YELLOUK

DURING THE LATE 1960S AND

B

EARLY 1970S, THE BLACK PAN-

THERS ROSE TO THE BATTLEFRONT FOR THE OPPRESSED PEOPLE
IN AMERICA. MANY ASIAN AMERICANS WERE RIGHT THERE, TOO.

The Panthers sel the stage in the |ate 19240s and were the
unotficial leadership for the American revolt against The
Man. A lot of people probably have no idea that this
movement included Asion Americans thal supported
joined, and parficipated with Black Panther-inspired
groups. Yes, Asian Americans were badass and fought
oppression in the forms of drugs, rocism, and injustice

In our quest fo maks sense of this period, we inferviswad
a bunch of people whe participated in various ergani-
zations from LA to Seottle to Moew York who were part of
the worldwide movemeant during this turbulent anc] excit
ing period of prolest in Americo. Mast of the people we
talked to said that the Yellow Power Movement ended
when the Black Panthers were split in the early 1970s
The end of the Vietnam War was alse: cited as an end to
the massive protest, but most of the individuals we met
are shill active and waiting for the next big revelt so they
can kick The Establishment's ass

Inevitably, some of you will say “But you forgot this...” or
“This isn't true,” but we don't care, so don't waste your
lime telling us what we missed. We wrote about what we
thought was accessible and interesting, We did the best
we could with the people who responded 1o our
inquiries. And then there ore those Yellow Chickenshit
Charlies who held back or wouldn't respond ot all. You
know who you ore, and we're sure your ex-movemant
group will Iﬁunk you for being o pussy.

To-our knowledge, this is the biggest, faftest, and most
informative callaction of articles written in o non-acade-
mic magazine about this topic. But take it for what it is—o
seTiEs ﬂ? interviews that describe a bigger story of move-
ment and revolution around the world. The individuals
aren’t as important as the entire picture. If you're an
Asian Americon, o history buff, or a parson whao gives o
shit about sociely, then these pages are for you.
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EE LEW-LEE is a Chinese-Jamaican who would rather talk about
how his grandparents were scholars in China than say what it
was like to interview Geronimo Prait, Leonard Peltier, and

37 ANy NERNS Mumia Abu-Jamal in prison.

LEE LEW-LEE Likewise, he would rather recount how the | Wor Kuen and Young Lords teamed up fo resuscitate New

n Hang York's Gueveneur Hospital than describe meetings with Jockie Robinson, Haile Selossie, and the

: Dalai Lama. After several lengthy discussions with Eric and me, the LA-based filmmaker took me to

his secret book source and provided more contacts than I'll ever be able fo dial. Lee’s humble, gen-

erous, and playful personality belies the fact that he belonged 1o radical Asion Power groups as well
as the Black Panther Party, and is o fierce revolutionary to this day.

KING COMMIE

l had & scholarship to go to the Cathedral of St. Jahn the Divine choir school. When | wias in tha sighth grade, Dr. King
came and gave his first anti-war speach. | was one of three students chosen to meet him and he was very kind. Then he
sat opposita ma in the cathedral. He was staring at me. At first | thought | was imagining it, Then | looked around and
noticed that | was the anly pergon of color up in the chair on that side of the cathedral. When he gave the sermon, he
began talking about the Vietnram War
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FISTS OF RIGHTEOUS HARMONY ., torin weng

With the Western powers jamming fheir collective tongues down China's throat and the Manchu
Ch'ing dynasty shacking up in the Forbidden City in 1895, a secret society of patricts formed and
mﬂe?ﬂum:ahm | Wor Kuen—the Fists of Righteous Harmony. This group of red-turban-wearing
martiel arfists became known to foreigners as the Boxers.

The WK inifial goal wos fo run the Ch'ings and the Westerners out of China, but the Empress
Deawager convinced them fo focus on the gwailo influence. Chrisian missionaries, Chinese converts,
and foreigners in general were sought out and beaten down by the Boxers, who cast mogic spells
o prolect themselves from bullets and gain support from spirit soldiers,

Foreign diplomats and businesspeople fended off aftacks for two manths ofier the Boxers fook over
Paking. When the Empress Dowager's promise fo dispel the rebellion proved empty, the |mK:nlis!
forces of Europe and America procesded fo crush both the Baxers and the Chiing rulers Then they
pillaged the capital city and created an econemic and pelifical gang-bong that would last until the
Communists seizad control of Ching offer Werdd War Il

The Boxers’ skin wasn't bulletproof and their actions weren't exactly harmanious, They tended to be xenophobic and reactionary, But the IWK's cause
wos rightecus and the activists in New York's Chinatown nomed themselves after them
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WOEN YOU T8 IN Your o dountry and you baven't broke

THREE TAPES THE HARD WAY by Enc Nokamura

Here are o few fapes fo gel you info the mindset-of revolution to fight back against your oppressors. Sure
there ara tons of tapes out there that might represent tighting back, but this is o great litle collection that
ranges from the loke and funky fo the hard and real

BLACK GESTAPO Apgrocc: 90 min. Director Lee Frost. No nome recognifion on this tope like Dolemits or Shalt, bt yeu da
gel o Blaxploited view ot how pawer gefs corrupled. A black man, Rod Perry o5 General Ahmed, wants to stort o Waths
Ehack army and he get i going, but then it splinters off in o bod angle, The People’s Ammy Group stumare off with cheesy
white racketeers wha have the gambling, prostitufion, and drug market comered. The army tokes over with vialanes ond
ges too fat, they: get a fraining compound with swarms of big-breased white women and are living like Idi Amin. Geosral
Abimed gets word of this and if's up o him 1o set everything siraight, Mearwhile the whiteys gat driven out of fown. With
gun bthes, freehin breost shots, pimp stops, ond mililant uniforms, shit goes off in his flm. There arent sxacty any Black
Panihers in fhis film, but if's o satire on how loco! armies get sioted.

THE FBI WAR O BLACK AMERICA 60 min. This documentary by Denis Mueller ond Deb Ellis hos great select focinge
fram Maloalm X, MLK, ond some Bladk Panthers. It froces the COIMTELPRO), the FRI, police, and the KKK whe wers ou 1o
dastray the black revalutionary movement by killing the young and sutspakan Fred Hompion, X, and MLK, among miany

athers, With interviews with Kathleen Clacver, FBI tastimarry, Huey P. Mewtan, Geronima Proft, H. Rop Brown, ond Adom
Cleryton Powell, this film is heavy en the Panfhers. Although it chocks in o bit oo thart, it gives you an idea of what really
happened

BROTHERHOOD OF DEATH B85 min. Director Bill Berry, Mo city folks here. Brotherhood of Death sarts off with black ' Y A
Vietnam War sldiers who eome back and end up in the Seuth. A local black womon gets roped, her boyfriend gefs beat PR A Ao 'M
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PAT SUMI MET THE NORTH VIETNAMESE GENERAL

Pat Sumi was one of the individuals we wonted to interview for this orticle. Bul os we were getfing
our editorial minds up-ta-date, Pat possed away, stricken with cancer. According fo lse Lev-Lee, she
wanled o copy of the photograph of the delegation to Asia before she passed oway. Eldridge
Cleaver. who had the neg, never made a copy for her. This image you see above wos liberated
Fram Cleavers book, Soul on lce.

Pl grew up in East LA, odmittedly o model Asion getfing good grades and, te quote Mao, "a frog
af the botiom of o well.* She traveled throughout fhe US to get o glimpse of how life raally worked
cutside of her hame. She want to Africa in 1965 and learned that the peaple thera hove slements in
caminan with Asians. After callege, she froveled to the South, where she saw poverty and rocism
firsthand. This is where she reclized that her life was going to change. After attending grad schoal,
Sumi moved: back West and joinsd o hippie cammuna in 1967

Later, she helped set up a coffeehouse near Camp Pendleton in San Diego fo talk to Gls about what
the heck they were doing and what was going on “When you start messing with the troops, you're
massing with the power that The Man has fo control most of the so-called ‘free world,” said Sumi in
o 1971 Gidro interview, Her group helped organize the Movement for Democratic Military, which
saunds like an axymaron. Although she admits that they did some good, they also messed-some sal
diers’ minds up. In recognition of her work, Sumi wos invited to join the Anti-imperialist People’s
Dulegation an their frip to MNorth Kerea, Marth Vienam, and China, [Alex Hing, who joined the del-
egation os a member of the Red Guard Party, talks about the trip en page 79.]

-EM
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EAST BAY STORY

BERRELEY
AND BEYOND

ton of e-mails and phone calls led me to the Asian-
owned, movement-rooted Eastwind Books shop on

Shattuck Street in Berkeley. thors where 1 met with Richard Aoki

(charter member and Field Marshal of the Black Panthers and spokesperson of UC Berkeley’s Asian
American Political Allionce), Harvey Dong (worker and tenont organizer), Steve Louie (member of
Wei Chi Min and worker organizer), and Vic Wong (o founding member of UC Berkeley's AAPA, involved
with SNCC, and worker organizer). Eastwind wos too small for all of us, so we procured o corner booth
ol @ nearby Burger King. It was weird to talk to o bunch of political radicals in o corporate death-

Che
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A GANG
OF FOUR

Waonag

i
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burger joint, but sometimes the most dangerous place is the safest place.

PART I: STEVE LOUIE

"The Asian Movement was tremendously libarat-
ing,” says Steve Louie, sifting through his collec-
tion of slides, prints, and radical newspapers from
the early 1970s

The third-genaration ABC first became involved
with Asian activism in 1969 whan he was studying
sogiology at Occidental College in Los Angales.
When he received a scholarship for independent
study, he used it to travel the Bay Area, Boston,
Mew Yark, and across the country where "groups
were coming up like weeds.”

He settlad In San Francisco, where he made con-
tacts during his travels, At this time, the
International Hotel was a center of Asian
American activism, with elderly Filipinos and
Chinese living in the upper stories and community
groups renting out the basement.

Louie joined the Wei Min She, an anti-imperialist
and pro-worker group whose name can be trans-
lated into "Crganization for the People.” Louie

explains, "We were trying to organize peopla to
take things into their own hands and become polil-
ically conscious.”

Unionizing the Les Mah electronics and Jung Sai
garment workers was one of the group's big strug-
gles. Both battles ended bitterly when the electron-
ics owners struck a deal with the union and fired
the workers and the garment workers walked out
and Jung Sai went out of business.

Whan the Vietnam War ended, so did WMS. "As
the war started to wind down in 1972, the more
politically aware groups began 1o embrace more
revolutionary ideals. Struggling against the war
and understanding the nature of the enamy
caused a lot of us to gravitate toward Marxism and
find inspiration from Mao. That's the direction |
went in.”

PART 2: RICHARD AOKI

By the time Richard Aoki involved himsalf with
Asian American activism, he had been active in
three political movements:



1. "Prcking strawbermias is the warst thing l've
ever gona in my life. While | was getting my
{oes weat baing & proletariat | ran across mil-
tants: in the-unkons. All these militants ware
I:I:IIETFT'.lJF-I.'EI:SI ThF_!“;'rl'—. GOIMIMLmSis '5F_|F!I'I'|F‘r,1 jis
Rave some Good dess.

2, “¥You could ook at the Civil Rights Era as the
baginning af the Black Liberation struggle, but
ther Nationalist Movement with Stokely
Carmichael, SNCO (Studant Nanviolent
Coordinating Cammittes), and othar younger
organizations-thet spiung up-all ovar the coun
tiy atiracted me,”

3. "When the 8iack Panther Farty for Salt-
Pefensa sprung up in Dakland, It seamed like
a good thing. | was at the first organzational
mesting and they sald, Who wants to step for-
ward ta join?" | stepped forward and was mads
branch captain and then elavalad 1o fiakd mae-
shai, of which thers wera only six of in the his
tory of tha BPE®

Lipon promotion o Tield marshal, Aok o
grew Up with BFP co-fouriders Huey P
Newton and Bobby Saals in West Oakiand
attar returning from the Topaz Concantration
Camp) ransferred from Merritt Collage to
Berkelay and "want underground to look into
the Asian Movernant to see il we could devel-
op-an Asian vars:on of the BFP® There, ha
jainad the Asian American Political Alliance
[AAPA) and became the spokesparsan

Wi protested against the security pect sigred
by the LIS in Japan We partimpated in anti-war
and BPP demonstratons, especially to fres
Husy Mewton, the so-foundar who was in jadl
at the time. Technically | was a representative
of AAPA. Privately, | was stll making reports to
the Panthar organtzathon, |'d say, This s
what's happening. eto.” They'd ask, 'Holw can
wa halp?'"

"AAPA wag the first Assan group at Barkalay
that had such a dverss sthnic background, Wea
had Chinesa, Japanese, Flpinos, and Koraans.
Par-Asianiam really was something that we
renvier thought Gl a1 the time. We wara so glad
10 ges another Agian.”

And not-all members wane studants: "Bob Rita
was @ foundet of the Farm Warker's: Linion. He
was-at Berkalay orgamzing-and | was-abla 1o
talk to him and seaif he was iImerssted in
HAAPA It was & natural thing for him=ha was
Filiping-and he had been an agnoultural worker
alt his life. He was a8 labor arganizar, yal ha
[pined AAPA becausa of our stance on the
axploitation of workers."

In Fall 1968, the SFSU branch of ALPA oinad
the Third World Strike. Tha Barkelay chapter
folkowsad in thespring.

PART 3: GANG OF FOUR
THE THIRD WORLD STRIKE

GR: Why did the Asian Americans for
Paolitical Action and other groups in the
Third World Liberation Front strike at
Barkeley and SFSUT

YW What we waerd striking for was not ethnic
studies but an-autonomous Thard Weorkd cam-
pus, which nevar happened. We got tremern-

dous community support, despite what peoplie
have sawd about our movament baing an isolat-
ed group of militant students

GR: What was a typical strike day like?

HD A common day involvad halicoptiars fiying
above, shooting pepper-gas at the students
Tha pafice would sweep the campus with
these machings spraying gas, All that repres-
sion forced nautral elements 1o taka sides

Ra: | =aw how changes occurred i ConScinus-
ness when 147 al us ware arrestad, Wa had a
mass arraignmant and | was sitting in the
classroom. | saw a blond-haired, blue-ayed
sorofity-type girl walk batore the judge with a
big-time attormey. So | sad, “What are you
doing hera?” Sha was coming ot of one of
the buildings and her boylnend, a hippie, got
s head baaten in. Al sha could do was recite
one-of our slogans "Pigs off campus! Pigs ot
campus!” They arrested har You don't think
she had an attitude change?

VW It was the bloodiest and costliest stnka in
history. We had to come up with these sctians
and tActics bacause people in power wers vio-
lgnthy against the Third World College, against
the Third World peaple uniting

R After three months, the violenca got out of
control. Reagan catfed the Alameds County's
shantt’s Departmeant, which brought an atmos-
phere ol terroe to our campus, Things happen
in-a reign of terror. The largest suditonum on
the upiversity caught fire

GR: What made the Third World Strike dif-
ferant from previous demonstrations?

VIV People like Richard who had direet milesny
mxparence. Also, we took mapiration from
worldweide struggles; maost notably the
Zengakuren in Japan. They had very unusual
tactics, very mobile and-fast actions. We would
start really early, braak up inta small groups. By
tha-time campus-officials got thera; we wera
pune. Bafors thay'd just seen big, massive
ggmonstalions

SL: The Free Speach Movament used very
migssive, immobile, easy-to-find groups

HD: The strike was a combination of direct
action with aducation, In the evenings wa
wanl to dormitorias, fratemities, churches
community groups, and stuff like that

VIV R wBsn't just a local thing or just-forour
own little groep in collage. Wae identifiad with
tha struggies of the oppressed peoples of the
weorld, of all of the stropoles that were going
on then. \We fought hardar becsuse we didn't
SE it a5 just our own frght,

HD} Atter the Third Werd Swmike, wa falt that
wa had 1o carry 'out our rhetorlc, so wa started
settng up field offices m the community

CHINATOWN CO-0OP

GH: How did tha Chinatown Co-op start?
HD: It began a5 8 research project. There was
a lot of research on the problems of garmeant
workers and wie didn’t want to be “poverty
pimps " who did research, filed reports, and
that was it They wane trying 1o get inta the
union, | was involved in two union drives, The
problam was that there-wasn T moch demacra:
oy within the wnion, so we looked more toward
the idea of developing-a coopamative. The Co-
af lasted about four years

GR: Was it hard to get workers involved?
VA Wa were fortunate enough 1o mecruit one
af the top wirkers, M=, Lurm, who was mak-

ing & lot of money for a-gamment workes back
than, She tested us for a whibe, but after the
third maeting she decidad 1o join, She halped
ragruit other workears

GR: Did they freak out when you asked
them to sew Chinese worker-style jackets?
VWL Mo, That was a big moneymiaker. It
became & famous thing-among intemational
labor movements, We would get people visit-
ing us from |catand and Canada:

HD; And thay all brought horme Mao jackers. It
wivs kind of unique. This whola concept of
alternative mstitutions was part of the whala
movement going on at tha time. Evantually, it
shut down, but we wera able 1o make new
ks with Immigrant workers and movide
things ke English classas. Latar, when there
ware ather labor disputes and strikes, some
waorkers from the Co-op came to the Asian
Community Canter for halp m ther strugglas.
VIV Every day, people would comie down and
say, "Can you help w87 Electronics workers,
garment workers-thiy had no piace alse to go;
Some of them fell mtimidsted. Bushoys would
say, 'l shpuldn't be hara,” Wa said, "You have
every fight 1o be hare. This I supposed to bea
public university®

THE I-HOTEL

GR: What was the International Hotel?

HD: The hotel was owned by Walter
Shorenstesn, one of the real estate barmng in
San Francisco: The tenants lalderly Filipino and
Chinesa mean) organized a union that oppossad
gwviction. They got a lesse extension, then & fire
was sat In the building and several tepants
died in it Shorenstein said, “Sea? | was nght.*
Just arourd the time the Third World Strike
was winding gcown, tenants of the I-Hotel con-
tacted AAPS for support

sSL: When Hirst saw it | thought, "Holy shitl
What a tuberculosis breeding pitl”

HD: That's whan all the formar SF State stk
ers, AAFA from Berkeley, and the Filipino com-
munity converged, The Co-op was a part of
that. The Asign Commurity: Party was part of
that, The Asian Lagal Safvcas sot up shop
thare. The Red Guards opened thers.

VIAVG You hiad the Financia!l Distnct that was
Moneybags Clty. Then here was one biock,
1otally tha opposte in they way they dressad
with:pRintings. murals, and all these banners
saving, "Gal the nch off our backs.” The com-
mihity started 10 see this was ther center. All
these differant groups operated out of thare
{n paper it looks good: young and 'old, unital it
wias-a raal lesson In democracy. We argusd,
but we kapt the place going when they wang
going o tear ot dowr,

GR: What was eviction night like?

SL: I went bevond the Asian cormmunity. Five
to six thousend supporters came from all over
the city, They went thera beCauss wa ware
fighting for something that we thought was
important. Thera was a landlord-tenant aspeact
of the struggle, but whan they wiped out the
lock, they wiped out a center of activism in
the Asian community

YW Mot just the Asian-American Movement. It
becamea a canter for The Maovement

HD: Although you can't prove it, we see the
gvigtion as baing political. It's not a landlond:
tanant dispule; it's an attempt to dastroy the
Agan-Amarican impact that was going an
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