RED GUARD
wor ASLAN POWER

GR: Wis that tood evar stalan

AH! Liberatad. You Know, in Chingtown thay make thase dolvarias,

st dropping stuff aoff in trant of restaurants. 11 5 just there

GA: How many paople were in the Red Guards?

AH! The high point was 200, right when wa openad up in 1964
That 5 not an expogeration, but that didn't last long. You can only
WKE 50 much pelice repréession halore peapld 3top coming
ground. We dwindled down to 8 hardeare base of srownd 50

GHR: What was the avarage mambear hka?

AH: Enrly 205, Qur voungest mamber was like 13 We warg
Amancan-born, but wa ware pctuelly able to unite with irhm-
grants and take up the strugqgle for immigrant noghts. You hear one
immigrant group think that they' s better than a more recent Imms-
grant growup: they talk funny; thay re dirty; they maks the coemmun
ty more this, more that It s really not right. So we then had soma
gid-tmars, too. Oid pro-Ching poople

GH: Uhd you evel go out weanng Mao jackets and all that?

AM: Oh yveah, We'd waar army higld pokets and barets, Somatimas

we d wear armbands during public demonstratians

GA: How long was the Retd Guard party togather forY

AH: The phenamanon was very shorli-tived, 2 1/2 vears, The mgin
reasan wihy It broke up was palitical police repressian, We could
n't stay in that alfice if the landlord kept an quadrupling the rent
e couldn Twalk down the strests withoul Being put up agaimns
thie wall, friskad, and asked for 10

GR: Thay know who was invalvad?

AH: Dh yeah. And our offices ware baing constantly raided. Thay
didn't naed a pretense. They were just looking for stuff

GA: Dhd you ever have an arsenal full of guns?
AH: Wa were armad. In California s legal 1o possess arms. Let's
laave It at that

GH: Ched you ever have to use tham?

AH: 1twasn't quite o shoot-out, but one of our members had an
armed stand-off with the palice. The brothér was on parofa at tha
time, Tyrane YWon, and thay went after m, He wound up hijacking
g Hane to Coba. He'passed away in Cuba '

IN ASEA WITH THE PANTHERS

GA: What was the relationship between the Red Guards and Black
Pantirers?

AH. It was a8 clos2 as it could ba given the circumstances. The
Fanthars wirg absgrbed in thair-own problems, The police waged
an unrelenting onslaught against them. Thay had to spand s0
much time fighting off that attsck.

BR; Wheare were you when the Panthers: spht started?

AH: | was in Ching with Eldridge Clesavaer, In 1970, | want an this
trip 10 North Korea, North Vietnam, and China. How did it happant
Ekdrgge Lleaver, whno at that tma was basad in Algiers, hookad
up with North Koreans. At that time Kim 1| Sung was still alive, the

S0 Gianl Robot

ONE-WAY TICKET TO CUBA

March, 196%: The Red Guord newpaper rt-rneh thot *four pigt” bust Tyrome Wi on
“trumped-up charges” when be wolks ool of fe Red Guord heodauarters with o disausen
bled rifle. Oul on parale in July, Tyrone has o disinctive faftoo removed from his kel orm
by @ doclor in a back-alley operation, {A lob o dociors wore supporfrve of the movsmen, |
Then Tyrone, his girtiriend, and o Black Panther who i3 aho on the run, drive 1o Teon
whern they possibly rob o bank bakore driving fo Mexica and hijocking o plone lo Cuba
Thit i the lost we hear al fw Paniher

August, 1970: Union returming from his trp ta North Yietnam with fia Panthers, Red Guerd
Ministar of Information Alex Hing raceives o frantic phana eoll lram ‘Won's gir¥rend

ibarming him thal Tyrone hod hanged himsalf in his Cubon joil cell. In dishelief, Alex osks
Eddridge Cleaver [whe had lved in [ul:n:lj io fined ol mare. Eldridae wriles a lpfies 1|:| Alpe

ll:I ing that Cuban outhoribes reporied that Tyrone |'1-I:II'Ig-|‘.II.'.| himsalt and that Tyrona's. gurl-

Wi Engﬁp:l to a Cuban, When Alex tells the girlfrend’s porents all the deloils,
ﬂﬁh’;‘gfﬂﬂ'-trﬁ dﬁnm:}n:hﬂgrh"ufdﬁﬂmbuﬂdmha

Sometime, 1978; Alss HlnE|= i procheing martsal arts in o park after wadk whan he haon
someane say, "Alex?® It's Tyrona's gitthiend, During the 'i:-l:l'r'll-:i admuniseehan the ond ber

son wese among e Americomn who were allowed to return from Cuba. They're waifing
for her husband. She tells Alex that she learmad 1o sew while in prison [all Americon

hiocken wire imprisoned becouse they could be CLA ogenh], wenf to school, and then
jainnd o foctory She has two crificisms obout Cuber 1] She duapproves of 1'|'n] couniry’s

rvalvement in I'I'H:! wiir becousa if is not popusor among the people ond (2] # is
hooy rE=|.I-I:I'IT! on the LISSR, which i3 social-Imperinlst, and nai rr|.ﬂ socaalist Then sha goas

thed she i ¢l socolis and revedutionary, but doesa’l uen-'lltug-el ir Ftacty winih

th ull:i mdnhmmﬂm?m*u gl har |jie bfrhﬂ and becouse the's alroid her phone
thit kellow, bot never sees hor ogain
S iad

i happed M:ﬂhﬂh:tﬁhﬂ‘npnrrl in ha

CASTRO TIME

Why in the hick would - hijocker wont fo go %o Cuba® At the tima in the Lot "60s and eorly
703, Cubty become the hotest ploce 1o go. Perhaps the best renson for this i becouse it's
oty B5 miles rom Florada, nntrﬂm pln:& is run by Fidal Costro, wha's looked upon by
sorma m o bodas revolutionory. Bul a lot of e foals who hijocked plones ond went 1o
Cubn were imto-the Toct that hijocking o plans to Cubo served o8 on embarrosunent io tha
LS. Prior ke 1973, people didn't got their bogs checked! Sa guns, knives. ond bombi wers
aasy to-get on board. But anee o hijcker got inks Cuba, in many cases, he or the got

. Mesting themn of the airport were spourity gquards and police who would put thee
revolutionanies ints jail for their crimes. The Alricon Americons who hijacked their woy mio
Cuba ot fucked, o3 they were left to bo nothing but low class citizens once thay got oul of
jail, But fhe fools who wisre fugstives runing %o Cuba got more ucked since Cosire didn’y
wem? fugitives in Cuba

Cne publicahion manhons ot hers wos o $25.000 fes thot o hippoker would hove o pay.
which s most likely wrong, bul another mentions that Castro would callect $2 500 ho
$3.000 per ﬁtmsh:ﬂ:l For some reason, Costro would Lst the hijocked plane By bock lo the
U5, but weu kﬁlhﬂpnﬁﬂmgﬂnmymﬂrbu He would orronge fo hove: fem foken on
o four of Cubg, hove them aof good ive them Chi Guevern propogonda. The LIS
would have o pay the fine =:|1.Jll:i1jr o -:l|!.|: 1{E'||1:|'| phane covid possibly gel impoonaed.

In 1980, Castre’s Cisba opaned ik borders for outbound refugees. 5o fons of people got en

boots and londed n Miami. But Costro did beter, he led folis aul of prisons and mental -
hubons and sent ham out ko the US, oo, This led fo shit bke whal you sea i Scarfocs. Thoss
that didn’t want to shick around tned 1o hijock plones ko go bock hame
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Retors you Mejoca o plon, check oot fevror in Mo Shes [ 1957} by Copiom Thomns M. Auswood o The Sty Mentm
[ V¥R ] loy temnmd A Auy
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US, the party was in shamhlas. Al the same tima the Red Guards had sufferod from 2 ot of poltical
repression, S0 we dissolvad. Basically, we merged with other Asian-Ameancan leftisis, ang became 8

part of anothar nrganization. When the Hed Guards dissolved. we aclually merged with the WK, which
bacame a natianal arganization with cheptars in New York and San Francisco, A lot of ax-students

want into the working clags. Wa sought out working class jobs where we could organize and work in
unions. That's how | becamea involved in unions.

wWith the collapse of the Sowiet Union, and the kind of repudiation of Communism, Marndsm, and
Leninism. & lot of us hava had to rathink our politics. Basically, that's where I'm at now: rétranching,
trving 1o make my contnbulions whare | can. S0 I'm involvad with tha Asian Paciic Amencan Labor
Alliance, involved in unions and organizing. That's what | do, plus | tzach Tai Chi

GR: Most people who take classes ke that saem 0 bo non-Asian

AH; Yean, Mamly i1's because Asians ara lalling imto thair own starsotypa. | think a lat of youth naw are
hasically computiéc nerds, and nat really into studying the raditional stufl. Whareas paople in Westarn
sociaty are ganing fed up with Wastern valuas and are baginning to axploro this big growth industry in
pitErmative, or wiiat thay casl
“‘Orental " medicine. So a ot ol peo-

ple are taking martial arts, Tai Chi
acupunciure, transcendental medi-
tation, yoga, al that stutl, If you go
1o any of those events. you'll find
viery Taw Agians

economy of North Korea wag faltly strang, and
Koreans wanied to hove more public relanons. So

thay invitad Eldnidge to North Korea and he sent a
small delegation thare. The North Koreans really got

bahind the Black Panther Party. Basically, thay sand
that tha Black Panthaer Party was tha ravolutionary
vapnguard in the Unided States. They had the
Fanthors se1 up an embassy in North Kores,
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Recommended Reading List:
1. Edgar Saow, Hed Star Over China

CULTURAL RERDERING

GR:; What wara you into whan you

GR: Did any other countries do that? were growing up?

AN: Algeria did that. The Panthers had an office in L Malcokn X Speaks AH: | think that some of these tradi-
Paris. Eldridge was in Cuba, At that tima; there was 3 The Auwroleography of Malcoim X tionsl Asian variety acts are amas-
this movement of what was called the “non-aligned 4 Eldridge Cleaver, Soul oa fce ing: contormionists, jugglers, magi-

& feiin Greone. ¥igtnam Vietaam

countrias’ that was led by Cuba, North Vistnam, and _
& Rugis de Bray. Revolution in the Rovedution”

ciansg, But | loved Bob Oylen. | ike
Narth Karea. They were the leaders, Somahow, peo-

Bob bacause his lynics are so right-

pla lott that China was too hig. So the Panthers 7. Chit Guevara. Guwerilla Warfare an, No ane has a command of
ordared & subsequant delegation of Amencan left- 8, Diary of Ché Gaevars English and images guita liks he
(518 1o go to North Korsa and they wanted a fairly 0, Ch Guevara, Aemintsces of the Cuban Revolution doss, He had o profound effect on
broad cross-section of the American movements. 10. Ché Guevars Speaks my consciousnass. And Bruce Lee,
An 11-member dalagation wani and David Hilliard 11. Ha Chi Minh pa Revolution ol course
asked me f the Red Guards wanted to be represont. || 12 Glap, Peaple’s Was Poople’s Army
gd, Sa | went. 13 Myrdal, Report on a Chivese Village GR: What about Bruce Lee?

14, Sefected Military Wrinings of Mae Zedong AH: Whan he was afive, | was very
Wi wont first to North Korea. One of the first things 15 Selected Works of Mao Zedong . criical of him becauss he played
wit did was sit around with the North Kareans o 16. K. Marx and F Engels, Commuinist Manifesto Knto, Baing an ultra-leftist, | felt,
plan an itinerany, And they sabd to all of us in the 17. Viadimir Lanin, The State ‘Oh, here's Bruce Lee playing the
delagation, "What would yvou like to see™ | said, | 10 €. Wright Mills, The Power Elit servile roln and fighting for this

wiant 1o visil the Chinese embassy.” You know. I'm &
Chinase Amarican, we're the Red Guard. . . Wall,
gvaryons in the delagation, thawr mouths deopped
Thi image was that North Korea was kind of bka a
juniar China, and thay ware very sensitive to that
So wio waren't supposed 10 talk about China, but I'm
g Chindse Ameancan, and | didn’t cara, o the North
Koranns arrangad for just ma (o Qo 10 the embassy.
The limo comes-in 10 pick ma up, and Eldridge asks,
“‘Whiara nra you going ™ | say, The Chinose
embassy.” He says, “You're not gomg by yoursaif,
and wo all went to tha Chingse embassy togethsr,
all 11 ol us

Also, whila we were in Narth Korea, the Morth
Viatnamese wantad to mae! us. We alzo wented to

meat them. So thay imated us 10 go to Hanoi
hecause the war was stil going an. VWa coulgn 1

turn that down. 5o 1t bacame complicatad because
this was supposed to be & big PR thing for North
Koraa. Then we got invited 10 go to Hanol and 1o
China. So we spent thres weeks in Korea, three
weeks n Vietmam. Coming back through Chma we

wiould have had an axtendod trip, but that was the
time Huoy got releszed from prisan, and Eldridgs

havd 10 deal with all this intar-party stutl, So our irip
o Ching got cut off and we want 1o Algiers with
Eldridga. That's exactly whan tho splt happensd

Wa ware in North Koraa when the whole shootout
a1 the Marn Country Courthouse happanad. 50

Eldridge had to get back to the Panther headguar-
ers in Algrers. VWhan the rest of us got back to the

white guy. We've got 1o get off of
that™ It wasn t untd he passod away uniil | began (o appraciate his coninbutions. He piayed a8 major
rode in having & more positive view ol Asians out there. To be that good ol & martial artisl, you've got to
put in a lot of work. Maybe it's easer o 55y k6t 5 break oul of that and do something sases! I we had
a homa-grown Jat Li from the US, we'd all be flocking. We wouldn't put that down

MAKING HISTORY

GR: Do you miss the days of liberating food and standing up to pigs?
AH: |'wouldn't do that now and | don ' § miss i, But | shll believe in most of that stutl. Ether you'ré pan

o! making history, or you're not. | think we made a lot of history

GR: How can people make history now?
AH: | think it = impossible to hbefate others without hiest hberating yoursel!, People have to ba open to

diffarant ways of thinking. I'm supportive of everything that moves things forward. If you look &t the yin
nrd the yang, there's theory and thera s achon. There's a tme lor theory and thera's & utma for prao:
tica. | think wa'ra in 8 moda now for weas, More of a retreat.

As Mao showed in the Long March, somatimes @ retrant can be tumed into an sdvance. There's no
stipma sttached to retroating. It's a natural process. People are baginning 1o enderstand what was not-
so-corract sbout the pasl and 10 teke some of tha good things and try 10 go out and have mofa prac-
tice and add their own genaration’s stamp 1o some of our sxpenensas

| think paople should ba revolutionary. People should break out of the old moda of things and nol
pocapt things as thay ara, Unfartunataly, it takes a system to fall apart in front of your face before pao-

plo start to ook far alternatives

Git: What type of framewark did vou anvisionT

AH: We were going 1o roclaim aur herdage. Ve ware going o brask every stereotype thal they put in
our way, antd we waré going o show them that we are hera 1o stay and they d betier comé to s0me
reconciliation with us. That's the attitude thal | stdl have and | don't let anybody mess with me. I'm still
suryring. | stif plan to Hight and still befieva that I'm lighting. Wa'll see what happans.

Giant Robel 8 |
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