1. "Proking strawhames & the Worst thing | ve
aver done in my life. Whils | was getting my
[nes wet baing a prolatanat, | ren soness. mle-
tants in the uniops. All these miltants wers

communisis! Thase communists seamad 1o
have soma good weas.

2. "You could lpok a1 the Civil Rights Era as tha

beginning of the Black Libaration srrugols, Bt
tha Mationahst Movemeant with Stokely

Carmichaat, SNCC {Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Commitiaal, and other youngar
arganizations that sprung Up all over the goun-
Iy attracted ma,”

d. "Whan the Black Panther Farty for Saif-
Dafanse sprung wup in Qakland, it saemead like
a good thing. |'was at tha first arganizational
maating and thay sad, "Who wants to stap for
ward 1o jom' | steppad fonward and was made
pranch captain and then slevated 1o held mar-
shal of which thera weare only six of in the his-
1ony of the BPP®

Upan promation o field marshal, Aokl twho
graw up with BPP co-founders Huay P,
Newton and Bobby Seale in West Oakland
aftar retuming from the Topa: Concantration
Camp) tanafamad from Merrih College to

Barkatey and “went underground 10 ook into
1 Asian Mavemant 10 sea f we could deval-
dp an Asian version of the BPP® Thers, he
puned tha Asian Amarican Poliscal Alllanos

1AAPA) and became the spokesparson.

‘We protastad against the secunty pact signed
by the USin Japan We participatad in snti-war
ancl BFP demanstrations, sspecially to free
Huey hlawtan, the ot-Toundar who was. in jail
at the time. Technically | was a mpresantative
ol AARA. Privately, | was still making raparts 1o
tha Panthar ﬂfﬂﬂf‘ll‘!ﬂilﬂﬂ I'd say, 'This s
what's happening, €te." They'd ask, 'How can
wa halpd

"AARA was the Tirst Asian group ot Barkaisy
that had such a divarse ethnic background. VW
had Chinesa. Japanesa, Filipinos, and Koraana
Pan-Asianism raally was something that wea
naver thought of a1 tha time, We were =0 giad
1o ses anothar Asan.”

And not all members wara students: "Bob Bits
was a founder of the Farm Worker's Union. Ha
was a1 Berkeley organizing and | was abile 10
talk to him and sse il he was interasted in
AAPA. It was & natwal thing for him-he was
Filiplaa arid he had besn an agricultural worker
all his fife. He was a labor organizer, yat he
ioined AAFA becaude of out stance on tha
exploitation of workars.”

In Fall 1968, the SFSU pranch of AAFA joined
thé Third World Smike. The Berkeley chaptar
fodlawed In The spring.

- PART 3: GANG OF FOUR
THE THIRD WORLD STRIKE

GR: Why did the Asian Americans for
Political Action and other groups in the
~ Third World Liberation Frant strike at

Berkeley and SFSU7?
VA \What we ware striking for was not ethnic

shuckes but an aulonamaous Third World came-
pus, which never happanad, We got ttamen-

dous community support. despite whatl peopla
have said about our movamant being an soial

ad group of militant students.

GR: What was a typical strike day likel

HD. A common day invaolved helicopiers fiying
abovi, shooting peppar gas at the students.
Tha poboa would swaean the camplLs with
these machines spraying gas. All that repres-
sion forcad neutral elements (o take sides

RA: | saw how changes ocourmad in conscious-
nass when 147 of us were arrested. We had s
mass arragriment and | was siting in th
classroom. | saw 8 blond-haired, blue-ayed
sorarity-tye gitl walk bafore the |udoe with i
big-tima attomay. So | sad, "VWhat-are you
doing hares” Sha was coming out of one of
the buildings and her boyiriend, & hippee, gol
his heaad baaten in. All she could do was redito
oni of our skogins: " Pigs off campus! Plgs off
campus]” They arrested her Yau don't think
shie had an attitude change?

VA It was 1he bloodisst and costliest strika in
higtory. We had 1o coma up with thase actions
ard tactics becauss peoplsa in powarn warni vio-
lantly sgainst tha Third World Collegs, agaimnst
the Thrrd Waorld paopie uniting.

RA: After three mariths, the violence got out of

contral, Reagan called the Alameds County's
Shenff's Deparirment, which brooght an aimios-

phars of termar 10 our campus. Things happen
in-a réign of tarror. The largest auditonum on

the unn/ersity caught fire.

GR: What made the Third World Strike dif-
ferant from previous demonstrations?

VW Paople like Richard who had direct miiitasy

axpenence, Also, we took inspiration from
wiotldwide struggies, mast notaioly thae
fengakuran in Jagan, They had very unusual

fmotics, vary mobile and fast actons. We would
start really aarty, break up into small aroups. By

thit trne campus officials got there, we were
pone, Belora they'd [ust sean g, massiva
demanatrations.

SL: The Free Speech Movement usad vary
rasse, mmabile, apsy-1o-find groups.

HD: The strnke was a combination of dirget
aCion with aducanon. In The evanngs we
wint to dormitarias, fraternmes. chuichas,
Garmumunty groups, -and stuft like that,

VA It wasn't just a local thing or just for our
awn Iittle group in collage. We identined with
thia siruggles of the oppressed pecples of tha
wirld, af &l of the struggles that ware gaing
on then, VWe tought hardar bacause we didn't
see it a5 just aur own fight.

HD: After the Third Waorld Sinke, we felt that

we had o carry aut our rhétane, so we staned
safng up Hield offices in the commumity.

CHINATOWN CO-0OP

GR: How did the Chinatown Co-op start?
HD: It began &5 a research project. Thera was
a ko1 of research on the problems of garmant
workers and we didn't want 10 be "poverty
pimps” who did research, filed reports, and
that was . They ware trying to gat into the
unign. | was involvad in two unioh drivas, The
profdem was that there wasn't much democra:

cy within tha union, 50 we looked mora toward

the |dea ol developing a coopEralive,
op lasted sbout Tour yesars.

GR: Was it hard to get workers involved?
Vil We ware fortungie enough to recrail ona
of the top workass, Mrs. Lum, who was mak-

The Co-

ng a lot of money 1or a garment worker back
then. Sha tested us for a while, but alter the

third mesting she decided 1o jain Sha Ralgod
FEetiuT othad Workers

GR: Did they freak out when you askaed
them to sew Chinese worker-style jackets?
VAL Moo That vwas a big moneymakarn Il
pacame a famous thing samong inlernaianal
labiar moviemiants. We would get paople visit-
g us fiom lceland and Canada.

HD: And they all braught home Mao ackets. It
with kind of unigue. This whaola congept of
aitprnative inshilutong wWas part of tha whols
mavéman! qoirig on at the tma. Eventually, it
shut doreen, But we wera able 10 make naw
links with imemigeant workers and provide
things lke Enghsh ciasses. Later, whan tharae
wire othar labor dispirtas and strikes, some
wirkers from the Co-op cam to the Asian
Community Canter for halp in ther struggles
VWL Every day, people wolld come down and
cay. "Can you haelp us? Electronics workars,
garmeant workars—they had no plate alse (o oo
Some of them fell intimedstad. Busboys would
=gy, | shouldn’t be hare.” We said, "You have
avery right 1o b hare. This s supposad 10 b 5
pubilic unvarsity.”

THE I-HOTEL

GR: What was the International Hotel?

HO: Tha hotel was ownad by Walter
Shorenstain, ane of tha real estale barons in

San Francisco, The tanants leldarly Flpano and
Chingsa men) organized & unon that opposed
avichon. They gol 5 sase extangon, than a fira
wias sa&t in the bulding and saveral tenants
dieed in 1L Shorenstain said, "Seed | was nght ”
st around the time the Third Waorld Stinke
was winding down, tenants of the -Hotel con-
tactad AAFA for suppor

SL: Whan | first saw it | thowght, *Holy shit!
Vivhiat a fubarculosis breading pit!”

HD: That's whan all the formar SF State strik-
ars. AAPA frarm Barkalay, and the Filipino com-

munity comvarged. The Co-op was a pan of
thiat. Tha Asman Community Party was part-of

that. The Asan Legal Sarvicas sat up shop

thers, The Red Guards opened thare,
VW, You had the Financaal Distnet that was

Moneybsgs City, Than here was one block,
totally the opposite in they way they drassed
with painbings, murmls, and all these banners
saving, "Get tha rich oft our backs " The com-
munity stafted 1o see this was thar canter, All
thasa differént groups operated oul of thefs,
O paper it logks good: young and old, umnitel It
was a real kesson i democracy, We-argued,
but we kept the place gaing when they weres
oirey 1o Tear it down.

GR: What was eviction night like?

sl It went beyond the Asian community, Free
to six thousand supporters gama from all ovar
the city. Thay weni there bacause wi wers
hghting for something that we though! was
imporiant. Thera was a landlord-tenant aspeat
of the struggle, but whan they wiped out the
block, they wipad out-a canter of activism in

thie AsiEn Commmumnty.

VA Mot just the Asian-Amencan Mavemant. It
became a centar for Tha Movement.

HD: Although you can't prove 11, Wwe sea the
dvictan as being politcal. It s not-a landiard-
lenant dispute: IU's arcaltampt 1o dastray tha
Asian-Amarican impact that was going on

Giant Rabot / |
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ELLOW BROTHERHOOD member Ronnie MNakashima speakimg
fore Westude Optimasts al Youlh 'l|.|_|-|;|lrt-|.'|.:!.l_|-|||-|| Week dinner

1

FILOALEE Ry

rt Ishii wos o gongbanger who become one of the Yellow Brotherhood, which

was the first group of Asian activists in Los Angeles. Guy Kurose was a Black
Panther who became an Asian activist in Seattle.

Today, both run their own dojos, teaching karate to of-risk kids in their respective cities. When Guy was in LA. for o speaking engoge-
ment [he’s o spokesperson on roce ond gangs), | mel both of them in o Silverloke coffechouse 1o tolk about their experiences in the
Asian-Americon Mavemen,

GR: How did o Jopanese-Americon kid from Seattle become o Block Panther?

GK: | wos raised in the block commemity and listened 1o these songs: “Say il loud, |'m black ond I'm prowd.” | woated to be there, too.
Aksa, the Block Ponther Party hod o strong onti-war line. My perspective of the onfi-wer movement wos “I'm not gaing 1o fight no
Asians.

GH: What was it like being in the party?

GK: We did what we waniad. | was a renegade Panther. We were what Bobby Seale called “mckanapes,” kids that had
good mtanhons but wenrg relating strangly to hoodlumsm. He said we were good guys, but we ahways waniad 1o do some-
thing crary

GR: How did you find out about tha Asian Movement?

GK: When Mo Nishida, Victor Shibata, and Warren Furutani came from the JACL to speak in Seattle, | was introduced to
thiem. | was 16 and | was a member of the Black Panther Party. | had basically said, | don't nead to talk to no Japanasa
motharucker who thinks ha's white, man. 30 fuck you!™ | was a kid. | was telling him what was going on with the Party up
thera. My parcepton of gther Asian Amaricans was that they weran't vary hard

g v did you think Asi MEaricans wera soft:

GR: Why did you think Asian Americans were soft?

GK: A lot of thal was due 1o the camps and the way the community had becoma very insular about it Therae was a fear. | tell
people I'm a product of the concentration camps my parents went to. | was bom a few years after they got out. | felt all this
INjLStCa




Yellow Brotherhood house and espouse the Red
Boaok, Gangsaters didn't give & shit obout Red Books;
they carad about red pills. We were politigal in

GA; Diel yeu read the Red Book?
GK! The Panthars took the Hed Book and brake i

devwen into how it affectod tho ¢ommunity s & real

late 1969, We had just gotten out of prisan or the
tervice. We realizea all these yvoung next-genara-
tian gangsters respeated us, Wae thought thiat wa

direct sense | was-a Panther, | got a Red Book, |
giid, "This motherfuckars-Asan.” | gol &n identty
thing oot af that.

GR: How long were you 8 Panther forY

GK: | sigyod in for three yveoes untl | was 18, Then |
enterad college and bacame mvolved in the Asian
Studant Coalition. We had demonstrations an gam-

pus: | was into rioting, We'd cause wild stull, We'd
all end up injail becausa we'd light the police and

fugk up all the buildings

GR: What sort of support did vou géf in the Asian
cammitnity compiared to the black community?

GK: As Panthors, we were heroes in & 1ot of com-
munities, In the Jaganesa-Amarican comiumiy,

Evarything our parents knew culturally and through
their camp axpenancos for the most pert was (o be

aquiel. | 'm proud of th noctivests saarch for entty
that resulted in the Hedreass Movaemenl. Some pag-
plo back then would have called it bourgaaksie—
counter-revalutionary, | don't agros sath that, 115
wandariul it happened for, iF nothing alze, psycho-
logical reasons. | see so many Nisais aut there and
you kmow thay're troumatizad. They're hypersansi-
tiva of hyperapologetc. We pleckod, up somé of that
AL That s why the Yollow Brotherhood was so cone
troversial. We weren't lwpernpologetic. We
waren't like, “Let s Keaep ot hish-hush.”

GK: We weare told 1o outwhite the white, and groups

ke the YB and me sadd, “Fudk the wiites Fuck
that shir.®

[zH: How ded you mest tha Yellow Brotherhood”
FL | coma to LA to meot the Movement paople.

Some-of them ware from the mddle class, aspous-
ing philnsaphical and deologienl Kinds of things
Then | heord shout the ¥YB and | hked that | was in
the BEP bot | knew | wasn 't black: There was this
guest for belonging, | didn’t want to be like the
staraotype al our own paople. | sad, "Yaah, man,
fugking wesring glasses and becoming danthists
and Lvwyirs. Fuck that, |'m with the poopla; strug
gling for the, cAlse,

GR: What was the Yellow Brotherhood?
Al: We wers way belare all those othar groups,

GIDRA

In @ communal house, a group of Asions decided to put fogether a publi-
cool, funny, and lf
same fime. |t was named alter the Japoness
headed beost, Gidra. With o mnivinﬁ;ft-nﬁ who smoked sticky green

| what some say was o prede-
cessor fo the mog you're holding. This was in "6 when things were
geing off in the world. They used the ward “fuck,” to the dism
rightist tightasses, but they got the job done for five years. Funded by
donations, o bunch of ads, and whatever sales they could put togather,
avery twoe weeks. One of the early staffers,

Wang [alse o member of the Asion Radical Movement, a small

group of five or six folks) recalls, “We were getting high and there was o
ience, it was fun, it was life ar death
tor some pecple, since avery doy brothers and sisters were gl:lt!inmi:ft killed
LAPD were vicious motharfuckers,
down on protests. Things were changing in the world. We had fun,
man.” Later an, many staffers found out that one of the “hangers-on”
was on FBl informant. Pasing as o photogropher, he probably could enly

report that people smoked pot. -EN

cation that was gaing to

pat if they could get it), they put

th ) this sucker out once
Eddy

ot going an. Il was o greal ex

in Yielnam.

litical
E::]H:iz_i”n foe. the thres-

cauld turn all that respeect into something positive.

That's how the concept of the Yellow Brotherhood
atarted, It was anti-drug, anti-gang, and pro-s¢hool

Wa waira at the forafront of tha Asian Movemant,
Most peopla Trem those days will scknowladgn thiat

the ¥YBs wara the first ones talking ghit and kKicking
HG%

GH; What was i1 like bhemg in the YB?

Al Unlke the Panthers, wa weran't heroas. Wi
raally struggled with denial, particifarty amang tha
Migat, Thair thing after the pamps waon to out-whits
the whites and dont rock the boat. 50 many of my
genaraton, my classmatas, wert dootors, avwyars,
phaimacisty, and optometrists. That's typical of the
baby boomors. But there wos dlse g mehorty who
became gangbangers: the Miristers, the
shokashus; those groups ware ke o hidden part of
th# community, Peaple wouldn't acknowledge that

wo hed s problam with gangs and drugs. The Ratu

shimpa, the Japanasa-Amancan newspaper,
rported day-n ond day-out n the obtuabes, 15
and 16-vaar-old kids dyving ol heart attacks. Thay
had such denial, Wo warae the onas who put the
ugly statement out. We went to parents and thelr
kids wolld be drugged-oul and drooling an the rug.
But they ware in denial that thair kids had drug
probloms.

GR! What types of drugs ware peoplo taking f

Al: We had this epidemic in LA and all over the
Coast al barbiurates and herain, Thay had to turn
to quys-like tha Yellow Brotherhoad and say, “Help
us gave our kids.™ | think ana yoar thers were moro

than 30 hinerald of Jopanese-Amancan Kids
Grougs ke ARDAR write arbicias pafling them

retves on the back about how they salvaged the
cities and 161X about how thair pradocessors {and

thay could onty be talking dhout the Yellow
Brotherhood) used 1o be barbinans. Pert of tha

was true. Wa waren't academic. Wa ware peaple
from the commuonity working in the community, as

opposad to oulsiders with their Mikon camaras and
RS

GH! Was the Yaellow Brotharhaod palitical?
Al Very paliticel pepople would comé into the

y censcious al the

ol the

ware cracking

Gragise & |ight 1oknn figee (i

farms ol what we did, but we ware very reloctant

about grandstanding. Thase was actusky a lot of
e rnal strugaie in our meatings about just how

palitical wa ware goimg 1o bs

GH: What about othar growps m LAY

GK: Thare was Aglan Amancan Hardoory, Joun|
Communications and thesm were small groups geo-
graphically.

GR: Did people belang 1o mofe than ong group?
Al Protty much ona, bot we networked & lot.

GA; What was Eastwind?
GK: Eastwind was a Maraist-Lemnst groop. Thay

worg'more politesl, Peopla in Eagtwind called
theamselves "‘camrades” and they d go, You said

that Lonin sail this, 50 you re a rovisionist. It was
g0 hizarrn. Thay wanted (o start attacking other
poopla. They were all my frignds. but when thay'd
lalk nbout purging people, |'d sy, Yeale Whatavr,
man” Thay wera pratty alrtist

GH; How did it all gnd?

Al: Thare's & thele and place for averything. The
game problems waren L as apparent. Atso, mohi-
ization reached a critcal mass and a tronsition. As

wit got aldes, my fnends started having kids, There
was-a transition and we tned gatting younger guys

[0 assuma loadarship posiions. 8uf yau had to find
thie right peopie and the nght dynnmies, With the

YH, you couldn't bo just tha maost intelligent guy,

becauss you siso had to be bad. People had to
respect you. The transifion was the demise of all of

lthose arganizatians, carmying on those ideals

GR: Was thers & stronger sense ol Asian gomimsnk:
ty during the Movamanty

GK; I was raally splintersd. There was this group
called the Movament, but then you had the ASians
outside and you wonder il they aven Krew about it
Al | griww up in o prodominantly black nsghbar-
hood, AN my tima in the service was with blacks
a0 've ahways socially gravitatod toward the black

cultura, just like my paersin East LA gravitatad
lowerd Chicano culture. But one af the nagativi

things-about all this Black Power, Brown Powaer,
and all this togetharnoss as social athme

neighbors, s that it divided us. The first tima |
pyvier heard a black call ma Jdap, | was

shocked. The polanzing started then and it
continues 1oday,

GR: What s the most [astng oifect of 1he

Asian Movemant for you?
Al D went 1o a luneton and ran uta o kid |

hadn't saan for 45 yaars. | ramembear him 8548
high schoal kid. That kid voluntanly cama up

to mé and said, "You know what man? You
puys raally made a differgnce in my ifa.” This
guy Wias vary mgh-rngk; If il wes ona soleted
ingident, it waould va bean warth i1, Bt thére
wis morg, Tod much pross goes to how-many
paople died.

GK: To articulate, the Panthars-1 ave this
huge identity bahind tham, “Formar Black
Fanther and all of that stufl. But what i thay

sald “Formar Asian Movamen! participant?
Faaple wauld say, “What the tuck s that? |

don § like that because | am proud of oul
mvolvemenl, olf rying 1o ampowarn the com

mumnity, trymg io gat young paople to sae their
idantity
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an Francisco’'s Red Guard pnrﬁr was named after
Mao Zedong's young squad of private property burn-
but patterned more closely after the Black

Panther PIII'IY. Initially gaining inspiration and guidance from the Panthers across

the Bay in Oakland, the Chinatown-based Red Guords formed in 1969 to uplift their commu-
nity and creafe social change. Minister of Information Alex Hing was one of the co-founders.

Now o cook, Union organizer, and Tai Chi instructor in New York City, Hing remains politically
and socially active. When | called him from the Marriott Marquis in Times Square to arrange

o meefing, he informed me that his group was boycotting that parficular hotel because it was
non-union. Then he invited me over fo his Chelsea flat for morning tea and conversation.

ON GUARD AT '-'E testing center functioning. They wanted to close the

a2l Buddhist templa, to ture of o ‘. y @ parking lot. We
H: YWhat werd soma of the Had Guards accomplishmants? '1' LU L | upport for the tample so they didn't tear thal
AH: One af tha first things we did was make it nccaptable dawn. Wa did a numbear al thosa ki || ot rt!jrlg-l..-l Wi
for political forces other than the KMT 10 axist in Chinatown,  WOorked in what wit calied the Asian Legal Services that had
Thet s impornsnt becsusé prior 1o the Red Guards g branch of the Asian Amanican Dralt Help Center Wa had
1 borals would ba branded as communists. OO0 cases of pedple who didn't want to go 1o the miitany
g MUALE if L narg 1or teem 10 NEVE any ol el Ll qddet N K Pt i DT GLA VWE B tUal - '_-j-:":l ] fwfa it
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- an ant-war base in the community. | think that we opened

i Sy S S — ¥
EEIEUESNE0 Oursgives A% the rax Lot We partCipatad in

1 & PR AR

thé i_'*'-i-' slalas o hove a relabonship with Baiing. We

created |r| il in Chinatown, to make it 0K for |||l-__-|_||r_i IO GH: Yhat about the breakfast program?
tolk iILII.||_-!. Beaiing as China, and not just Tanwan AR Tha Fanthers ’-LI up & frioe Braskiast for Children pro
aram. Wa tried that [hi Kds who came swwere Alncan
Vo aleo accompleshed some small reformy. The federal M TEC BN "'r!'-' !-.J_-:'. in the proects of Chinatown. So we
? gt s Y S0 A |
e e ! i1 ( . 1 I O L C 1 020 aneinoon Wt &g
, y . ¢ China 3 Citirens, Ve trred 1o mode! ourselves after the Fanthers
1 Ve COF nstroled o ree I an | Work, we gave 1 oUr OWN CRATSCIENENCS
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