subcommittee of the Committee on Gov-
ernment Operations-a post he has held
ever since.

Hi. power throuKhout his career has
been'11.ed aKainot the poor, the black,
tbe intellectual. the workinK man-in
.bort, a"ainst all those out.ide the big
power eircles of America.

He Is consistently described as a per-
son of restrained warmth; his relations
with other senators are seidom more
than cordial. He is a Puritan, a stern
Baptist who is fond of quoting the Bible.

He is not an enormously wealthy man,
for a powerful politician-but he has
taken care of himself quite well. He is
an avid boxing fan, a devotee of Western
movies, an omnivorous reader of detec-
tive stories. He spends many hours in
front of the TV set; hls favorite pro-
grams are "Dragnet" and the "FBI."

He is a consummate investigator, a
grim inquisitor, who has conducted more
than 90 investigations In 12 years.

McClellan was born in Sherldan, Ark.,
on February 25, 1896. His father had
been a farmer, a schoolteacher, a country
editor and then a lawyer and dabbler in
politics. According to McClellan'a own
biographical statement, he started read-

ing law at the age of 12 with hi. father,
and continued for fIve years. This i. all
the legal training he ha. had.

His father persuaded the legislature to

Research by Bob Analavage, Jack Minnis
and Mike Hig-on

pa.. a special law permitting young John
to take the bar examination when he
was 17, making him the youngest lawyer
in America; the procedure was not un.
usual for the times.

He moved to Malvern, Ark., in 1919
and .et up a law practice. In 1927 he
was elected prosecuting attorney to the
Seventh Judicial Circuit of Arkansas. He
ran for Congress in 1934 and was elected
to the House.

An examination of hi. voting record
for the four year. he was a member
of the House reveal. general support

for New Deal poli"iea. ex"ept where
they "oolli"ted with the moneyed in-

ter.ats in Arkanaas.
He ran for the Senate unsu""essfully

in 1938 and "harged he was defeated by
"50,000 eaptive votes of the W.P.A." In
1942 he ran for the Senate again, tbia
time su"cessfully, and has been there

ever ainee.
This artiele ia not intended as a

biography of M"Clelian. It is rather an
invesSigation of the inve.tigator. Let u.

look at hi. record.

Race

M"Clellan has always been a stauneh
advo"ate of what i. today called "law
and order"-that is, he has been hard on
""riminal. and wrongdoer.." But hi.
pyramid of .erious "rimes i. somewhat
inverted. One "rime for which he has

(Continued on page 4)
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SCEF Has Two New Representatives

The Southern Conference Educational Fund (SCEF) has opened an office in Los

Angeles and has employed a new Eastern representative. i

They will seek greater finan- b.e SCEF.s. Western representa- p~per and. its reade~s a.~ con-
cial and political support in the tlve. workIng closely with sup- trlhutors In the. Unlte~ , ltes,
North and West for SCEF's port committees In Southern Cuba. the SovIet UnIon, the
work in the South. Wherever California, Northern California, Scandinavian countries, and
possible, they wIll help in the Oregon, and Washington. Mexico-all of which she visited
fight against war and racism in The Western headquart;'rs i. in the last year and a half.
their areas. being financed by special gifts Before joining the Gua.rdi~n.

The Western office, which is from friends of SCEF in th. Jane had been on the edltorl.al
at 5889 W. Pico Blvd.: Lo. An- Los Angeles area, It wIll share staffs of the New Repubhc.
gcles, is in charge of Mrs. office space with Women for Time, and Mademoise!le, and
Marilyn Ruman, who lives in Legislative Action, which ?as had worked in market rese.arch

II ill. stand outsid. a wr.rked COFO House in Vicksbur~. Miss. Sherman Oaks, Calif. The new heen very active in support In, and free-~ance prOfess f'Onhal., ., , , ..
E t tat ' .

Mrs S ~ EF '. work work. She IS a graduate 0 t e

11111 Meh.h worked wIth the MI.sI.slppl Summer Project In 1964, a. ern represen lve IS. " .,

I '..c ..
J M M f raJ J n McM a -ColumbIa School of Journa Ism

and he had left th,s bulidla~ shortly before racIsts blew It up. ane c anus, ormer g'!ne a e ., f

manager of the Guardian, a nus, the new and UCLA. Her Immed,ate am-
R H d M I . h R weekly newspaper. She wIll Eastern rep- ily includes two d!,ugh~ers and

ev owar e IS eturns work with Mrs. Sandra Rosen- ~~entative, a grand~on. She hves In Mont-
.blum who has been an Eastern JoIned the staff rose, N.Y.T E . I p . h W k repr:sentative for SCEF for .of the then Carol Hanisch, who has been

O p lsco pa ans or 2'h years. ~ational Guar. working in the Eastern om".
Marilyn Ru- dian in Jan- for two years, has moved to

18,. Sta. Co",.pond,nt)
. man was born u a r y, 1962, Gainesville, Fla. For the next

NEW YORK, N.Y.-On February 1, the Rev. William in El Paso, shortly after six months she will explore the

Howard Melish became full-time rector of Grace Church, .Texas, 25 years the death of possibility. of .setting. up ,a
... SCEF ' Sbe . h h b d women's hberat,on proJe"t In

Corona. He resIgned as assIstant dIrector of but c. -ago. IS er us an

..the wife of John T. Mc- the South,wIll remaIn on the 8taff a8 a con8ultant. I R '
h rd Ru M h Miss Ella J. Baker and the

.IC a -anus, w 0

His return to parish work in the Episcopal Church was a quiet :J" man, an at. was one of the three founders Rev. William Howard Melish re-
victory for freedom of speech and association. endin~ a 20-year ' torney, a n d of the newspaper. She directed main on the SCE~ staff as con-

stru~~le which at time. mad. international headlines. they have twin the paper's promotional "pera- .ultants (see artIcle about Mr.

Meli.h camc under fire for his radicsl a.tivities soon after he daughters, An- tions from that time until its Melish this page),
b.csm. ss.i.tant rcctor under his fsther, Dr. John Howard Melish, drea and An- reorganization as the "indepen-
at downtown IIrooklyn's Holy Trinity Church. gela,17 months dent, radical newsweekly Guar- Working newsmen in Chicago,

The con~r."ation "ave the Meli.hes .tron~ support-and it old. dian" in Mayof 1967. many of whom were clobb.rea
was not until 19,,7 thst the youn".r Melish was finally ousted from In May, 1960, Marilyn and She then added to her other ny the police ther. la.t .ummer.
the pari.h. He has spent the last 11 y.ars huilding support for other students were washed responsibilities that of general have started the Chica~o Jour-
SCFF's work amon~ fri.nd" in th. East. down the insid. stairway of the manager, until her resignation nali.m Review. The r.view is an

M.lish'. lon~ stru""I. wa" played out a"ainst the backdrop of San Franeisco City Hall with from the staff last September, antidote to the cowardice and
th. Cold War. H. help.d to found the National Council of Ameri- a fire hose. They wer. protest- Speeifically, her work at the weakness of the Chicago n.ws
csn-Sovi.t Friendship whil. th. two countri.s were wartime am.. ing against a hearing by the Guardian included planning and I mcdia. which seem incapable 0. a"ain.t the Nazis. House Un-Ameri"an Aetivities organizing all fund -raising fi"htin" th. brutality and cor-

At first, th. Council includ.d many hi"hly placed m.n, such as Committee (HUAC), events and appeals, editorial ruption in Mayor Daley's baili-
1General Dwi"ht J). Ei.enhower. lIut as World War II .nd.d, and MarIlyn later got a master's and promotional writing for the "ick. Pric. is 50~ a Cop!; $5.a

t:he Cold War b."an, th. Council and M.lish c.m. under attack. degree from UCLA and worked paper, and frequent trips aeros. year. Sampl. copIes, wrIte Ch,-
The Council "'.s plac.d on the U.S. Attnrn.y G.n.ral's list of in Watts for t'fO years a. a the cou~try and abroad to help cago Journali.m Review,.5000

"subversiv." or"anizations in Nov.mb.r, 1!!17, alon~ wtth ~I other community orgarlfzer. She will establish relations betw.en the S. Dorchester Ave.. Ch,ca"o,
~roup.. Soon after that, Henry Cabot Lodge attaek.d M.llsh a. a III. 60615.
communist durinl: a radio debat.. The FIll and Washington 0 .
foreign-policy m.k.rs put pr.ssure on the Holy Trinity v..trym.n. Memorial to LII Landau S y.nd th.y demand.d Melish's r.moval .s assi.tant r.ctor. amm

y oungeBut the congre~ation stood firm and the eld.r Meli.h declared
that he would not ask his son to curtail his aetiviti.s---sinc. he A living memorial-to pro- death was on the .taff of the (Continued from page 7)
was "only doing what 1 "ould do myself if I were younger and mote grass-roots organizing Hotel and Restaurant Workera story he told basically by those
strong.r." among the poor and disinhezited Union. She also worked in the who liv.d it. Much of th. book

Th. v.stry app.aled to the IIishop of Lon~ Island. After two people in the South-has been educational field -in various consists of exc.rpts of tape re-
v..rs the co\lrta rul.d that rh. eld.r Mcliah could he removed by e.tablished in the name of Lil .fforta to improve schools in cordings of what people in
ih. n'ishop-but that youn~ M.lish was protected from dismissal Landau, long-time organizer in New York. Tuske~.e said-skillfully woven
by his contract. Th. son continued as acting rector after his father the field of human rights in the A tribute by a long-time as- to".th.r with a spare and stark
left, but th. Bishop r.fus.d to institut. him .s rector. (The elder New York area. sociate at the time of her death commentary. \
M.lish, now 94, .till liv.s in the Holy Trinity rectory.) Miss Landau noted that ".he chose her task. There are few.r projected

In 1953 the Council of Americ.n-Sovi.t Fri.ndship was asked died in 1965. by only one atandard-the de- answ.rs for th. future--but
to r.gist.r a. ."Communist front" under the McCarran Internal Trustees of a "ree to which they were related that w.s not the purpose of the
Security Act. The courts lat.r rul.d that the Council was not a memorial fund to the needs and the hopes and book. It may be that Forman
"Communist front." established in the .truggles of people." Trus- will do that in a future hook.

But meantime there was. ..cond .ffort to remoVe Melish. h e r n a m e tees of her memorial said they (You may order copie. of
Again th. congre~ation stood b.hind him. but the vestry, w.ak.n.d have contribu- felt that effort. to bring poor Sammy Younge, Jr.. from ~C~F,
by two d.aths and a resi~nation for a~.. did not. Church authori- ted $5,000 to black and white people together 3210 W. Broadway, L.OU1Svlile.
ties discov.r.d that he could b. remov.d if a new r.ctor were .p- t h e Southern in common struggle in the South Ky. 40211, at a sp.clal pric.
pointed. Dr. H.rman S. Sid.ner accepted the post after thr.e other Conferenee Ed- met this standard that .he set of $5. Part of this will go to
minist.rs turned it down. ucational Fund for herself in life. .id the work of SCEF .)

Th. v.stry split. Althou~h th.r. was no quorum at the meeting (SCEF) to carryon organizing
where Sidener was elected, th. Bishop rul.d th. el.ction valid. He work in the South around the 8
asked another cler~yman, the Rev. Rob.rt K. Thomaa, to take principles she atood for. Th So thern P

at rIot

charge of the church temporarily. lI.fore the fir.t servic., aome Although her own work was e U

v.strymen changed all th. locks .nd post.d armed guards in the Inostly in the New York area,
church to .ssure a smoot:h trao.ition. Miss Landau was always deeply Postmast.r. s.nd P.O.D. Form 3579 to:

But Thomas arrived to find the church open. people in the pews, interested in the South. In the SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND (SCEF)
and Melish cond\lctin~ th. s.rvic.. As it .nded. Thoma. went to 1940'. she was a leader In. the 3210 West IIroadway, Loui.ville, Ky. 40211
the main pulpit and he~an conducting his own s.rvice. Photos of National Citizens CommIttee
thes. dual s.rvic.s w.re print.d on the front pag.s of n.w.papers for Abolition of the Poll Tax,
.II ov.r th. nation and abroad. which grew out of the efforts of

Th. conllict touched olf a srandal. Sidcn.r was instit\lted at the South.rn Conference for
Holy Trinity. althou~h th. courts ruled that h. had not been Human Welfare (SCEF's pre-
prop.rly .I.cted. When the co\l~r.~ation refused to support decessor) to end voting restric-
Sidcner, the Bishop clos.d the church and liquidated the parish. tions. Th, Soolho'n Conr"..." w., ro.nded I.. 19.5 ...d I. dodl..tod to jnd\..:.::.:...,:,i
That was in 1957 Ll Landau became an or- .ov"t,.. .nd olh" I..j..tl,.. In th. So.th, It o.po... w., n, ,

.I ...tlo...1 polk,.. .
lIy this tim.. M.lish had met and befriended Anne and Carl ganizer and leader of .tudent E",.tiv, CommIttH' Tho R,v F"" L ShuttIHWO'th. Pb'HI, ld,snt: Jta.'kP~~~;

." M d k M S k"n VK, P'H"'en.. Cl.,K, C.mp , .",e 'Y,IIraden (h. pr.achcd a wid.ly circulat.d sermon about th.ir Ken- organizations while attendIng R':,the:b~;~,.T'~OU;'::: ' 0, -,
tucky .edition case in 1955--<au.in~ furthcr controv.rsy). City College of New York. Ex.,utiv, StaIr, Cxrl B..d,n. E,~ut've DI,~to, : A..ne a, A-I.to

I 1957 th B d ked th I A b W ' II . th A . h d h Ex~utiv, Di'"to' Mlrl.m Ni,hol." A..iotant DI~to',
n , e ra en. as e at. u rey I lams, en fter er stu ent years, er ' I 8 - Th B 1" - H, I,n G,eev" VI,.inta Guild, ,'.., ...om~ ...d P..ntn. to., ,,- , .~. ,pr.sldent of SCEF, and James Dombrowskl, then .xecut,ve dIrector, great interest. were In trade G,upPe" Lou,l, D GNppe" Lou,. Furlong, .pd Keith StKkfo"'-

to invit. M.lish tn b.com. SCEF's East.rn r.presentative. He unionism and independent poli- Field Sto., Rob", A...I.v i..h e, ,E HiI. i J, ~ke,H ~::..lf~,~'."~~~I1:.;;"~I~.;
Oomb~w.ki, ('0~1 H.nl"h, M , .e ..on, ~ o ., h J k Mi I b.~an wnrk In .arly 1958, and w.s named a.slstant d,rector of tics. She worked at varIous M,So"iy M "t M,Su"I,., the Rev W111iom How.,'z ~ell. .., nn "

SCEF when th. Brad.ns hecame .xecutive directors in 1966. time. on the staff of the Na- K."n M.;iloy, Jo.,ph Muiloy, Do"'Mth M'. Z,ilne' ".n Sa" Ro
d::~.:n.';::;'.E.,to,n Rep"H..tatlve., J.n, , .nu. .n n .-,In th. last II y.ars. M.lish has helped to incr.as. th. number tional Citizens PolItical Act,on w..t R,p" totiv., M...lyn Ru~... ~

of SCEF support.rs in th. East threefold. H. has aided in broaden- Committee, on the staff of the
ing the hase of .upport by adding thousands of regular con- late Congressman Vito Mar-
tributors. cantonio, and at the time of her
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Bt SUZANNE CROWELL ested in compensation for It.
.(8 Co"upond,nt) own sake-but they want the

LOGAN, W. Va.-A grass-roots movement of miners mine operators to be forced to
h d d b f ..' pay the compensation monev?pear ea e y a group .0 crusadIng doctor.s, IS spread- This will force them to cle~~

Ing across the Appalachian coal fields. It alms to force up the mines, because it will be
coal operators to take responsibility for mine 8afety. too expensive not to.

The drive gathered strength after the mine explosion The union districta have .0
at Mannington, W. Va., which killed 78 men. Its main far t~ken no action to pu.h

the bIll. but at the IDeal level
targets are ~lne COndltlon8 which produce accidents and there i. wide.pre.d particip.-

black-lung disease. tion. About 300 coal miner.
Black lung-or coal pneu- .and ex-miner. filled .n audi-

moniconiosi.-is a di.ease min- been th~ ch,ef s~okesmon for torium here in Logan January
ers get from breathing coal dust, .afety In the mIRe.. But at 5 to rally .upport for the bill.
It eventually choke. its victim t~e .it. ?f the r~cent mine Th. doctors' presentation was
to death. , d,sa.ter .In Man~Ington. W. graphic. Dr, Wells held up a

Although one in every 10 coal V... unl,on " pr~.ldent Tony .lice of lung taken from an
miner. get. the di.ease (and Boy~e sOld. Th,. happen. t.o autopsy. It was black with soot,
one of every five retired miners be. In my judg,ment a. presl- and as he held it, it crumbled.
has it), the incidence of black dent of the UMWA, one of He ..id miner. breathe air 100
lung can be greatly cut if mine th.e better companies to w~rk time. as dusty.. the limit
owners are willing to spend the wIth as far a. cooperatIon recommended by the Public

t I th ..and .afety i. concerned." H 1 h S . d h dmoney a c eon up elr mInes. , MINE i':XPLOSION ea t ervlce, an e urge
So far, they have not. The recently sIgned wage t M . t W each local union to buy it. own

.a annlng on, .
A CommIttee of Doctor. for agreement between the UMW A V t th . k k filter to measure mine dust.

h H I d th B 't ' C 1 0 ."0 .en IC .mo e
t e ea th and Safety of an e I ummous oa pera- b.11 .. t th k Dr, Donald Ra.mussen of
M . t ' A . t ' t ' d lOWIng In 0 e s y.

mer. w.. .et up nine. or. ..Del. Ion con arne no U d d fi Beckle y W Va pas.ed out n er~roun respre- ' ."0
months a~o. Dr. H. A. Well. new safety standards. At pres- t d t lung sections enclosed in p la.tic

ven e resue earn.

of JohnRto~.n. Pa"O Raid. "We ent. local .afety committee. can f t . th which .howed variou. pha.e. of
.., ., rom en erlng e

decIded It waR t,me to 1(0 to. .top work at unsafe mIRe., but ,
f I d disea.e and Dr Buff showed., mIne or severa ay.. ' .

the people. We doctors are the mIner. receIve no pay. color slides.
tired of writinl( scientific In a hearing on black lung in d 1 t d h be. f th I . f h The doctors were obviou.lyh Id . d .. W t V .., th ., ep e e umon Ing. a e resu tlng rom t e recent fill . f I d h .papers. o Ing ,.cu.sIOn., es Irglnla, e unIon s ., " Ing a vacuum a ea ers Ip.
"et tina publicit y " k t ' t M . h 1 W .d rIght to workmen s compenso- d,.a.ter In We.t VIrgInIa M '

fll d ft th t, " .mar e Ing exper , IC Re I - t . d ."' Id I d " d Iners e up a er e mee -
Th f bl k I ' Jon awar ..wou prec u e to some e- ,c uror over ac ung man. took the vIew that the cost. mg to shake Dr. Buff'. hand.

re.ults from the fact that no of some safety measure. would Dr. Bulf m.de a dDeumen- Kree. ...an obje~tlve. dl.. Many .aid they had seen him
effective precaution. again.t it put the coal indu.try in a bad tory on bl.ck lung, which w.. pa..,0~.te exploratIon of the on new. shows.
are taken in the United State., po.ition to compete with other shown on Huntington TV- i..ue.. They listened intently.. he

and that in West Virginia and fuel.. and blacked out in the coal West Virginia official. are Ii.ted the ten corporation. that
Kentucky it i. not recognized a. The UMW A Journal ha. field. by the small coal opera- not overly concerned about he .ays own the .tote, He told
a work-related di.ease, a. i. taken to task tho.. who believe tor-controlled cable;rv com- .afety either. At the .cene of them they were .econd-clas.
.ilico.i.. Only 15 people in otherwise. "The 'in.tant' ex- ponies that carry the station'. the di.a.ter, Gov. Hu!ett Smitb citizens-that they couldn't get
both state. have received com- pert. and the ill-jnformed are, broadc~.t. to .outhem We.t remark~d, :'We mu.t remember life insurance, or had to pay for
pen.ation for it in the la.t few.. usual, pointing the finger of V,rglnla. that thl. IS a hazardou. bu.i- it by the week, which co.ts two
veara. blame at the coal indu.try, at Hechler is .ponsoring new nes. and what ha. occurred to three tjme. a. much. He .aid

The danKer of getting black the U.S, Bureau of Mine. at safcty legi.l.tion in Congre.s. here is one of the hazard. of the educational system "i. .up-
lung ha. increa.ed with auto- the UMWA and at coal ';.ine The .afety record of Consoli- being a miner."

motion and the u.e of continu- .afety law.. dation Coal Company (a .ub- Cletu. Handley, We.t Vir-
ou.-mining machine.. These "The facta are that there i. sidiary of Continental 011) ginia'. Workmen'. Compen.a-
machines produce more and no one simple an.wer to the show. 25 violation. at the ex- tion Commis.ioner, .aid black
finer dust than ever before. question of why such di.a.ter. ploded mine .lone .ince Dec. 1, lung i. compen.able but difficult

In a study written by doctor. occur. The coal indu.try, the 1966. Rock-du.ting .tandard. to prove, short of an autop.y.
at the Beckley Appalachian union and the .tate and federal have been con.istently ignored Faced with such officialdom,
Regional Hospital. it i. e.ti- agencie. and cool-mine-.afety in every in.pection at the mine coal miners have begun to act
mated that at lea.t 20% of the men do know, in theory, how to since 1963. on their own. One group, the
men affected .how no X-ray prevent .uch di.aster.. Numerous public officials are A..ociation of Disabled Miner.
evidence. The.e men have noth- "We do not, at thi. point, ch.rged with maintaining mine and Widow., in Madi.on, W, Va"O
ing to show compen.ation offi- know the fact. .bout the latest safety, on both state and federal i. trying to get the UMW A
cials to prove they are sjck- di.aster " levels. One of these i. the di- Welfare and Retirement Fund
except their inability to climb The "expert." referred to fn- rector of the federal Bureau of to award more benefit. to union
stair. and keep a job. clude Ralph Nader, Dr, I. E. Mines. members, Thomas Gibson has

Another common cause of Buff, .nd Rep, Ken Hechler. Walter Hibbard, Jr"O who re- sued the trustee. of the fund
death in the mine. i. accidents. Nader recently wrote a letter signed in April from that post in federal court.
Mining i. the most dangerous to Gov, Louie Nunn of Ken- was not terribly familiar with The suit .rgues for the right
of 40 major industrie. rated by tucky, asking, "What medieval co.1 mining and it. problems. to a hearing when the tru.tee.
the National Safety Council. descriptiol1 is appropriate to In. Senate hearing, Sen. Clin- decide against an award or re-
The accident rate i. 410 time. describe a state government. ..ton Anderson of New Mexico voke a member's ho.pital card.
the national average, which does not recognize black asked Hibbard about hi. qualifl- According to Marvin Kuhn,

In pa.t year., the United lung .0 a 'work-related' di.- cation., and got this reply: chairman of the group, there i. OR I E BUFF
Mine Worker. of America ha. ea.e and thereby denie. the "1 have had no operational no fair hearing procedure now. ...

~ -experience in mining." The group ha. other reform. posed to keep your kids fgnor-

"Have you visited a coal in mind to improve the lot of .nt, so they'll be coal miners."
mine 1" asked Anderson. cetired and disabled miners. He noted the poor sewage, air

"Yes sir, I have." Speaking up again.t the pollution, and bad housing that
"-Many times !" oper.toro takes cour.ge. At miner. mu.t put up with, and
"I visited one once." a hearing in West Virginia on said, "You've lived in. camp for
"-Once 1" the Con.ol No.9 explosion, 40, 50, 80 year.. Whoever went
"Ye. sir." one miner. Walter Slove.ky, camping for 80 years 1"
"-One day!" criticized s.fety me..ures at Finally he ..ked for 10,000
"One day, yes sir." the mine. Later he .aid he miners to come to a rally in
"-That i. the basi. of your expected trouble finding a job. Charleston for the compensation

experience in that field!" "Sure I'm going to have bill, .nd the answer came back-
"That is the extent of my trouble," he said. "But I w.. "How .bout 40,0001"

experience." under oath and I had to tell the "Local 6207 will .hut down
J.mes Boyd, former Bureau truth, didn't 11" the minesl"

of Mine. director, i. now It is in such an atmo.phere The Logan meeting w.. one
chairman of a copper-mining that the drive to pas. a new of several held in the state to
company .nd president of a workmen's compens.tion low- .upport the bill. The bili i. not
railroad, one which would force the state the final goal of the Doctors'

The Kentucky State De- to prove that mining is not the Committee, which has member-
partment of Mine. and Miner- cause of the miner's disability ship in Kentucky, Ohio, and IlIi-
11. i. headed by H. N. Kirk- -is taking place. At present, nois. The first Kentu,ky miner.'
p.trick. who own. ..trip the burden is on the miner to meeting wa. held J.nuary 11
mine in Western Kentucky. prove that mining-and not any- at Pikeville.
At the conference on safety thing else-disabIed him. The doctors, and m.ny of the
called by Secretary of the In- The Doctors' Committee i. miner., believe .uch a drive
terior Stcwart Ud.lI, Kirk- campaigning to have the Weot from the bottom up is the only
patrick ..aid th.t a meeting Virginia legislature adopt the way to force change in the coal
". ..in the emotional climate new l.w. They are not inter- industry.

.

MINERS at Logan meeting lioten attentively. (photos by Suzsnne

Crowell).










