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BLACK SCHOLAR: You were away in exile
for quite a long time. Though we were
always aware of your presence and impact
on the black liberation movement and your
persistent promise to return to this country,
it still must have taken more than ordinary
courage to come back. Why did you come
back to the United States?

wiLLiams: Well, you see, the problem is
that I didnt leave on my own. I was
forced out of the country. I would still
have been in the South, because we had
quite a movement going there. But the
most positive aspect of my retum to a
racist America could probably be called an
opportunity to demonstrate the extent of
the black man’s commitment to our ever
widening struggle for liberation. I hope
to set an example that will serve notice
that in face of white supremacy, terror, un-
just and cruel imprisonment and threats
of cold-blooded and savage death, the
black man can no longer be intimidated.
I hope to bring home the point that the
day has gone forever when the bullying
white man can frighten the black man
out of existence. He has the power to
assassinate but not to intimidate.

BLACK SCHOLAR: So you did not come back
expecting justice in American courts. We
remember your appeal in 1969 on behalf
of “Afro-American militants who refuse to
sell out and who cannot be intimidated”
and in opposition to the “vicious campaign
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to destroy effective and potential ghetto
leaders” such as Max Stanford, Huey New-
ton, Rap Brown, LeRoi Jones, Martin Sos-
tre, Herman Ferguson, Cleveland Sellars,
John Kenyatta and Lee Otis Johnson.
You urged that black Americans must be
inspired to display the same determination
in safeguarding the human and civil rights
of our oppressed people as white racists
are to legally lynch us. You knew about
the legalistic repression of black leaders.

wiLriams: Yes, I did. I knew that a mad
dog can always be expected to act like a
mad dog. So it is time to cast away illu-
sions about peace, justice, democracy and
the redemptive potential of the savage
racists. Actions speak louder than words.
The black and the weak are always vic-
tims of the white and the strong. Thus,
John Bull's (England’s) sterile words of
censure against a minority of white squat-
ters and poachers on the black man’s soil of
Africa are quite in contrast to his “law and
order” enforced by bullet and bayonet in,
say, tiny and independence-loving Anguilla.
But then, the contrast hinges on the dif-
ference between black and white and the
tyrannical nature of white power. Like
father, like son, that’s the way it is with
John Bull and Uncle Sam, and as far as
the black man is concerned, he has no
legal or human rights that white terror is
bound to respect. So, what we have is a
living lesson in black and white contrast!
It is excessive asininity for black people
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liams continued his revolutionary activity with broadcasts and as publisher of
The Crusader, a monthly newsletter. Williams returned to the United States
a few months ago. The Committee to Aid in the Defense of Robert Williams,
Box 666, Detroit, Michigan 48206, has been formed for his legal defense.
This interview was recorded on April 23, 1970.

to expect justice in a hostile white jungle
society.

In the first place, I am not now a crim-
inal, I have never been a criminal, and the
only times that I have ever been in jail
were because of my fight for justice. It’s a
matter of justice. The false charges against
me were not motivated by criminal activity
on my part, but stemmed from political and
racial persecution. I have as much right,
or more, to live in America as Nixon, and
no amount of intimidation can force me to
abdicate this inalienable right. So, it’s not
a matter of justice. It's a matter of trying
to lynch a black man and trying to white-
wash it and make it look good. And I don’t
know of any appeal to reason that’s ever
been able to really save a black man when
the white mob' has been really set on
lynching him.

Occasionally, a black man might be
justly set free, or justly not prosecuted.
But that’s just occasionally, and it's an ex-
ception rather than a rule. It's something
like gambling; and justice should be con-
stant and expected, and not a thing of
chance. In fact, in my chance, my case,
even if they turned me loose, it wouldn’t
be justice. Not only am I not guilty of
any crime; I've already gone through all of
this harassment, and I've been handi-
capped in many ways, had my life dis-
rupted. They can’t give me justice now
for what they’ve already done.

BLACK SCHOLAR: Before we get on with all
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the things they did to you, and your long,
hard struggle to return—as well as what
changes you have noticed now that you are
back—would you tell us about the move-
ment you had in North Carolina that up-
set the white power structure sof

wiLLiaMs: Well, by now I have one charge
for trying to get integration and another
charge for trying to get separation. But at
that time, I was fighting for integration. I
was the local president of the NAACP
down in Union County, North Carolina.
We had a long series of struggles with the
white power structure for the six years I
was president. You see, all the while I
had advocated a policy of armed self-de-
fense. Also, I had been a candidate for
mayor. Now, that’s not considered very
much now, but in those days they didn’t
even do that in Northern towns. Besides,
we had our own militia. ‘

BLACK SCHOLAR: When was that?

wiLiams: As far back as 1957, when we
spent the summer in foxholes behind sand-
bags. We had steel helmets. We had ob-
tained gas masks. And we had a better
communication system than they have now.
In fact, we had better organized self-de-
fense forces than they have now. This was
too much for the white power structure.
They felt they had to make an example of
me.

BLACK SCHOLAR: Still, we remember you
saying once that “violence and turmoil
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wiLLiaMs: Yes, we got a dose of urban re-
newal early, when it first came out. They
came through the community where we
lived, part of the black community, the
section where 90 per cent of the black
people or more owned their own homes.
Some had homes worth as much as thirty-
five thousand dollars in terms of what
money meant there then. On the other
hand, there was another section of the
black community where they didnt even
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have indoor toilets. The urban renewal
bypassed the houses that didn’t have in-
door toilets and went through the com-
munity with the $35,000 homes. These
they condemned for urban renewal. You
see, this also was where the political
strength of the black community and the
militancy and the voters were and where
they could afford and had the guns.

Well, it so happens that about this time,
when President Eisenhower was visiting
India as the guest of Nehru, he made a big
pronouncement there that he and the
United States wanted all of the people of
Asia to have decent housing and food. We
saw this as an opportunity and sent a tele-
gram to Prime Minister Nehru (who had
been a guest of the NAACP and knew
what it meant) and asked him to please
convey the message to Mr. Eisenhower.
We signed it as the NAACP.

We expected, somewhat apprehensively,
that Mr. Eisenhower would go into his
theories to call it a fraud. And we expected
him to really jump us when he got back.
But a strange thing happened. When Ei-
senhower came back to this country, he
personally called an Afro-American named
Dr. Snowden, who was working in hous-
ing, and asked him to contact me and to
assure us that he was just as interested in
our homes as in the people of Asia, and to
rest assured that there wouldn't be any
urban renewal in that community until the
law had been fully complied with. He said
to let him know if I had any problem.
Actually, it was carried in the press, the
Afroamerican. He had made a special call
from the White House. That stopped the
urban renewal program dead in its tracks.

BLACK SCHOLAR: What ever happened to it?

wiriams: That's been over ten years ago,
and it just bogged down and was finished
in its tracks. But the local officials have
never forgiven me for that. We were al-
ways embarrassing them. We had invited
students, exchange students from Japan and
Britain, and correspondence journalists
from overseas. We invited them into the
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