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recording of all but one of the speeches
—and, somehow, most of the “in-
flammatory” statements that Hardy
described were not om it.

Now two judges—one to rule on the
city’s charge, the other, on the state’s—
are pondering the discrepancies and
waiting for written arguments from the
attorneys. A ruling is expected in a few
months.

The episode showed how determined
local authorities are to stop the Black
Liberators.

was
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The Liberators were organized last
July. Charles Koen. the leader of the

group and one of theé six men “arrested, ™

described their goals:

“We thought in terms of how we couid
most serve the black community, We
thought of a black political party to
work through electoral politics for im-
mediate gains—and move to revolu-
tionary politics if necessary.

“We also want to establish a black
economic base—and, third, a black de-
fensive unit; a trained group of brothers,
to protect the black community and
themselves. We have the basic concept of
organizing street brothers.”

The Liberators began to build a
paramilitary  structure, with ranks,
duties, and strict discipline. Many young
people joined. Soon there was enough
community suppert for the Liberators to
publish a paper every two weeks, with
8,000 circulation,

“We organize on a block level,” Koen
said. “Our strongest thing is an under-

(Continued on page 8)

McClellan:

(Sen. Jokn McClellan 18 using the
power of the old McCarthy Com-
mittes of the Senate to attack
movements for change in America.
Who is he and what is his record?
This article attempts to answer
these questions.)

John Little McClellan, at 72 fourth-
ranking U.S. Senator, is in the twilight
years of a spectacular congressional
career that spans the administrations of
8ix presidents,

He succeeded Joe McCarthy as chair-
man of the P t Inv
Subcommittee of the Committee on Gov-
ernment Operations—a post he has held
ever since,

ti ions

His power throughout his career has
beenvused against the poor, the black,
the intellectual, the working man—in
short, against all those outside the big
power circles of America.
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McClellan Postpones Hearing;
SCEF Will Challenge Committee

{By Staff Correspondent)

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The appearance of Alan and Mar-
garet McSurely before the McClellan Committee of the U.S. Sen-
ate has been reset for March 4. It will be at 10:30 a.m. in Room
3302, New Senate Office Building.

The hearing was originally set for January 14 but was postponed until
February 25 on January 7, as opposjtion began to huild. People all over the

~United States were writing -and vﬁmg

MecClellan of Arkansas, urging tfiem to cancel the inquiry. On Jlnuary 22,

it was postponed a second time.

McClellan apparently delayed the McSurelys’ appearance in order to try
to consolidate his position. He had told the couple to bring papers and
records covering their association with groups working for civil rights,
peace, an end of poverty, and student rights.

These groups

included the Southern Conference Educational Fund

(SCEF), for which the McSurelys have been working as organizers in

Appalachia for two years.

SCEF issued a statement saying that the delay of the hearing “means
that we have the possibility of winning a fight against this attack—but the

fight probably will be tougher,”

SCEF’s attorneys announced that they will challenge the committee in
the U.S. courts on the ground that the documents demanded by McClellan

were illegally seized.

The papers were taken from the McSurelys and Joe Mulloy, another
mountain organizer, when officials in Pike County, Kentucky, raided their
homes and arrested them on sedition charges in August, 1967.

They and Anne and Carl Braden, executive directors of SCEF, were
indicted on charges of trying to overthrow the government of Pike County

by organizing the poor people.

A special U.S. court killed the state sedition law but McClellan sub-

(Continued on page 4)
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when it chnllenged the Mlssxsnppl dele-
gation to the Democratic National Con-
vention and the seating of Mississippi’s
representatives in the 88th Congress.

MFDP’s failure to accept the compro-
mise seating plan at Atlantic City was
the start of the rift with the liberals.
Yet the MFDP has survived and has
largely set the priorities for much of the
organizing in the state’s black com-
munity since 1964,

The fact that Mississippi now has a
Democratic Party structure loyal to
the national party can be traced to
the 1964 challenge and to the MFDP's
piesence: it the-delegation which last
August successfully challenged the
regulars.

The Loyalists, as they are called, take
in the NAACP, the MFDP, Hodding
Charter III, editor of the Delta Democrat
Times, and groups like the Elks and
Masons. They are now trying to get
recognition from the State as the Demo-
cratic Party, with all the advantages
that flow from this status. The issue is
likely to be resolved in court. They al-
ready have what amounts to paper recog-
nition from the national party.

MFDP’s involvement in this alliance
is a tenuous one. Mrs. Fannie Lou
Hamer, elected vice-chairman, declared
at the convention: “It is time we went
our own way . . time to change our
society in the way we see fit.”

On the other hand, Whitley, who at-
tended the Loyalist convention two
months ago, said: “We will work with

{Continued on page 8)

The Man Behind the Committee

He is consistently described as a per-
son of restrained warmth; his relations
with other senators are seldom more
than cordial. He is a Puritan, a stern
Baptist who is fond of quoting the Bible.

He is not an enormously wealthy man,
for a powerful politician—but he has
taken care of himself quite well. He is
an avid boxing fan, a devotee of Western
movies, an omnivorous reader of detec-
tive stories. He spends many hours in
front of the TV set; his favorite pro-
grams are “Dragnet” and the “FBL”

He is a consummate investigator, a
grim inquisitor, who has conducted more
than 90 investigations in 12 years.

McClellan was born in Sheridan, Ark.,
on February 25, 1896. His father had
been a farmer, a schoolteacher, a country
editor and then a lawyer and dabbler in
politics. According to McClellan’s own
biographical statement, he started read-

ing law at the age of 12 with his father,
and continued for five years. This is all
the legal training he has had.

His father persuaded the legislature to

Research by Bob Analavage, Jack Minnis
and Mike Higson

pass a special law permitting young John
to take the bar examination when he
was 17, making him the youngest lawyer
in America; the procedure was not un-
usual for the times.

He moved to Malvern, Ark. in 1918
and set up a law practice. In 1927 he
was elected prosecuting attorney to the
Seventh Judicial Circuit of Arkansas. He
ran for Congress in 1934 and was elected
to the House.

An examination of his voting record
for the four years he was a member
of the House reveals general support

for New Deal policies, except where

they conflicted with the moneyed in-

terests in Arkansas.

He ran for the Senate unsuccessfully
in 1938 and charged he was defeated by
“50,000 captive votes of the W.P.A." In
1942 he ran for the Senate again, this
time successfully, and has been there
ever since.

This article is not intended as a
biography of McClellan. It is rather an
invesjigation of the investigator. Let ue
look at his record.

Race

McClellan has always been a staunch
advocate of what is today called “law
and order”—that is, he has been hard on
‘criminals and wrongdoers.” But his
pyramid of serious crimes is somewhat

inverted. One crime for which he has

(Continued on page 4)




THE NEY. WILLIAM HOWARL MELIAH and his second mom,
Bill, stand outside a wrecked COFO House in Vicksburg, Miss.
Bill Melish worked with the Mississippi Summer Project in 1964,
and he had left this building shortly before racists blew it up.

Rev. Howard Melish Returns
To Episcopal Parish Work

(By Staff Correspondent)

NEW YORK, N.Y.—On February 1, the Rev. William

Howard Melish became full-time rector of Grace Church,

Corona. He resigned as assistant director of SCEF but
will remain on the staff as a consultant.

His return to parish work in the Episcopal Church was a quiet
victory for freedom of speech ahd association, ending a 20-year
struggle which at times made international headlines.

Melish came under fire for his radical activities soon after he
became assistant rector under his father, Dr. John Howard Melish,
at downtown Brooklyn’s Holy Trinity Church.

The congregation gave the Melishes strong support—and it
was not until 1957 that the younger Melish was finally ousted from
the parish. He has spent the last 11 years building support for
SCFEF’s work among friends in the East.

Melish’s long struggle was played out against the backdrop of
the Cold War. He helped to found the National Council of Ameri-
can-Soviet Friendship while the two countries were wartime allies
against the Nazis.

At first, the Council included many highly placed men, such as
General Dwight D). Eisenhower. But as World War II ended, and
the Cold War began, the Council and Melish came under attack.

The Council was placed on the U.S, Attorney General's list of
“subversive” organizations in November, 1947, along with 11 other
groups. Soon after that, Henry Cabot Lodge attacked Melish as a
communist during a radioc debate. The FBI and Washington
foreign-policy makers put pressure on the Holy Trinity vestrymen,
and they demanded Melish’s removal as assistant rector.

But the congregation stoed firm and the elder Melish declared
that he would not ask his son to curtail his activities—since he
was “only doing what I would do myself if I were younger and
stronger.”

The vestry appealed to the Bishop of Long Island. After two
vears, the courts ruled that the elder Melish could be removed by
the Bishop—but that young Melish was protected from dismissal

They will seek greater finan-
cial and political support in the
North and West for SCEF’s
work in the South. Wherever
possible, they will help in the
fight against war and racism in
their areas.

The Western office, which is
at 5889 W. Pico Blvd.,”Los An-
geles, is in charge of Mrs.
Marilyn Ruman, who lives in
Sherman Oaks, Calif. The new
Eastern representative is Mrs.
Jane McManus, former general
manager of the Guardian, a
weekly newspaper, She will

work with Mrs. Sandra Rosen-
blum, who has been an Eastern
representative for SCEF for
2% years.
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SCEF Has Two New Representatives

The Southern Conference Educational Fund (SCEF) has opened an office in Los
Angeles and has employed a new Eastern representative,

be SCEF’s Western representa-
tive, working closely with sup-
port committees in Southern
California, Northern California,
Oregon, and Washington.

The Western headquartérs is
being financed by special gifts
from friends of SCEF in the
Los Angeles area. It will share
office space with Women for
Legislative Action, which has
been very active in nupporﬁng
SOEPs mwark,
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1n, whut
one of the three founders
of the newspaper. She directed
the paper’s promotional opera-
tions from that time until its
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paper and its readers a.’* con-
tributors in the United ®htes,
Cuba, the Soviet Union,® the
Scandinavian  countries, and
Mexico—all of which she visited
in the last year and a half,

Before joining the Guardian,
Jane had been on the editorial
staffs of the New Republic,
Time, and Mademoiselle, and
had worked in market research
and free-lance  professional
work. She is a graduate of the
Columbia School of Journalism
and UCLA. Her immediate fam-
ily includes two daughters and
a grandson., She lives in Mont-
rose, N.Y.

Carol Hanisch, who has been
working in the Eastern office
for two years, has moved to
Gainesville, Fla. For the next
six months she will explore the
possibility of setting up a
women’s liberation project in
the South,

Miss Ella J. Baker and the
Rev. William Howard Melish re-
main on the SCEF staff as con-
sultants (see article about Mr.
Melish this page).

as the “indep
dent, radical newsweekly Guar-
dian” in May of 1967.

She then added to her other

ihili
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other were

down the inside stairway of the
San Francisco City Hall with
a fire hose. They were protest-
ing against a hearing by the
House Un-American Activities
Committee (HUAC).

Marilyn later got a master's
degree from UCLA and worked
in Watts for tyo years as @
community organfzer. She will

r ies that of general
manager, until her resignation
from the staff last September.
Specifically, her work at the
Guardian included planning and
organizing all fund - raising
events and appeals, editorial
and promotional writing for the
paper, and frequent trips across
the country and abroad to help
establish relations between the

Memorial to Lil Landau

A living memorial—to pro-
mote grass-roots organizing

among the poor and disinherited
people in the South—has been
established in the name of Lil

by his contract. The son continued as acting rector after hix father
left, but the Bishop refused to institute him as rector. (The elder
Melish, now 94, still lives in the Holy Trinity rectory.)

In 1953 the Council of American-Soviet Friendship was asked
to register as a “Communist front” under the McCarran Internal
Security Act. The courts later ruled that the Council was not a
“Communist front.”

But meantime there was a second effort to remove Melish.
Again the congregation stood behind him, but the vestry, weakened
by two deaths and a resignation for age, did not. Church authori-
ties discovered that he could be removed if a new rector were ap-
pointed. Dr. Herman S. Sidener accepted the post after three other
ministers turned it down.

The vestry split. Although there was no quorum at the meeting
where Sidener was elected, the Bishop ruled the election valid. He
asked another clergyman, the Rev. Robert K. Thomas, to take
charge of the church temporarily. Before the first service, some
vestrymen changed all the locks and posted armed guards in the
church to assure a smooth transition,

But Thomas arrived to find the church open, people in the pews,
and Melish conducting the service. As it ended, Thomas went to
the main pulpit and began conducting his own service. Photos of
these dual services were printed on the front pages of newspapers
all over the nation and abroad.

The conflict touched off a scandal. Sidener was instituted at
Holy Trinity, although the courts ruled that he had not been
properly elected. When the congregation refused to support
Sidener, the Bishop closed the church and liquidated the parish.
That was in 1957,

By this time, Melish had met and befriended Anne and Carl
Braden (he preached a widely circulated sermon about their Ken-
tucky sedition case in 1955—causing further controversy).

In 1957, the Bradens asked the late Aubrey Williams, then
president of SCEF, and James Dombrowski, then executive director,
to invite Melish to become SCEF’s Eastern repr tative, He

Landau, long-ti or i in
the field of human rights in the
New York area.

Miss Landau
died

. uestiomnl |
{SCEF) to carry on organizing
work in the South around the
principles she stood for.
Although her own work was
mostly in the New York ares,
Miss Landau was always deeply
interested in the South. In the
1940’s she was a leader in the
National Citizens Committee
for Abolition of the Poll Tax,
which grew out of the efforts of
the Southern Conference for
Human Welfare (SCEF's pre-
decessor) to end voting restric-
tions,
Lil Landau became an or-

death was on the staff of the
Hotel and Restaurant Workers
Union. She also worked in the
educational field — in various
efforts to improve schools in
New York.

A tribute by a long-time as-
sociate at the time of her death
noted that “she chose her tasks
by only one standard—the de-
gree to which they were related
to the needs and the hopes and
the struggles of people.” Trus-
tees of her memorial said they
felt that efforts to bring poor
black and white people together
in common struggle in the South
met this standard that she set
for herself in life.
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Sammy Younge

(Continued from page 7)
story be told basically by those
who lived it. Much of the book
consists of excerpts of tape re-
cordings of what people in
Tuskegee said—skillfully woven
together with a spare and stark
commentary. \ .

There are fewer projected
answers for the future—but
that was not the purpose of the
book. It may be that Forman
will do that in a future book.

(You may order copies of
Sammy Younge, Jr., from SCEF,
3210 W. Broadway, Louisville,
Ky. 40211, at a special price
of $5. Part of this will go to
aid the work of SCEF.)

The Southern Patriot

Postmaster, send P.0.D. Form 3579 to:
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND (SCEF)
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The Southern Conference was founded in 1938 and Is dedicated to ending racism,
po:erty. I;ﬂ other injustices in the South; it opposes war as wn instrament of

national policy.

ganizer and leader of student
or izations while
City College of New York.
After her student years, her
great interests were in trade

ttandi

began work in early 1958, and was named assistant director of
SCEF when the Bradens became executive directors in 1966.

In the last 11 years, Melish has helped to increase the number
of SCEF supporters in the East threefold. He has aided in broaden-
ing the base of support by adding thousands of regular con-
tributors.

and independent poli-
tics. She worked at various
times on the staff of the Na-
tional Citizens Political Action
Committee, on the staff of the
late Congressman Vito Mar-
cantonio, and at the time of her

G : The Rev. Fred L.

and Modjeska M.

Shuttlesworth, President; Jack Peebles,
; Clarice Ci bell, Secretary; Dorcas

ice-P
Ruthenburg, Treasurer,

Executive Staff: Carl Braden, Executive Director; Anne Braden, Associate
Executive Director; Miriam Nicholas, Assistant Director.

Office and Printing Staff: Theresa Bridges, Helen Greever, Virginia Guild, Ira
Grupper, Laurie D. Grupper, Laura Furlong, and Keith Stickford.

Field Staffl: Robert Analavage, Ella J.
Dombrowski, Carol Haniach, Michael Higson, Joe
McS8urely, Margaret McSurely, the Rev.

. Baker, Suzanne Crowell, James A.
Hoban, George McAlister, Alan

William Howard Melish, Jack Minnis,

Karen Mulloy, Joseph Mulloy, Dorothy Zellner and Robert Zellner.
Eastern Representatives: Jane McManus and Sandra Rosenblum.
Western Representative: Marilyn Ruman.
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Mine Safety Fight Begins at Grassroots

By SUZANNE CROWELL
b (Staff Correspondent)

LOGAN, W. Va.—A grass-roots movement of miners,
spearheaded by a group of crusading doctors, is spread-
ing across the Appalachian coal fields. It aims to force
coal operators to take responsibility for mine safety.

The drive gathered strength after the mine explosion
at Mannington, W. Va., which killed 78 men. Its main
targets are mine conditions which produce accidents and

black-lung disease.

Black lung—or coal pneu-

iconiosis—is a di min-

ers get from breathing coal dust.
It eventually chokes its vietim
to death. .

Although one in every 10 coal
miners gets the disease (and
one of every five retired miners
has it), the incidence of black
lung can be greatly cut if mine
owners are willing to spend the
money to clean up their mines.
So far, they have not.

A Committee of Doctors for
the Health and Safety of
Miners was set up nine*
months ago. Dr. H. A. Wells
of Johnstown, Pa., said: “We
decided it was time to go to«
the people. We doctors are
tired of writing scientific

papers, holding discussions,
getting publicity.”

The furor over black lung
results from the fact that no
effective precautions against it
are taken in the United States,
and that in West Virginia and
Kentucky it is not recognized as
a work-related disease, as is
silicosis. Only 15 people in
both states have received com-
pensation for it in the last few
years.

The danger of getting black
lung has increased with auto-
mation and the use of continu-
ous-mining machines. These
machines produce more and
finer dust than ever before.

In a study written by doctors
at the Beckley Appalachian
Regional Hospital, it is esti-
mated that at least 20% of the
men affected show no X-ray
evidence. These men have noth-
ing to show compensation offi-
cials to prove they are sick—
except their inability to climb
stairs and keep a job.

Another common cause of
death in the mines is accidents.
Mining is the most dangerous
of 40 major industries rated by
the National Safety Council.
The accident rate is 4% times
the national average.

In past years, the United
Mine Workers of America has

been the chief spokesman for
safety in the mines. But at
the site of the recent mine
disaster in Mannington, W.
Va., union president Tony
Boyle said, “This happens to
be, in my judgment as presi-
dent of the UMWA, one of
the better companies to work
with as far as cooperation
and safety is concerned.”

The recently signed wage
agreement between the UMWA
and the Bituminous Coal Opera-
tors’ Association contained no
new safety standards. At pres-
ent, local safety committees can
stop work at unsafe mines, but
the miners receive no pay.

In a hearing on black lung in
West Virginia, the union’s
marketing expert, Michael Wid-
man, took the view that the cost
of some safety measures would
put the coal industry in a bad
position to compete with other
fuels.

The UMWA Journal has
taken to task those who believe
otherwise. “The ‘instant’ ex-
perts and the ill-informed are,
as usual, pointing the finger of
blame at the coal industry, at
the U.S. Bureau of Mines, at
the UMWA and at coal mine
safety laws.

“The facts are that there is
no one simple answer to the
question of why such disasters
occur. The coal industry, the
union and the state and federal

genci and coal fety
men do know, in theory, how to
prevent such disasters.

“We do not, at this point,
know the facts about the latest
disaster . . . .”

The “experts” referred to in-
clude Ralph Nader, Dr. I. E.
Buff, and Rep. Ken Hechler.

Nader recently wrote a letter
to Gov. Louie Nunn of Ken-
tucky, asking, “What medieval
descriptionf is appropriate to
describe a state gov t

MINE EXPLOSION
at Mannington, W.
Va., sent thick smoke
billowing into the sky.
Underground fires pre-
vented resue teams
from entering the
mine for several days.

depleted human beings of the
right to workmen’s compensa-
tion awards?”

Dr. Buff made a documen-
tary on black lung, which was
shown on Huntington TV—
and blacked out in the coal
fields by the small coal opera-
tor-controlled cable TV com-
panies that carry the station’s
broadcasts to southern West
Virginia. ,
Hechler is sponsoring new

safety legislation in Congress.

The safety record of Consoli-
dation Coal Company (a sub-
sidiary of Continental 0il)
shows 26 violations at the ex-
ploded mine alone since Dec. 1,
1966. Rock-dusting standards
have been consistently ignored
in every inspection at the mine
since 1963.

Numerous public officials are
charged with maintaining mine
safety, on both state and federal
levels. One of these is the di-
rector of the federal Bureau of
Mines.

Walter Hibbard, Jr., who re-
signed in April from that post
was not terribly familiar with
coal mining and its problems.
In a Senate hearing, Sen. Clin-
ton And of New Mexico

which does not recognize blac
lung as a ‘work-related’ dis-
ease and thereby denies the

MINERS at Logan meeting listen attentively. (photos by Suzanne
Crowell).

asked Hibbard about his qualifi-
cations, and got this reply:

“I have had no operational
experience in mining.”

“Have you visited a coal
mine?” asked Anderson.

“Yes sir, I have.”

“—Many times?”

“I visited one once.”

“—Once ?”

“Yes sir.”

“—One day?”

“One day, yes sir.”

“_That is the basis of your
experience in that field?”

“That is the extent of my
experience.”

James Boyd, former Bureau
of Mines director, is now
chairman of a copper-mining
company and president of a
railroad.

The Kentucky State De-
partment of Mines and Miner-
als is headed by H. N. Kirk-
patrick, who owns a strip
mine in Western Kentucky.
At the conference on safety
called by Secretary of the In-
terior Stewart Udall, Kirk-
patrick said that a meeting
“...in the emotional climate

the

resulting from
disaster in West Virginia”
would preclude “to some de-

recent

gree . . . an objective, dis-
passionate exploration of the
issues.”

West Virginia officials are
not overly concerned about
safety either. At the scene of
the disaster, Gov. Hulett Smith
remarked, “We must r b

ested in compensation for its
own sake—but they want the
mine operators to be forced to
pay the compensation money.
This will force them to clean
up the mines, because it will be
too expensive not to.

The union districts have so
far taken no action to push
the bill, but at the local level
there is widespread participa-
tion. About 300 coal miners
and ex-miners filled an audi-
torium here in Logan January
5 to rally support for the bill.

The doctors’ presentation was
graphic. Dr. Wells held up a
slice of lung taken from an
autopsy. It was black with soot,
and as he held it, it crumbled.
He said miners breathe air 100
times as dusty as the limit
recommended by the Public
Health Service, and he urged
each local union to buy its own
filter to measure mine dust.

Dr. Donald Rasmussen of
Beckley, W. Va., passed out
lung sections enclosed in plastic
which showed various phases of
disease, and Dr. Buff showed
color slides.

The doctors were obviously
filling a vacuum of leadership.
Miners filed up after the meet-
ing to shake Dr. Buff’s hand.
Many said they had seen him
on news shows.

They listened intently as he
listed the ten corporations that
he says own the state. He told
them they were second-class
citizens—that they couldn’t get

that this is a hazardous busi-
ness and what has occurred
here is one of the h ds of

life i or had to pay for
it by the week, which costs two
to three times as much. He said

being a miner.”

Cletus Handley, West Vir-
ginia’s Workmen’s Compensa-
tion Commissioner, said black
lung is compensable but difficult
to prove, short of an autopsy.

Faced with such officialdom,
coal miners have begun to act
on their own. One group, the
Association of Disabled Miners
and Widows, in Madison, W. Va.,
is trying to get the UMWA
Welfare and Retirement Fund
to award more benefits to union
members. Thomas Gibson has
sued the trustees of the fund
in federal court.

The suit argues for the right
to a hearing when the trustees
decide against an award or re-
voke a member’s hospital card.
According to Marvin Kuhn,
chairman of the group, there is
no fair hearing procedure now.

The group has other reforms
in mind to improve the lot of
retired and disabled miners.

Speaki up inst the

the edu 1 system “is sup-

DR. 1. E. BUFF

posed to keep your kids ignor-
ant, so they’ll be coal miners.”
He noted the poor sewage, air
1luti and bad housing that

operators takes courage. At
a hearing in West Virginia on
the Consol No. 9 explosion,
one miner, Walter Slovesky,

criticized safety es at
the mine. Later he said he

expected trouble finding a job.

“Sure I'm going to have
trouble,” he said. “But I was
under oath and I had to tell the
truth, didn’t 17"

It is in such an atmosphere
that the drive to pass a new
workmen’s compensation law—
one which would force the state
to prove that mining is not the
cause of the miner’s disability
—is taking place. At present,
the burden is on the miner to
prove that mining—and not any-
thing else—disabled him.

The Doctors’ Committee is
campaigning to have the West
Virginia legislature adopt the
new law. They are not inter-

miners must put up with, and
said, “You’ve lived in a camp for
40, 50, 80 years. Whoever went
camping for 80 years?”

Finally he asked for 10,000
miners to come to a rally in
Charleston for the compensation
bill, and the answer came back—

“How about 40,000?”

“Loca] 6207 will shut down
the mines!”

The Logan meeting was one
of several held in the state to
support the bill. The bill is not
the final goal of the Doctors’
C which has b
ship in Kentucky, Ohio, and Illi-
nois. The first Kentucky miners’
meeting was held January 11
at Pikeville.

The doctors, and many of the
miners, believe such a drive
from the bottom up is the only
way to force change in the coal
industry.




(Continued from page 1)

THE SOUTHERN PATRIOT

congressional committees do not have

Jolin L. McClellan: Portrait of an Inquisitor

not shown great concern is murder,

In 1937, he delivered an impassioned
speech against an anti-lynching bill in
the House, “....the crime of lynching,”
he said, “was committed only eight or
nine times last year . .. the record there-
fore shows in 22 years a decrease in
total number of lynchings . . . . this
showing and progress warrant and justi-
fy the statement that if permitted to
continue without the unlawful inten-
ference you propose by enactment of
this law, within 10 years the crime would
seldom occur ., . .” (Congressional Rec-
ord, Apr. 15, 1937).

Over the years, and as late as 1960,
McClellan made similar statements
whenever anti-lynch legislation was
proposed. In 1950, during debate on
another abortive attempt to pass an
anti-lynch law, he told the Senate:
“We of the South know the Negroes.
We get along with them. It would be
better if the problems were left to us
and if others would quit meddling
with them. I am misleading ne one.
The problem should be left with those
who have lived with it and know how
to handle it.” (Congressional Digest,
Feb., 1950.) ’

McClellan always opposed fair employ-

ment legislation. In 1950, he said:
“....the fair employment practices bill
violates and would destroy one of the
most basic liberties we enjoy—the right
to own, possess, and control property.”
(Arkansas Gazette, May 14, 1950.)

In 1948, he stood with Senator East-
land, ready to offer ‘“‘several hundred
amendments” to a bil] that would abolish
the poll tax.

In 19566, McClellan signed the South-
ern Manifesto, which urged resistance to
the U.S. Supreme Court’ decision on
schools “by all legal means necessary.”

It was this manifesto which created the

atmosphere for the repression
violence which swept the South.

Political observers say McClellan has
never forgiven the Supreme Court for
that 1954 school decision and he has
attacked the Court ever since,

During the 1957 school integration
crisis in Little Rock, when his own state
was defying a Federal court order, Mc-
Clellan deplored “the intervention of the
Federal government into States’ Rights.”

In March, 1966—after passage of the
1964 Public Accommodations law—
Arkansas State Police, with clubs and
tear gas, beat back 25 people who sought
to buy something to eat at a cafeteria
located in the State Capitol building.

and

This apparently did not offend McClel-
lan’s sense of “law and order.” He
uttered not a whisper.

“It is quite obvious to me that you
don’t understand the causes of riots,” a
witness told MecClellan. “I do understand
them,” he said. “It's law violators.”
(Arkansas Gazette, Oct. 1, 1968.)

When in 1967 the McClellan Com-
mittee was authorized to investigate
ghetto rebellions, the senator was
officially cast in the role of a farm
state expert on urban disorders. In
launching the investigation, he said:
“We will undertake to determine
whether the outbreaks were spon-
taneous or if they were instigated and
perpetrated by the calculated design
of agitators or lawless elements.”
(New York Times, Nov, 2, 1967.)
Christian Century magazine com-
mented: “McClelian wants ghetto order
hut solely by means of police repression.”

Labor

“John McClellan doesn’t think of him-
self as being anti-labor,” The Nation
observed in 1957. “It's just that the
whole thing is sort of foreign to him.”

In his home state of Arkansas, 74 per
cent of the industrial workers remain
unorganized. Industrial workers earn
an average wage of $1.89 an hour, sec-
ond lowest in the country; this is 80
cents below the national! average.

In Little Rock, the state’s largest city,

McClellan Postpones Hearing

(Continued from page 1)

P d the seized d

3. He said he needed them for his investigation

into the causes of ghetto rebellions in American cities.
The U.S. Court of Appeals ordered the documents returned, whereupon

McClellan subpoenaed them again.

Meantime, he haqd obtained copies of

much of the material from Thomas Ratliff, the procecuting attorney in Pike

County.

The McSurelys issued a statement on the McClellan attack in which they

said:

“Thomas Ratliff used machine guns and machines to bust the union—
and make three million dollars. He is now the Commonwealth’s Attorney
of Pike County, and the founder of the National Independent Coal Operators

Association (NICOA).

“He and his friend, Robert Holcomb, who is now the president of NICOA

and of the Pike County Chamber of C

ce, pl d and ied out the

raid on our home, tried to imprison us for 21 years, and then conspired with
John McClellan to steal our papers and further isolate us from our friends

in the mountains.”

SCEF has issued a pamphlet giving the background of the continuing
harassment of the organization and its officers and staff. This is entitled
“Appalachia: Case Study of Repression.”

On December 30 the Nation magazine published Gene Mason’s detailed
account of the organizing drive in the mountains and the coal operators’
efforts to stop it. This is entitled “The ‘Subversive’ Poor” and has been

reprinted eapecially for SCEF.

(:!ogies of all this material are available from SCEF, 3210 W. Broadway,
Louisville, Ky. 40211. Donations to help fight McClellan and to print more
literature are badly needed. You may also wish to send a letter of protest

to your senators,

60 per cent of the work force is under-
employed. Arkansas has, as one might
expect, a so-called “Right-to-Work” law,
(Informnation furnished by Bill Becker,
president, Arkansas AFL-CIO.)

Sid McMath, an ex-governor of Ar-
kansas, said: “In every measure before
the Senate where there is a conflict
between the profits of the large corpora-
tions and the peoples’ interests, he
(McClellan) votes to make the rich and
powerful richer and more powerful at
the expense of the average citizen.”
(Arkansas Gazette, Apr. 11, 1954.)

Delivering a speech to a business club
back home, McClellan described his
philosophy this way: “A person by his
labor, thrift, ingenuity and investment
of his capital creates a business and
through his business creates jobs, owns
that businese and the jobs and has the
right to decide who shall fill the jobs.”
(Arkansas Gazette, May 14, 1950.)

In 1947, McClellan voted for the Taft-
Hartley Act, and he has voted against
repeal of its 14.B section ever since. He
has consistently voted against minimum
wage laws; in 1956 he tried to tie an
amendment to outlaw the union shop to
a civil rights bill.

He is opposed to unions using dues for
political purposes, but he has never indi-
cated that he opposes corporations using
profits for political purposes. He favors
putting unions under anti-trust laws.

He wanted to amend the Taft-Hartley
Act to authorize the issuance of Federal
injunctions in “any” transportation strike
and to make it “illegal for any union to
act in concert with any other union—
even a sister local in the same interna-
tional.” (The Nation, Nov. 11, 1961.)

In 1964, with Sen. Joseph McCarthy,
he called for an investigation into the
National Labor Relations Board (NLRB)
on the grounds that it was “honeycombed
with subversives.” McClellan has a habit
of referring to union dues as “paying
tribute to a union.”

During his investigations of the
Teamsters in the late ’50’s, he de-
veloped a demagogic tactic that he
would use time and again against
other groups. When it became obvious
that a victim would take the Fifth
Amendment against self-incrimination
(which the Constitution says is the
right of any man), McClellan would
continue questioning the witness until
he had run up an impressive number
of “Fifths.” Then the newspapers
could and did produce headlines such
as “BECK JR TAKES 5TH 125
TIMES.”

He defended this smear tactic by say-
ing: “The witness has & right to invoke
it (the Fifth); and we have a right to
expose him; as we ask him we expose
him to public opinion.” Sen. Wayne
Morse referred to this tactic as “trial by
the press”; the courts have said that

the right
sake,”

During his labor investigations, Mec-
Clellan would flare up when asked when
he planned to get around to investigating
the management side of things.

“to expose for exposure’s

‘Business and Capital

“The law in its majestic equality must
forbid the rich as well as the poor from
begging in the streets and sleeping under
bridges.”

It is useful to keep in mind this quota-
tion from Anatole France as we explore
McClellan’s views on business and high
finance, as well as his own personal in-
vestments.

He comes from a state where the tax
structure tends to favor corporations at
the expense of the individual taxpayer.
The state has a corporate income tax,
introduced in 1920, but this is now
riddled with loopholes. Banks and trust
companies were exempted in 1941, deduc-
tions for charitable purposes were raised
from five per cent to 30 per cent in 1967.
There is a negligible property tax, no tax
on public utilities, and only a small
severance tax on oil and gas producers.

To be fair, this dismal picture is not
unique to Arkansas, but it is a fact that
the tax burden there is largely borne by
people who exist on incomes of less than
$3,000 a year.

While McClellan was in the House,
his remarks on a minimum wage bill
showed where his sympathies lie:
“There is one thing sure—they
(corporations) will not operate with-
out some reasonable hope of profit....
the effect of this law will be bank-
ruptcy for hundreds of Southern in-
dustries.” (Congressional Record, May
24, 1938.)

During World War II, he was a staunch
advocate of tax havens for industry
which made possible the development: of
a great many war millionaires. Also, in
the same period, he fought to get several
mineral companies aboard the mineral
gravy train through depletion allow-
ances.

Before he went to Congress, McClellan
earned his bread by representing Wis-
consin and Arkansas Lumber Company
in personal injury suits filed against the
company by the firm’s workers.

Arkansas has substantial oil and gas
deposits, much of them in the Camden
area, where McClellan had an early law
practice. Among his clients were: Stand-
ard Oil of New Jersey, Seaboard Oil,
Tidewater (Associated Oil) and Carter
0il. In the Senate, McClellan has sup-
ported the oil industry.

(see next page)

Supreme Court
Won't Hear
HUAC Challenges

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
U.S. Supreme Court has refused
to hear three cases involving
challenges of the House Un-
American Activities Committee
(HUAC). One was an appeal
by Rohert Shelton, Alabama
Klan leader, who was sentenced
for refusing to turn Klan rec-
ords over to HUAC.

The court also denied a hear-
ing to Dr. Allen M. Krebs and
Walter Darwin Teague III, who
had contended that HUAC's
mandate from the House re-
stricted free expression guaran-
teed by the U.S. Constitution.

Their appeal grew out of a
hearing before HUAC in Au-
gust, 1966, at which attorney
Arthur Kinoy was dragged out
by the neck and fined on a
charge of disorderly conduct.
The higher courts later freed
Kinoy, who is an attorney for
SCEF.
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An example of this is his fight to
give away Arkansas’ share of oil rev-
enues to “free enterprise.” In 1954,
Sid McMath asked: “Has it occurred
that McClellan might be getting his
orders from the oil millionaires in
Texas, the ones whom he served in the
Tidelands oil give-away, and who
financed Joe McCarthy’s far flung
activities?” (Arkansas Gazette, April
11, 1954.)

McMath was referring to McClellan’s
vote to give title to the offshore oil de-
posits to the coastal states, to the detri-
ment of the people of his own state. Had
the Federal Government retained posses-
sion, each state in the union would have
got a fair share of the revenue. In
effect, his vote was for Arkansas to get
nothing; Arkansas is not a coastal state.
Arkansas immediately filed suit.

McClellan has been called “the banking
industry’s most obedient champion in
the Senate.” (The Case Against Con-
gress, by Drew Pearson, p, 195). He is
also something of a banker himself. He
is director of the First National! Bank
of Little Rock, as well as one of its 20
top stockholders.

He is opposed to issuing charters to
new banks; such new banks threaten the
monopoly of existing ones. He appeared
before the American Bankers Associa-
tion convention and said “too many Na-
tional banks are being unwisely char-
tered,” (Pemrson, p. 195) and this was
greeted by appreciative applause.

Drew Pearson wrote in his book:
“The Senator did not, of course, men-
tion that among the charters he was
particularly anxious to block were
three for the Little Rock area. Ome
would have been in direct competition
with McClellan’s First National Bank.
Another would have brought competi-
tion to a suburb where McClellan also
has an interest in the existing bank at
West Memphis, Ark.” (Pearson, p. 195)

It is noteworthy that McClellan, the
Grand Inquisitor, has never really seen
fit to probe the goings-on of big business,

One investigation that never got be-
of defense in Eisenhower's administra-

yond the preliminary stages involved
% | ﬁ_|
-

Robert Tripp Ross, assistant secretary
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tion. The 1957 investigation was into
Army contracts awarded Ross’s wife
and brother-in-law, Herman D, Wyn.
The scope of the investigation was later
broadened to cover several million dollars
of Army contracts held by various com-
panies controlled by Wyn,

Ross appeared before McClellan’s com-
mittee and McClellan said afterwards
that Ross answered all questions and
that he would decide within a few days
whether to press the inquiry further.
The inquiry was dropped and on St.
Valentine’s Day, 1957, a smiling Ross
and McClellan posed for photographers.
(New York Times, Feb, 1957.)

Sen. Frances Case of South Dakota
charged two men in the pay of Superior
Oil, Elmer Patman and John Neff, with
offering him a $2500 bribe. MecClellan,
whose Little Rock law firm represents
oil companies (listed above), was asked
to investigate the oil and gas lobby.

This relentless investigator, with his
penchant for making headlines when he
wants to, ducted a quiet,

tacu

repented, pleaded guilty of failing to
register as lobbyists and received small
fines and ded jail
(Pearson, p. 142)

McClellan, the grim inquisitor, likes
the big drug companies. He opposed a
bill which would have required the drug
manufacturers to label drugs by generic
name as well ag trade name so that
people could shop around and buy them
cheaper than those sold by big manu-
facturers., (Pearson, p. 327)

McClellan and his family also own
stock in a TV relay holding company
named Midwest Video, with outlets in
Mississippi, Texas, and New Mexico. In
1987, it was revealed that at least four
times in recent years the company had
put political pressure on the FCC for
favorable rulings. Besides McClellan's
family, the other principal stockholder
was Ham Moses of the Little Rock Law
firm of Moses, McClellan, Arnold, Owen
and McDermott.

In 1957, Midwest Video was merged
with KTBC-TV of Austin, Tex. KTBC is
owned by none other than Lyndon Baines
Johnson. Another outfit, TV Channel of
Austin, appealed to FCC for a ruling
that would enable them to compete with
Capital Cable on an even basis in the
Austin area. FCC was warned that Capi-
tal Cable would be compelled “to enlist
the aid of our delegation in Congress” if
TV Channel received a favorable ruling.
FCC ruled against TV Channel, which
eventually went out of business.

In 1954, Sid McMath ran against Mc-
Clellan, charging that he was a tool of
the Arkansas Power and Light Company,
which has a virtual monopoly on elec-
trical power in the state. McClellan

brushed the charges aside, claiming they‘

were campaign rhetoric.

But the building in which McClellan
retains an office and which also houses

his law firm is owned by Arkansas
Power and Light. Ham Moses of Mec-
Clellan’s law firm, until he died a
couple of years ago, was a director of
AP, & L. McClelian’s son-in-law,
McDermott, is the attorney for the
State Public Service Commission, the
body which is supposed to approve or
disapprove rate increases by A.P. & L.
A.P. & L. never has trouble getting a
rate increase.

McClellan is a deadly opponent of
rural electric cooperatives, He fought
the confirmation of Aubrey Williams as
head of the Rural Electrification Agency
in 1946 because Williams would have
used the agency to help small farmers
improve their conditions,

McClellan once told the N.Y. Times:
“I did not become a aenator to transform
the United States into a socialistic,
paternalistic state.” (New York Times,
Feb. 20, 1953) No one could aceuse him
of not living up to his convictions.

Foreign Policy

lar “probe” and then allowed the whole
mess to fade away. Patman and Neff

McClellan was an early advocate of
recognizing Franco’s Spain. During the

Korean War he wanted to declare war
on China and bomb targets inside that
country. He was an ardent supporter of
General MacArthur.

It was McClellan who on January 186,
1961, placed a resolution before the Sen-
ate declaring that the “Red Government
of China should not be admitted to
membership in the United Nations.”
(Congressional Record, Jan. 23, 1951)
The resolution was passed 91-0 and one-
fourth of humanity was kept outside that
body.

On September 3, 1950, he astounded
many when he delivered a sharp ulti-
matum to the Soviet Union that if
she didn’t “entér now into a spirit
of international cooperation” on U.S.
terms, he would favor “firing the first
shot in a war that would be inevitable.”
(Arkansas Gazette, Sept. 3, 1950)

In recent years, McClellan has been a
staunch advocate of continuing the war
in Vietnam.

Crime, Civil Liberties, Poverty

“A plague of sentimentalists want
more and more sympathy, less and
lighter punishment for criminals,” Mc-
Clellan has said. (U.S. News and World
Report, July 5, 1965.)

This viewpoint may explain his silence
as national scandal has erupted around
the Arkansas prison system. Last year,
scores of graves were discovered around
Cummins Prison, the state’s largest.
Prisoners charged that over the years
prisoners had been murdered by guards
and dumped in unmarked graves.

Meantime, a report from Arkansas’
governor revealed that the state prisons
are corrupted by “flogging, electric tor-
ture, enforced homsexuality, starvation,
extortion, unlimited perversions, sale of
jobs, women and illegal narcotics.”

There is nothing on the record to in-
dicate that McClellan protested any of
these conditions.

Much has been made of McCiellan’s
arguments with Joe MecCarthy over the
latter’s handling of investigations. But
McClellan objected not to the damage
McCarthy did to the nation, but to the
disrepute he brought on the Senate.

When the Democrats won & ma-
jority, MecClellan replaced McCarthy
as chairman of his committee, the post
he still holds today. In a tribute to
his predecessor, McClellan said, “No
one had been more effective than Joe

McCarthy in alerting the nation to

the dangers of Communism.”

In 1938, CBS broadcast an interview
with Earl Browder, executive secretary
of the Communist Party. McClellan
charged CBS had committed “nothing
less than treason.” (Congressional Rec-
ord, March 4, 1936)

In 1948, he proposed the creation of a
joint Senate-House committee to run
down communists. He thought HUAC
und its Senate counterpart were splitting
their resources.

In 1956, he was angered when a wit-
ness spoke out against state sedition
laws. “You want to favor the Com-
munists in that respect,” he said.

L] * * * *

During the last few years, McClellan
has conducted an endlesa investigation,
ignoring the delicacies of civil liberties,
into anti-poverty and political action
groups.

Currently he is investigating SCEF,
the Mississippi Freedom Democratic
Party, the Student Nonviolent Coordi-
nating Committee, Students for a
Democratic Society—and he has an-
nounced an investigation of the Black
Panthers.

All of these groups seek to change
the system of oppression and exploita-
tion that McClellan has represented. Let
us look again at his home state, where
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that system has had free rein:

The per capita income in Arkansas is
$2,098-—$1,047 below the national aver-
age (University of Arkansas Industrial
Research and Extension Center). Forty-
seven per cent of the people live beneath
the $3,000 poverty level set by the Fed-
eral Government; an incredible 35 per
cent live under a level of $2,000. There
are 129,000 children locked in the poverty
class in Arkansas; 31 per cent of the
children in the state belong to families
earning less than $2,000 a year.

McClellan’s state is in no danger of
becoming a Welfare State. It furnishes
the aged with only $54 a month (ninth
lowest in the U.S.), $69 to the blind

(sixth lowest), $61 to the disabled

tfifth lowest), and to wmothers with
dependent children, §79 (fifth lowest).

(Arkansas Public Welfare Report,

1967-68).

Faculty pay at the University of
Arkansas is lower than that of all sur-
rounding states with the exception of
the University of Mississippi (Compre-
hensive Study of Higher Education in
Arkansas, 1968; University of Arkansas).

Although the state’s population is 25
per cent black, there =are no black
sheriffs, no black judges, no black state
legislators. In this respect it is the worst
state in the South — even Georgia,
Alabama and Mississippi (which have
the kind of organizing McClellan is in-
vestigating) have black legislators.

The black population is heaviest, as
one would expect, in the cotton-growing
counties in Eastern Arkansas. Blacks
Jeave the state in droves, but so do poor
whites, There has been a steady exodus
of poor whites from the state since 1890,
Every census since then has reported
more whites leaving Arkansas than
coming in.

In spite of all this, in speech after
speech MecClellan argues for curtailing
federal spending in *“non-defense and
non-essential areas.” He voted against all
civil-rights bills, opposed all poverty
legislation, rent bills and public housing
for low-income groups.

- - - * L]

This, then, is MeClellan, the investi-
gator. This is the man who chairs the
old McCarthy committee, who seeks to
expose ‘‘subversives” and people he sees
as a threat to what he considers the
“American way of life.”

The record shows that he cares noth-
ing for the blacks, the poor, the working
man and woman. He does care for the
bankers, the oil interests, the utility
companies, the big cotton planters, the
military-industrial complex-—and he has
taken care of them very well indeed. He
has used his investigations to further
these interests and his own—and to
crush all opposition,
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Roosevelt Hotel in New Urleans.
in his reply:

Your readers migny D€ Imiereswea

“After reading your letter 1 wonder how a person like you
can make a judgment without investigation on something that
happened several hundred miles away. Frankly, you are not
entitled to a courteous. reply to your letter, but I thought I
would let you know that when we purchased the Roosevelt
Hotel three years ago they were not organized and one of the
first things we did was to cooperate with the Union and see
that our hotel was organized and all of our employees are

members of the Union,

“As a matter of fact, we are the only major hotel in the
city that joined the Union and we did that with the assurance
that the other major hotels would be organized. In the three
years none of the other hotels have joined the Union.

“We did have differences in settling the negotiations and,
for your information, the offer that we made so far as price
was concerned was accepted by the Unions,

“T think it would be nice if well meaning people would in-
vestigate before they hold someone responsible for things that

did not happen.
Very truly yours,

Benjamin H. Swig”

STELLA ELIASHOW

New York, N.Y.

Wilmington's Untold Story

(Ed. mnote: How National
Guardsmen have occupied the
ghetto of Wilmington, Del.—an
experiment in social control
which could become a model for
cities throughout the country—
is an atrocious, but little known
story. Below are excerpts from
a pamphlet circulated by People
Against Racism, 212 McKerchey
Bidg., 2631 Woodward Ave., De-
troit, Mich. Write them for the
complete article.)

Following the assassination

of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
last April, the black i

ter Sunday, April 14. But the
Governor refused to withdraw
the Guard troops, saying he had
“intelligence reports” forecast-
ing violence the next day. There
was none, . . .

Mayor Babiarz formally end-
ed the emergency on May 1 ...
(and) withdrew city policemen
from their joint patrols with
the Guardsmen. Governor Terry
still refused to remove the
Guard.

Since spring the situation has
changed very little. Troops—
somewhat less than 50 men in

of Wilmington, Delaware, ex-
pressed its bitterness and grief
in what is by now the tradi-
tional way; like their brothers
in cities throughout America,
black Wilmingtonians took to
the streets.

Compared to what happened
in other cities, the outbreak
was mild. There were no deaths
and no major injuries, Property
damage was estimated at less
than $250,000. The reaction to
the disturbance on the part of
elected officials, however, was
anything but mild. . . .

On April 9, the morning after
the first post-assassination up-
risings in Wilmington, Delaware
Governor Charles Terry re-
sponded to Mayor John Ba-
biarz's call for 500 Guardsmen
by mobilizing, for the first time
in Delaware history, the entire
4,000 man strength of the Dela-
ware Army and Air National
Guard. More than 3,600 armed
men responded.

Between April 8 and 18, more
than 370 persons were arrested,
including 67 juveniles, and 157
persons were jailed. Mayor
Babiarz put the total number of
arrests as high as 714, Most of
these arrests were for curfew
violations, but many were ar-
rested under an Emergency
Riot Act passed August 4, 1967,
following Delaware’s first black
rebellion. . . .

Mayor Babiarz lifted the city-
wide curfew and declared the
situation under control on Eas-

radio-equipped jeeps — still pa-
trol the city’s black community
every night.

From the point of view of the
ghetto resident it all adds up
to a white occupation army. The
Wilmington police force has
fewer than 10 Negroes; the
National Guard is 97% white.

At present it is unknown ex-
actly how many blacks have
been arrested in Wilmington or
how many are still in jail. . . .
The court records are poor and
nobody in the clerk’s office
knows for sure the number re-
maining in jail. There are at
least 30—there could be more.

(The Guardsmen were finally
withdrawn from the ghetto in
late January, when a new Gov-
ernor was inaugurated.)

litical prisoner, victimized for
organizing and participating in
effective human rights activi-
ties. . . . I am now in jail hav-
ing been unjustly convicted of
an alleged “sale of marijuana”
(see October Patriot). ... I was
sentenced to 30 years in the
State Penitentiary.

The conviction and sentence
are pending upon my appeal to°
the State Court of Appeals at
Austin, and I'm advised it will
take “one or two years” before
the court can render a decision
in my case. In the meantime, I
remain in jail. The courts have
failed to set bail, which would
allow me to remain at liberty
while my appeal is pending.

The action we propose to al-
leviate these injustices will not
only immedistely benefit my
crisis, but may also result in
establishing legal precedents to
prevent Toturs inu
to

momniy
available to me have been ex-
hausted in the defense of this
case and the numerous other
charges that were filed against
me.

I would not solicit this type of
help unless it were truly needed;
the fact is, I do need assistance
if I am to continue in the strug-
gle. . . . Without such assist-
ance, the prospect of Justice
prevailing in the end result
seems most remote.

Any funds that you may wish
to contribute should be mailed
and made payable to: Mrs.
Helen Johnson, P.O. Box 88012,
Houston, Tex. 77004,

In extending my thanks for
your past and continued sup-
port, I remain, in the continuous
struggle,

BROTHER LEE OTIS JOHNSON
3-D-2 #3

2310 Atascocita Road

Humble, Tex. 77338

out, or anyone who is more than usually sensitive to expectations
and reactions of other people. Given the differences in experience
and training considered appropriate for each sex, conditions now
are such that men do find it more difficult to talk with than
at women. But these are socially based differences.

Other statements in her letter imply that this and other differ-
ences between men and women are inherent differences. I don’t
think we know enough yet about what kinds of social behavior can
be attributed to sex to 1) talk about what women as opposed to
what men want, 2) to assign aggression to men and non-aggression
to women as innate characteristics, 3) to assign intuitive under-
standing or instinctive understanding of the young to women rather
than to men.

A lot of people are writing about such characteristics, about a
woman’s special way of doing things. Let her work at any job, for
example, if she does her work in a ly . This
may not exactly conform to other familiar stereotypes, which call
for entertaining or comforting, in general for being non-threaten-
ing to the dominant group. But it comes close.

I don’t mean to say this is what Donna Allen has in mind, but
she does set aside several attitudes or skills as inherently belong-
ing to women or men. Aggression is more often, now, shown by
men than women, while understanding and sensitivity to others, to
paychological and interpersonal behavior, are, now, generally better
11 of us.
e, amd
in placs

i il fullor dovelopment for hoth sexoe
rational, given the needs of people of a complex society.

Again, Donna Allen’s argument is a good one for the moment,
but not for the future. Men don’t listen well to women. But things
will never change by assuming that by nature men lack the under-
standing women have. Expect it of them, insist on it (aggressively,
it necessary). Everyone has a responsibility to learn these sorts
of things. And parents (mothers and fathers), teachers, leaders
in the Movement and the media, have a responsibility to teach
these skills as appropriate to both girls and to boys. Aside from
the effect on women, imagine the strain it puts on & man in today’s
society to hang on to an Old West image of masculinity. Where is8
he going to be comfortable? In the military or the police? Or
behind George Wallace?

‘In the meantime, why take refuge in “women’s unique contri-
butions,”” when all people can be capable of, should be expected to,
and thereby even as adults may learn to make such contributions.
The special appeal of the Southern Patriot, for example, seems to
be their effort to break down barriers between groups based on
such characteristics as sex, race, or age, when these barriers pre-
vent effective social action.

At the present, it looks like it is as necessary to form interest
groups representing women, as it is necessary for black people
(Judith Brown, November Patriot). But in the process we have to
keep in mind that the goal is a reorganization of values, of what
is more important, not who.

(MRrs.) SALLY HACKER

Crusading Journal Forced to

By MIKE HIGSON

JACKSON, Miss.—A second
Southern movement publication
has suspended publication this
winter for lack of funds,
The 70th issue of the Freedom
Information Service (FIS) news-
letter was its last unless more
money is forthcoming.

Its demise followed by less
than two months that of the
Southern Courier, a civil-rights
tabloid covering mainly Alabama
and Mississippi, published in
Montgomery, Ala.

The end of the Mississippi
newsletter is a big loss. Its con-
tent was almost entirely politi-
cal and its stance, despite

shrinking funds, had become in-
creasingly radical over the last
18 months. Bi-weekly mailings
(at one time weekly) averaged
about 2,000, the majority going
to black people in the state; the
rest went to movement or-
ganizations, papers, and people
around the country.

Printed on a duplicating ma.
chine, the newsletter was the
only Mississippi publication—
except the Freedom Democratic
Party’s paper—which carried a
round-up of movement news,
political analysis, and such
crucial information as when
candidates should file to run for
office, with whom to file, and

Houston, Tex.

Stop Publishing

the qualifications for various time was a research and docu-

offices. The rest of the press in
i rarely publishes this
kind of information, and it is
still not readily given to black
candidates at county court-
houses.

It is probably not generally
known that the newsletter was
the work of ome woman, Miss
Jan Hillegas, 25, a graduate of
Syracuse, who has been in
Mississippi since August, 1964.
She was then working with the
Council of Federated Organiza-
tions (COFO).

In the summer of 1965 she
established the Freedom In-
formation Service, which for a

M
M

ment-gathering body. The news-
letter was started in March,
1967.

Its Jackson office contains the
most comprehensive record of
the 1964 Mississippi summer
project of any in the state, and
probably in the country.

Jan Hillegas is now working
part time at Tougaloo College
outside Jackson. She is still
trying to fund the newsletter.
Between $10,000 and $15,000
would finance the paper for a
year. Contributions may be sent
to Freedom Information Serv-
ice, Box 120, Tougaloo, Miss.



THE SOUTHERN PATRIOT

The Continuing Struggle

By JACK MINNIS
(SCEF Resesarch Director)

We're seeing the begin-
ning of the third Republi-
can term since 1932, It
seems, therefore, an appro-
priate time to examine the
record of the Democratic
Party in the light of its
difference, if any, from the
acknowledged party of U.S.
business. .

The programs of the New
Deal purported to be pursuing
the interest of all the people.
The stated purpose of New Deal
programs in agriculture, busi-
ness subsidy, taxation, etc., was
to preserve the interest of the
“little man” in the face of the
overwhelming economic and po-
litical power of big business and
big wealth. That has been the
theme of subsequent Demo-
cratic administrations.

However, the years since 1932
have been a chronicle of the de-
mise of the small farmer and of
the small businessman. Agri-
culture and business are now
almost exclusively the domains
of the enormous agricultural
corporations and the billionaire
conglomerate corporations. Fed-
eral taxation and subsidy pro-
grams combine to place the

‘more,

burden of keeping the poor
alive and increasing the wealth
of the wealthy upon the should-
ers of what is left of the small-
business community, and upon
those whose income is derived
from work (whether they wear
a white or a blue collar). Indeed,
given the economic system in
which we live, it could hardly
be different.

Agriculture

For example, former Agricul-
ture Secretary Freeman re-
cently explained that it was
necessary to continue crop sub-
sidy and quota programs be-
cause farmers are “sitting on a
powder keg” of overproduction.
“American farmers still have
the capacity to produce more
than the market can absorb at
a fair price to them.” Thus at
a time when hunger and malnu-
trition are a way of life for

_millions of U.S. citizens (not to

mention whole nations abroad),
U.S. farmers must restrict pro-
duction, because if they produce
they cannot sell at a
suitable profit. In the clearest
terms, then, the hunger and
blighted lives of millions upon
millions of people are necessary
conditions for the continued
prosperity of U.S. agribusiness.

Another necessary condition,
given the federal tax loopholes
which benefit the wealthy, is

that those who have jobs and
small businesses must continue
to contribute a disproportionate
share of their wages and salaries
and incomes, through the fed-
eral taxes they pay, to subsidize
the “fair prices” of agribusi-
ness.

Business

Simultaneously with Secre-
tary Freeman’s swan song, Ed-
mund F. Martin contributed his
bit to an understanding of the
U.S. economic system. Martin
is Chairman of Bethlehem Steel
Corp. He insisted that the fed-
eral government must restrict
imports of foreign-made steel
products. Such products are
lower in price than domestic
production. Thus U.S. buyers
of steel fabrications—autos, ap-
pliances, etc.—must pay higher
prices for what they buy so
that U.S. steelmakers can re-
tain satisfactory profits. Who
buys? The same people who
contribute — disproportionately
through federal taxation on
wages, salaries and small busi-
ness income,

Finance

Coincident with these develop-
ments in agriculture and busi-
ness came the corollary in fi-
nance. The Federal Reserve
Board raised the re-discount

rate and the big banks raised
the prime interest rate to its
highest in U.S. history—7 per
cent. Businesses which borrow
for continued production and
expansion pay more for money
and, therefore, charge more for
their products. Those who buy
must pay more, again. Further-
more, governing bodies which
borrow on a long term basis to
provide public services must
contract to pay unconscionable
interest rates for years in the
future, if they are to build
facilities to meet present de-
mands. Thus the ability of
these public bodies to continue
to meet the public demands of
an expanding populace is com-
promised by current interest
rates extended, as they are, into
the future by long-term borrow-
ings. The only possibility for
meeting future public demands,
then, is an increase in taxation.
Who pays? Those who earn.
. . .

This, then, is what we’ve come
to after 36 years of government
designed by the party of the
“common man.” Is it all a con-
spiracy of the leadership of the
two parties to seem different
while remaining the same?
Hardly.

Government must always re-

apparent: The monetary and
productive systems are made
up of institutions which are
owned by private individuals.
The purpose of these insti-
tutions is to create and increase
wealth for their owners. The
entire economic system, with all
its elements cooperating, is
harnessed to this purpose. Little
wonder, then, that government,
whether it be Democratic or Re-
publican, reflects this reality.

Conspiracy, by legal defini-
tion, exists. But it is more
economic than political. And its
primary purpose is not to keep
people hungry, or to increase
unemployment, or to perpetuate
any other anti-social condition;
its purpose is to enhance the
wealth of those who own. The
anti-social results are merely
acceptable consequences to those
who own.

This is the nature of the so-
ciety which is acquiesced in by
the great majority of people
who benefit from it only margin-
ally and incidentally—or not at
all. So long as this majority re-
mains split and disorganized, it
will remain impotent political-
ly. Recognition of its interest
in revolution is the necessary
prereqluslte for political and

flect the underlying
reality of the society. The eco-
nomic reality of this society is

ec ge by the ma-
jority. This is what we must be
about.

On the Drug Question

By MARGARET McSURELY

(Editor’s Note: Over a year ago, the staff of SCEF
discussed the matter of illegal drugs and adopted the
following policy, which remains the same today: “No
illegal drugs will be permitted on SCEF property, no
SCEF staff member will use or carry illegal drugs while
pursuing SCEF work, and if a SCEF staff member is
arrested with illegal drugs the organization will not be
able to provide legal support unless it is a frame-up.”

(The reason agreed upon by
all the staff for this policy was
a simple and practical one:
SCEF people work in some of
the most dangerous areas of the
South and are therefore very
much aware of the manner in
which police are using drug
charges as an excuse to arrest
political dissenters. Thus, they
agreed, this i8 a weapon they
do not need to hand to their op-
position, Considering all the
life-and-death struggles in which
they are engaged, this is a
battle they are meither willing
nor able to take on.

(For some, although mot all,
of the SCEF staff the opposi-
tion to the use of drugs goes
deeper than the legal questions
involved. One of these is
Margaret McSurely, author of
this month’s organizer’s column.)

Several months ago I was
visiting a movement group in a
large city. In the evening, much
to my chagrin, I watched a
small group which included an
organizer and some young peo-
ple he was working with “turn
on” together.

When I criticized the organi-
zer about the danger of getting
raided and arrested for posses-
sing and using pot, and for
putting all the rest of us who
were there in this same danger,
he said it was worth the risk.
“You have to share these great

experiences like getting high
with people you’re working with
S0 you can groove together.”
Besides, he added, one of the
young men involved had been
the first to offer him a joint
when he arrived in the city so
they already knew the risks and
what they meant.

When I look back on this in-
cident I feel I handled it very
poorly. Certainly the legalities

of getting arrested and kept in
prison are important. My own
experience working in the
mountains has shown how an
arrest can ensnare all your
energies instead of spending
time with the people. But, in
this case with the young or-
ganizer, struggling with him on
the legal level was avoiding the
real issue.

My arguments could have
come from the experiences of
the mountain people. In the
old days in the coalfields
opium derivates and cocaine
were readily available to
workers in .the mines and
railroads. The workers could
buy drugs along with their
food and house coal at the
company store. It helped them
relax and made their condi-
tion seem not so terrible. It

sapped their will to fight;

then, once they were addicted,
they literally became slaves
to the company for the rest
of their lives.

Today, it's no accident that
drugs are so easy to get and so
fashionable to use. The media
tut-tuts the use of illegal drugs
among hippie type dropouts
while the underground press
promotes it. It's no accident
that some dope pushers turn out
to be narcotics agents of the
U.S. government. If the gov-
ernment really wanted to put an
end to drug traffic it could be
done in a minute.

We were all born and raised
in the capitalist system. From
an early age we were taught
that individual freedom, private
property, and free enterprise
were glorious ideals. Unfortu-
nately some of this poison re-
mains in some of our brains to
this late day: “I like to smoke
pot because it makes ME relax

The Story of Sammy Younge

By ANNE BRADEN

The Southern freedom move-
ment of the 1960’s has produced
a number of books and will no
doubt produce more. I think one
that will become a classic is the
recently-published story of the
life and death of Sammy
Younge, Jr., by James Forman.

The book is entitled simply
Sammy Younge, Jr., with a
subtitle, “The First Black Col-
lege Student to Die in the Black
Liberation Movement.” (Grove
Press, New York, 1968, $5.95)

Sammy Younge was a 21-
year-old student at Tuskegee
Institute, Ala., who was shot
and killed on the night of Janu-
ary 3, 1966, by a white filling
station operator. The killer was
later acquitted by an all-white
jury in Lee County, Ala.

Forman, a key leader in
SNCC from its earliest days,
probably knows as much as any
person living about what actu-
ally h d in the devel
black movement of the 1960’s.
But during the most intense
Southern struggles, it was other
people who were writing about
it because Forman was too busy
living it. Now, apparently, he
has begun to write it down; this
in itself is a major development.

Forman decided to write
Sammy Younge’s story on the
day he attended his funeral.
This was simply “one civil-
rights funeral too many.” He
determined that Younge, whom
he had watched come into the
Movement through the Mont-
gomery demonstrations of 1965,
would not become just another
statistic in the long list of

martyrs in the civil-rights bat-
tle.

His book accomplishes that—
and does it beautifully. Younge
comes to life—not as a two-
dimensional hero, but as a hu-
man being with fears and doubts
and, finally, commitment.

But in the process of telling
the story of Sammy Younge,
Forman—skillfully and without
seeming to try—tells the story
of the rising black movement,
from the lunch counter symbol
to the rage of 1968 and 1969.

I am sure there are reasons
why black people will want to
read this book—and perhaps it
is they for whom Forman wrote
it. But this reviewer, being
white, is convinced that this is
one no white person should miss.

and enjoy life,” “I use acid be-
cause it helps ME understand
MYSELF better,” etc. ete.

1 would be the first to ad-
mit that this is a hideous and
oppressive government we live
under. But if would-be work-
ers in the movement try to
escape this oppression through
drugs, who benefits—the sys-
tem or the people? The rulers
of this country would much
rather for movement people to
be busy discovering them-
selves and enjoying life on
an individual level (through
drugs) than out organizing
people to overthrow the sys-
tem that’s oppressing them.
My class instincts tell me

that if the small class of rulers
that runs this country is making
drugs available and fashionable,
there is a hooker in it some-
where. And it is not hard to
find, once we identify our own
lives with those of the oppressed
people all over the world.

Many of the questions white
America has been asking are
answered here: Why and when
did many black people lose faith
in nonviolent demonstrations—
if they ever had it? Why and
when did the dream of integra-
tion fail? Why and when did
great numbers of black people
become convinced that the Fed-
eral government was not on
their side? Even some smaller
questions: Why and when did
We Shall Overcome, the song
that once moved so many peo-
ple, become a hollow mockery?

Forman answers these ques-
tions—not by exhortation but
by recounting an intense ex-
perience in one small town that
was known as a model of racial
harmony and whose hypocrisy
was exposed in a blast of gun-
fire.

He uses the immensely effec-
tive technique of letting the

(Continued on page 2)




