‘cate some work. ‘Eyen if
_they are. granted aid they
are: ‘refused . immediate
’.cash, ‘and’ aré - told they
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. Thé " White Panther
- Party, "despite "our: deep: -
‘belief that we should sur-

vive by our-.own' enter-

" prises, realizés that a-lot
.of poor people -are hav- .

- .ing_a hard time surviving

" county . budget, which
~riins into tens of millions
“-of dollars annually:

I :people of the county:no!

in-Marin, and should-be
entitled to welfare,-espe-.
cially ' considering the
which

- Why should -the. po

seek welfare; -when - no
jobs are being created?
Why - should ~ they - be

. forced to move out of

* the county, only to leave
- room for more expensive
. housing to be built? It is

. ‘obvious -that ‘the county

- goverhment . is ‘going ‘to
:-make it as hard as possi-
- ble” for the poor and

: lower - middle - class

i desperate..people,. we in--

R

‘ _pendable

. lies that the county. just.

to

' _ survive there. )
© . In order to stop -the
county . from. .cheating

stituted a Welfare:Rights
Program. Previously

people- who ‘sought . wel- -

fare were treated like ex-
y peons, and
while some were granted

‘ " -the minimal pitance, oth-

.ers were brushed off with

" didn’t . have the money.
- After a certain period of

- time they were told to ei-
s ther
o below minimum wage
- jobs the county offered,
. or.

take - the menial,

starve. Information

“was ‘demanded, such as
~ who you, lived ‘with, who

irrelevent
© most of wliich ‘are illegal.

the father of your un-
born child was, and other
questions,

- " to.begin with.

‘morning,
-Friday, and spend the

Our workers arrive at
the. county welfare. of-
fices. at 8:00 AM every
Monday - thru

day. talking to each per-
son who comes in, of-

- fering their services if thé

_tion, of what to put on

person . has a question
about a--certain regula-

their application form.
Because people are so
often intimidated. by-the

county’s workers, we also
offer to attend the inter- .

view with them, and de-
mand that the person be
helped according to the

 welfare code. This strate-

gy has been amazingly
successful. Quite often
a' person will come in
who is destitute and will
ask for temporary. aid
until they are able to lo-

“us, we confrort -their

.that is_supposed
1o proyide

“the. administrative “ch
"'to” ontain’ petty . cash- for

White Panther Party

. .partment contrives it -

will just have, to wait for
‘their check; ‘even. if .it’s

for several days. . When '
tAo

these. people-comp

worker and remind-thém
about the petty cas

a. ‘homeless -

ance for a -month, he"or-

-she has' to -appeal their [/
case. before . the -county-fe
~Board = of ' Supervisors, |

and to prove to- them
why they should continue

to réceive. aid, 'While the .-
- socidl” worker, or ' legal. J

representative’ (and. the-

recipient) plead the case,
these pompous . baboons -~

take it.very -lightly, pre-
ferring to sit -back .in
their regal chairs, reading
the “scab Independent
Journal
voring a big cigar, dnd
insisting that the person

before them is simply. too -

lazy to get a“job. Even

people "~ “with. obvious " |¥s
medical problems, - if

they’re. granted a two-’
week :extension, -have to

spend that time running, -

-around collecting -letters

. from:doctors, and spend-

ing “hundreds of - hours

. sitting “in the welfare of-"
fice waiting to see their

workers about their case.
in order to re-appeal it
before thie board. -~ -

" Miny people were har:
assed when they pro-
tested giving information

_concerning who they live

with. They were told that
‘nothing ‘could be done
for them because that in-
formation was required
under the regulations: In
one case, the eligibility
worker tried to close the

interview on that basis. ‘J
Her supervisor was sum- -

moned, and she conceded
thdt there was no law
stating that an applicant
had to give out that in-
formation. Much' of our
job is simply investigat-
.ing what the law really
states, and how the de-

h fund |

newspaper, sa-

bl

under the name of -the':

taw. Many times if a per-

If there is a valid-excuse,
it’s; up-to.the worker how ".: ¢ d for eeks
" to.get an’Aid to. Famiilies -

Defends Welfare Recipient's i M i

much-t6 harass the recip-
ient,'One man. missed an
1 appointment to get medi-

-telephoned . to . fet " his
1 worker 'know. 'hé ' would
‘niot be-there.: She insisted

agreed that it would. not

the- d

Often when a _person
is .awaiting another form
£Ks| . of - assistance, such " as
M| Uneniployment Benefits,
}: Social Security or Aid to
the * Totally. -Disabled,:
~4 “they.  apply for .General
Assistance, to survive on

- their " Other - payments.
. One 'man was "expecting
to . get . unemployment

" and . applied' for ‘general
assistance until then. His:
worker told. him -that he
would - have -to-sell his
‘musi¢al ‘instruments dnd'
report for role call-every
morning at 8:00 AM in

2% order to be eligible for
R - GA. We convinced her

" that' -these “stipulations’

were' ridiculous because,
1) he was blind, therefore
unemployable, and )2. he
was.a musician and need-
ed his instruments to get
any work that he could
do. . :

lant situations involves
single mothers with chil-
dren who can’t work and
can’t afford child care.
- The welfare department
likes to take special steps
to  discourage - them.
They’re often harrassed
with unannounced home

visits -by social workers,
| threatened with - impri-

.cal testing; which he had...
to do in order to be -ef- -

I fectively treated: “He had - birth.certificates: f

that he.would be cut.off, * " before ‘the

“until one of ‘our workers *
1t to ‘see the head of -
¢ department, " "who :
.. be. neécessary .to appeal ©
the. ial, " and.’ conge- -

y .he was reinstat-. .

until - they ‘start ‘getting _rightfully ours. - ...

checks in two months,.

‘going. to *be ablé:to. con- -

cally

" One of the most preve-

sonment in a mental in-
stitution and-loss of their -
children on"the-grounds:
that they’re ‘incompetent
mothers. One woman, a.
victim . of términal can-
cer,: tried for' two weeks -

‘With "Dependent- Chil-

_dren ‘grant, but. was con-

sistently  denied it be--
cause she didn't have"

childfen. Her worker fi-'"

-‘nally-waived the need for

birth. certificates, but not:
001 “woman

was reduced to calling

“Suicide - Prevention - for:

‘help (the telephone num- -
ber -is clearly posted in :
both- county welfare of-’

fices).

Although . they. clair

" to help. as many geople.

as possibly, it’s: obvious
that the county of Marin
is just as determined to
harass. and  intimidate
poor people as they are
determined. .to._deny us.
‘tax, . money . that..-is

With the institution .of-
the White Panther Party .
Welfare Rights program,
the: fascist Marin county:

‘administrators startéd to
-squirm _since:. they

S srealsi -
ized :that .they.-weren’t

trol the people in the way .
they’ve been accustomed

to. The bombing of the:*
HEW offices in SH:by -

‘the Women’s -Brigade of -

the Weather.” Under-

-ground is another exam-

ple of desperate people:
dealing with a. fascist. in- .
stitution that  theoreti-. -

is “helping’ . the-
poor: R

Until the'county rulers '
start making it possible "
for people ‘in- Marin® to*
set up their own enter-

-prises. with ‘tax money,"

we will continue to de- -
mand welfare rights for
every ill, elderly or unem--
ployed person in the
county. through this pro-
gram. o
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' WITNESS .
CALLPOLICE " .

INCIDENTS

-When . citizens - are
stopped by police, - there.
is.a-tendency for passers-
5y to'shrug their shou
Jers. and be.glad it’s not
‘hem being- stopped. This
attitude.leaves _citizens at
:he mercy of police; -and
sometimes this “leads to
abuses.-If you: encounter
a - police - inecident, ‘you

aave "a_right and a re- =

sponsibility - to -see to- it
that "the -citizen ‘involved
hias ‘community’ support,
if needed. All it takes is
for ~ybu - to approach:
slowly, and ask the’ citi-#
zen if a witness is needed.
The police: have no right
to prevent: you ' from.
doing this.- You are not
ohstructing justice. If
they .try to intimidate or
discourage you, which
unfortunately they often
will, tell- them clearly
what .you are doing, and
if _Bhey ‘persist, take their
A ;

_ , 6 says he
doesn’t need a witness,
feave. If 'you’re not serv-
ing"a,purpose, don’t hang
around:just for the enter-
tainment:: . 7
If he 'says he does, ask-
his ‘name, ‘his phone or
address, and who ' e’
wants . contacted if ‘hes
arrested.  Find out why
he "is' being detainéd.
Your. presence - is likely
to discourage illegal acts
by police, but if such acts
occur,. be sure:to remem-
ber. -the -exact - details.
Don’t -give legal advice,
least .of all to the police.
It’s up to the citizen in-
volved. to decide how to
‘handle the situation. You
are only there to verify
subsequent .. complaints. *
Try to speak as little as
possible. - Dor’t “hassle,
antagonize, or abuse the
police officers. It isn’t a
game. - .
After . the incident, if
there is -any apparent
abuse, call the complaint
number. Get names of
other witnesses, and ad-
dresses. Arrange to get
witness’ statements as
sobn as possible.
2FORM.
COMMUNITY
DEFENCE GROUPS
When a citizen is.
-arrested, it is difficult for
her or him to organize
legal support, bail con-
tacts, community . sup-
port, etc. from a ecell.
Even after being bailed
out,  following through
on complaints is an ex-
hausting job for one per-

- things * drop, “instead - of -

o o

P Progan

son, and this is the.rea-"
son that most -people -let- -

pursuing attemps for ‘re- could n
dress of grievances. ~ .- the ' people . &
T _ . . them helpless in"the.face
" of armed tyranny. What
freedom " there -has. been

Rtime has '?ep nd

The solution to this
problem is to organize
support  beforehand _so
that it is available when
it is needed. Every citizen.
should be able to call a
friend- from jail. and be-
sure -that .this friend will:+
be able to take care of-
the -business necessary to
activate justice. A de-
fense group would in-.
clide one or two.lawyers,
someone familiar with
the local media, a doctor
.or a community health
worker, a bailbondsman,
or someone familiar, with
the system .for. obtaining
bail on short notice; and
a few good typists,
speakers, diplomats, etc. -

When these groups are
functioning, - it-, will: -bé.
much more unlikely that
police will risk breakin

the law to -hurt someone. -
don’t happen to

the
likg. o : K .

Obviously, "there. are
minorities © who - need
these groups. more than

-others - Blacks, youth,

ex-cons, Communists,
etc. -But ‘this -defense
against police crime is
crucial to the entire com-
munity, consequently less
oppressed ~ people . will
also help these groups.
In fact, this is one of the
areas where cooperation
between different ele-
ments of the community
can best be manifested.
3JARMIN
ACCORDANCE
WITHTHE -
~ SECOND AMEND-
MENT OF THE ..
U.s. CONSTITU-
TION .7
The revolutionaries
who framed the Consti-
tution were ‘not §6 haive
as
freedom of a people
could be safeguarded by

%temptation 16y :
"egal medns of repression
-also increases. - :

“and not haveit.

‘gram

“to the increasing tenden-

to think that - the - ¢y -of dominant politi- -

" increases;,

Police in Marin Coun-
ty -are relatively disci-
plined and law-abiding
at this time. But what’
guarantee is there that
one group- or another.of
psychopaths won’t get it
into their -heads to. give

.Nixon, et al, "a’lttle

extra-legal help? We ad-
vocate protecting, our-
selves against this Sort of
thing.

Possessing and train-
ing with firearms. is no
more . dangerous. . than
doing the same with au-
tomobiles. The impor-
tant thing is not'to take
guns away from people
but to educate people to

“know when and how .to [

use them if a_nd when 2
real need " arises. It is
much safer to. have a

to use it than'to need one

i

veapon and never have!

OF POLIGE
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_tion. We haven’t forgot-|
tén Fred hampton - anr
Kent State.

n’ . --But our opposition' to
illegal

“police’. " "tactics
doesn’t mean that we be-

lieve in obstructing police

when they "are carrying
“out legitinvate. .services.
On . the _contrary; we'
think that-the ‘members.

of a community should

-activély -cooperate in .the

‘alone ‘can. stop -wanton

is .- murdeérers, rapists, ;-and
5f- heroin pushers is as fool- |

“ish-as thinking “that ‘the
| -.police are. not necessary
e -at all. ’

" As police departments
become more responsive
‘to the needs of the com-
munity, rather than spe-
cial interest groups. or

profiteers, their aliena--

tion from the community
- especially from the
youth and minorities -
-will also - decréase, ‘and
combined community ef-.

forts will be.more suc- .

cessful at stopping crime.
We don’t think it follows
from the fact that some-
one is employed as a po-

-lice officer that she or he .

is a mindless robot ready
to follow any orders’
whatsoever. So we don’t

treat police as though -

they are mindless. -

¥

enforcement of just laws.:.
To think that the police .

Siniing_Order
rom the Cllet
ol e - Berkeley
Tole 1o all
e men on
lis forge

Subject:

Arrest  Proce-
dure - . :

All officers are Tre-
minded that when an ar-
rest is being made. pass-
ers-by, onlookers, or po-
tential, witnesses have an
inherent right to observe
the arrest process and to
communicate with the ar-
réstee to the extent that
such communication _in

-the arrest process. Under
ordinary arrest situations
these witnesses should be
able to hear any conver-
sation between the offi-
.cer-and the prisoner.
Officers are expected
to use good judgment in
arrest situations and.res-
trict the practice of de-
manding that onlookers

leave the area only .in
those instances where the
‘onlookers’ definitely
pose-a threat to the safe-
ty of the officer, prison-

.er, or the witness.

A

4SUPPORT YOUR

LOCAL POLICE .
The four-point - pro-

is  designed to

guard - the "community

" ’against” police ‘terror. It~

is formulated in response

cians fo rely on physical

force to political opposi- .

no way interferes with ..




