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DURING THE LATE 19605

The Panthers set the stage in the late 1940s and were the
un|:|H||::||:|| ‘-E-"l-l:I-E'r'i.l'llr' |:|:':-r 1 A merieon revoll E::gl:t:l'lﬂ “‘-E

Man. A lol of people probably have no idea thot this
movement included Asion Americans thal u[:.-|:'.-nr1-E-d
]::;une-d and |'_|-:.1r1||:|p-r.|1-|"rJ with Block Panther-ins |:|IF'EL'J
groups. Yes, Asion Amaricans were badoss and F-u-ulgh'
oppression in the forms of drugs, racism, and injushice

In our quest to make sense ot this |:-L=-r||:a-:J. we inferviewed
a bunch of peaple who participated in various ergani-
satians from LA 1o Seattle to New York who ware P o
the worldwide movemeni dur:ng this hirbuten! and excil
ing period of protest in America. Mast of the people we
talked 1o soid that the Yellow Power Movement snded
whan the Black Panthers were 5|;_'I|I'| in the Eﬂl'l}-' 19705
The end of the Vietnam War waos also cifed as on end fo
the mossive protest, but mast ol the ir1-l.'.|i'-'iI:|L'll.'l‘!|- wiit mal
are shill ochive and wigiting far the naxd big revalt 5o I‘|'|E;.-*
can kick Tha Estoblishmant's oss

MALCOLM X ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE
CIVIL RIGHTS | WOR KUEN

TODAY pHb  BLACKPANTHER p7()

:.l, _ _T ok i-\

YELLOW EROTHERHOGD

ANTI-DRUG BLACK PANTHER

AMD ASS-KICKING F}'ﬁ

UNDERCOVER PANTHER

BPP FIELD MARSHAL
AAPA  n7() LABOR ORGANIZERS 72

GANG LEADER
FUCK U FOUNDER
SESU STRIKER P?"?

AND EARLY 1970S, THE BLACK PAN-

THERS ROSE TO THE BATTLEFRONT FOR THE OPPRESSED PEOPLE
IN AMERICA. MANY ASIAN AMERICANS WERE RIGHT THERE, TOO.

Inevitably, some of you will say “But you torgo ihis..." or
“This isn't true,” but we don’t care, so don't waste your
fime telling us what we missed. We wrote about what we
thought wos accessible and interesting. We did the best
we could with the people who responded to our
INCUIrkes And then there are thowe Yellow Chickenshif
Charlies whe held back or wouldn't respond ot all. You
know who vou are, and we re sure your ex-movement
group will Iﬁnnk you tor being o pussy

To our knowledge, this is the bigges!, fottest, and mos!
informative collection of arhicles written in o non-ocode-
mic rnu?:]..tlnf about this fopic. Bul take it tor what it is-o

saries of interviews that -EIE';-!:HI.'IL . |::|u rslory af move-
ment and revolution around the world. The individuals
aren’t as important as the entira picture. IF you're an
Asian American, o history bull, or a person who gives o
shit about socisty, then these poges are for you

BERKELEY STRIKERS
|-HOTEL PROTECTORS

A GRAIN OF 5AND

THE FIRST ASIAN AM LP
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BOXER REBELLION
PAT SUMI /HUACKING

ACUPUNCTURE /VIDEOS
GIDRA /PHILIP VERA CRUZ
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ooking through an old copy of Life magazine, you

might come across the photographs from Malcoim X's
death.

In the smoke-filled Audobon Ballroom, he was slain from 16 shots to the chest, face, and

hands. If you look closer af the black and white photograph, you'll see Malcolm’s liteless
head resting on the lap of on Asion woman who's wearing cat-eye glasses.

Living by herself in her Harlem projects apartment, Yuri Kochiyama is still active in numerous
causes from the Mumia Abu-Jamal defense to protecting Affirmative Action. Rea lajirt {who
made Passion for Justice. the Yuri Kochivama documentary) and | became two more visitors
to add to the Kochiyama's long list of friends who range from Malcolm to legendary jaiz man
Donald Byrd—who happened to be there when we dropped in. As we came through the doar,
Yuri soon whisked the jazz man out to make space and time for us in her teddy-bear-fillec
apartment

NISEI SOLDIERS LETTERS

Perhaps the first level of her involvement 1o maka (e Datler was 10 starl a ietlar-wriimg campaigm 1 WWII Nise
[ lapanesa American} soldiers. This bagan during her assembly centar days i Santa Amita and Tollowsd her into her

concentration camp days at Jerome, Arkansas




GH: Tell me about your letter-writing cam g Tamily with her husbhband, Bill, whom she
paign met when he visited the comp as a soldier
. ' Thay later relocated 1o NYC, and thats
whera the activism ball started rolling

“He (Malcolm X) asked, ‘"What am | doing for my people?’ and | had
to think of a quick answer and said, ‘You’re showing direction.” And

all of a sudden he just looked up and he smiled and he came out of
the circle onto the other side and shook my hand.”

Frigr 1o Yurls entry into concantration M RinaTown, WEOTEwn, YWV, Bl Bianch AN Oroun, Marun Luthiar Kifng Was oo
camps, she didn't care about politics. Living Iy thint vy wa halged rmany Asar Amancsi thirn 6% a4 nabonal leader wheioas b

in San Pedro, she lived the lile of an average 1l (g zod 85 Daard o

high school student. eating hot dogs, going

1o the Friday night game, and having fun LIVING IN HARLEM

Theé concentration camp éxpanence changad
her oullonk

i d at ! y |
RHIEL 1 ' 1 : licl 0 AR s g 0 A ! ]
| | : I _ : ! | -
, :
'-
'y ! 1
| L | o] fieo QG GH: Haw did you go from an Asian-American
ranrration of Afvcan-Ammnann Unity, Tha firs community group 1o working with an
After boing released from the concentration FALG MYy Nusbsnd s (e wing the Harlgm Aflrican-American community group

camp,. Kochiyama worked 10r the US0 m
Mississippi, went (o Minnesota, then

returned to the camp. Aftér the war, she
went back to California and began 10 raise a

MALCOLM X ASSASSINATION

|l_ llr:II :'I_-'I" ;"'I.:I HUT N |':||'! St |"".|:. L
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B &ya on Wwital wis happening in ihe
wiah @ transition, but as wa saw the Gl Bights
Meovamant getting maor play by the madia, v

falt that was ond of the most impartant things

| |I‘|i.|| ||'.|:.I-!| TiRis == P gl &%
HAVING GUESTS

We had spaskeEmn Every ome saimeEand nlarss)
nap world coma in, hiee paople who had been
dewen South e wodkd invile tharm. And than we
siald EFndate tham o our homes | owasn't diffucuh
1o |acate peoha ke thal Dacauss e Newipapar
vl '-_1:'-.-'|'_- LNer - gncie F-I|I!'-|:I-Er Snel 00ressEs

GR: Did vou do that in the "60s and tha "70s7
YK Oh frgm tHe Time we first got masmed, |
auass, We've had Inerally thousands of pegple
sty wilth uE Bul This 5 8 good Way 10 mad] Dad
ple. Inomy condition, now tht | ya had the stroxe
=an't go out that much, and &a | have a Qood
axcuse: "'mospimy. 1.can't wiali wall anough 10

meal vou cutsda, Could you oome hera
ON MEETING MALCOLM

GR: When did yvou meat Malcolm/

YE-Tunng the Summar of '63, one of the biopes

I-

thifgs i Ll Hights Wwas getting construchian
ks 1or blacks and Puaao Ricans. vve used 10 4o
o Brogidyn where they ware bullding bospeels
and | used to 1aka the four little ones, thoy ware
4. 6, 8, and 11, and 'we would hold hands and go
on the subway 10 the dermonatraton, Evenitualy,
by 1he grid At that summear moreg 1han Ul wl_lh TRtk
vere grrested. including my 16-yaar-oid son, Than
tha henrings began. In Dotober of "63; Maleodm

came to the court, and that's-where | met hm

| rermarmbai when B8 walked into the fovar &l the
court, @l the young Glacks ran doam and '!'I.—'.-',- Cif-
cled R and they were shaxing Ms iand, ouf
sicige | wasn { biack, | didn't faal likke | should oo
vty Tnerd. Thers wis 158l arucE a law mantns
before in Life maganne wnera g wihite gal cama
mto Harlem and =aw Malcolm at the Shebazs
regtaurant o ssig, T YYhat can | od 10r Yo
Malcalmd ™ and ha just 5=id, " Ngthing, ™ ang-she
wont gway criying | thought "Waly, that could be
ma naEking the sama mistaks.  BUt 25 | 52w A
thosa Backs araund irn, | keot thinknn, "Gee
doggone it,” | wanted to mest him so much and |
asked ona o the coult leatsrs, ™ Do you thimb
thare's any chance of meating him{ ' and ho 530
"Wy don T vou ry and sead All ne can oo 1S, T
JoUtD oo away.” 50 | went sicwly Dowh Thers

urtil | was 15 feat away Waloning tharTe. AN tnan

all of & sudden, just In ane’ Instant. he ooiad up

64 Giant Robot

aimost looking Hka ha was wondering, "What s this odd Asian woman doing ™ But | thaught 1
WES ROW OF Rever-Bo | wenl nght over thate snd said, =~ Mslealm, can | shaka your hapd? - 0
cmires ™ ho <aid. “For what?™ and- | sad. "0OR. | 'witn] (o Conoratuiate vou,  And ne said.  Vhal
far? ™ | smid, =Wl for whatl vou'fe domng I your pecale,” He askad, “VWhat am | gosng-Tor riy
paoplas” and | had to think Of 8 Quick aniwoer and Sa: Youl T shiowang dirschon,  And Al ot &

sutdcen he st loaked up and | smiled &nd H2 CamE qul o this- cuche onio 1he ofhar gda ang

NG Ty Nand

Hil a2aid samathima 8L | R T unaw anytning aooul =14l Ilj 15 OF 1Ng DG 2k liberation micngi

i t=l wgiid FmrE the Yhengs you Say, DUl | thSagres W IH vl BT S04 IINOS |2 SETETS

YoUr Ryran 11800

what an open guy, he is, e sa:d, "What do you cisagraa with me-about/” | 58
on intagration.” And He aad, "YWl | canrgreé you 8 teo-minuite s1and on the pros and cons
intagraton. Came 0 my office and vwa'll discuss- il | coukdn'? beligva L | 53, —YOu maan | can
go to your office and ik with you?™ He said, “Yes, But you ' probably won't kndey whete | Bm. |
sald, “Oh vas, | live in Harlem on 128th Sueat gng your office is on 148th,” And oo hé g8id, ~Gal
ar appointmant with my sacratary.” O course, it naver happensd because the next month hie
made that statemant gbout the “chickena coming homa to roost,” whan Kannady was killad of

Mav. 22, and than bhe was taken oul of the Mosgue, 50 | thought |'d navar navar s&s him again
HIBAKUSHA IN HARLEM

Whan the Hioshima-MNagasakl Peace study Mission started 10 coma i, they Wanigd 1o meel
Maloolrmt Whien they found ool that we ware Japangse iving o Hatlam, they ashoed us [ we could
get in 1ousn vath hibm 5a | startad Writing letter atter latlaer, ot Enowang & e Was avin racaning
tham or it he would avan come (1 he did. And then— coulan’t eligve =00 the dey we had the

receplion he came. He came hare Jurie 6, 1964, and hall-a-year later ha was killag

GR: What did he talk about that day?

YK Thara wars thres malor things. One, he thanked 1he fapanasa Hirgshima - Nagasak Fibaxuang
for coming o Harlem: hecauss Hariem was hotding its “World's Worst Fair.” Harlem-acinists -':1.*_11
afhe ol "1r-_'.~..-.'-rqr straals o Hatlam and hay just opensd It up Tor people 1O COMMa. BN Q0K Gl
There: yvou could sé6 clogged bathiubs and tolats that wodnon | fiush

GA: They put tham out on the street?

Y& Na, ha nol You go rght into those busdimgs, and you-sea all thosa Mokan Winodows thal ins
landioms didn't fix, all the garbage on tha stmals, and the Hrosnima-Nagasakl gioup Nad only
Baan to tha neest lunches, church events and schools, but ad rever goneg 10 Black comimiumies,
Fepaciglly not these poor commumties, and 5o | thought it was great that lar the first ima they

saw. samething difterent

GR: They spoke English?

¥i: Mo, they had trensiators, They knevy very little English. He (Maicolm) thankad tham, he Sad
viol Rigve scars an voul body. Bul yvou have saan SCars 1N Oul' cammwnity, you onow Inese DnoRert-
dowen placas and bl And he said, we werm hit by a bomb (oo, and that bomb was racism, Then na
mantioned how much he admired Mao, becauss Mao tackled threé problams: Teudalisrm, comup
Han in the govemmant, ahd foreign intursions. Then on the Vietram War (which hadn't staried yel
thie was 1964) Ameanca was sending advisamn to Vietnam. Hera, all the peaple weare Civil Rights
sotviais he said il Ammatica dotides o go o Vietinam, You prograssives - should D protesting

arnd it's 1oe bad ha didn't live long anough 10 586 how big that protest bacame. Ha 8IS0 mada
rarmatks ke “This reason mat Japgan has never baen stiacked s beCause Japan never had any
thing (o offed otfer countries, thay didn't have resources.” Vietnam had resourcaes, sl of the other
countrizs that Europe want into had rasources, but Japan did nol 11 just showed how miuch e
kEmew gbout the woarld, He ssid. "YWhat | gased oul o prison Was rsadeng s yining | Couwl Qs
hold of . And he knew 50 much -abodlt ASEN Matony, cyerlyohe was S0 implessad Dy n

GR: Did he come alone!
TR, N, oul f Was oond en
SECh a8 way That vwa dian '
BVET ROUCHE Wil NS DOy
suards were. He had Ihie
Bt than 1he place Wwas j|Bm
patked. VWao oouldn't g
PVRETYOnE M hers BEverybody
was e in Ma Kcnen Ngt-
Wy, jgmumed. YwWhan
ERoED, Yol O dle gimiast et
8 Pty dfop BNCRUSE EYRMY
Bicly k2ot 5o guisl whan ha
spoke,. Tha Jagpanese said
W don t want any Iransig

5 & 1T mi—mpryE rll.

LS Sineey W 0o T wWa

51 L] MY &0 avaiy Sanenoe
They smid thay colid Catch
ot o e plus they Thoggnt
thay could get b {hough
Nt i, e WES S0 gracidus

The whita peopls ware su

nnoa -||3 Wan as wafm o



GR: Was that after he broke off/

GR: What did you think of the movioe/?

Alter spanding & couple of hours a1 Yurs place, and

being her last visitors of the day, we ook off having
learnad a lot. She showead us the postcards that
Malcolm X had sent to her husband while he traveled

the world to lind his rocts and to study. One of the
posicards read: “Stll trying to travel and broaden my
scope since |'ve learned whatl & mess can be made by

narrow-minded paople.” And he signed most every-
thing “Brother Maleolm X.°

But aside from her relationship with the late political
laader, Kochivama has gone on 1o work with almost

eviry group which she leels she can make a dilfer-
ence. Her husband passed away and she has endured
a stroke, but today she s as active a3 ever in current

avents and ahe stifl travels to conferences to fight the
povwar

THE DOCUMENTARY VIDEO!

If you are interested in learning more
about Yuri Kochiyama, then buy a

copy of the Yuri Kochiyama: Passion
For Justice documentary.

slien folkevrad the boak and steant & kot &f time wihen Mslcolm was voung and jitte Video by Rea Tajiri (1983). It's 56 minutes long

bugoing. Hi didn't put in the parts with {he African leaders thit he mat You know wihy? and all video grabs in this article are from it.

I | ] - | = II | = I I | ] n | | I | n I. = I
n I I . n =} - I | I LI .
L AL RN 1 41 1% Tl idl i P i My Ewianid i

This video offer 1s for individual home use only.

For broadcast rights in &
classroom, please inquire.

GR: Whaen did you get invalved with the later Aslan American Movement/! BHDEH T“DA?!

hon shottly atter | Wor Kuan (WK stanad IIJ | 213_525_5&33

the people working thot we aren'’t going to hurt

ON THE PUERTO RICAN e ity
STATUE OF LIBERTY TAKEOVER "¢ ron up fhe s o put the fog up. The

and piled them in front of the doors and win-

th . We held il
GR: You helped the Puerfo Ricans toke over the Stotue of Liberty? ﬁﬁnf ﬁ;‘fﬁﬂﬁﬁwﬁﬂ: ks ft,f,!r:

YK: In 1977 the brothers ran up there and put up the Puerio Rican flag. The police came and we could hear the

The whole thiﬁ wos to get Andres Cordero out of prison. He got out in Lﬁncr:upm-r: They broke the door down and the

six months, and the others got out in a year. Five Puerlo Rican nationals ¢ = ling down. It wos exciting,
did 25 years. We had to do something that would get the media to put RIS SR IOppAg e )

enough pressure to get the five out of prison. The Puerfo Ricans thought
of iltﬁI think they were called Puerto Rican National Rights Group.

GR: How did you become involved?

YK: They osked 29 of us and there were o couple of whites and blacks. |
was the only Asian. They told us o get fo the ferry ot a ceriain time early,
and said no one should recognize each other or talk to each ofher. We
had to get out of the boat quickly. And we had fo be sure nobody could

beat us fo the Statue. In front of us was o bunch of Catholic School chil-
dren and a bunch of Jupanese fourists. They hod to shove everyone out
of the way. The kids diJ:Er know why. We started o run and then every-

one starfed o run. The Jopanese didn’t know what was going on. We dll
ran inko the Statue and closed the door on everybody else. The guys foid
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