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EE LEW-LEE is a Chinese-Jamaican who would rather talk about

how his grondparents were scholars in China than say what it

was like to interview Geronimo Pratt, Leonard Peltier, and
Mumia Abu-Jamal in prison.

by ™

.

—
2
i
-

Likewise, he would rother recount how the | Wor Kuen and Young Lords teamed up to resuscitate New
York's Gueveneur Hospital than describe meetings with Jackie Robinson, Haile Selassie, and the
Doloi Lama. After several lengthy discussions with Eric and me, the LA-bosed filmmaker took me fo
his secret book source and provided more contacts than I'll ever be able to dial. Lee’s humble, gen-
erous, and playful personality belies the fact thot he belonged fo radical Asion Power groups os well

as the Black Panther Party, and is a fierce revolufionary to this doy.

KING COMMIE

had & scholarship to oo 1o the Cathedral of 5L John the Divine choir school. When | was in the eighth grada, Ur. King

came and gave his first anti-war speech, | was one of three students chosen to meet him and he was very kind, Thon ha
sal opposite ma in the cathedral, He was staning at me. Al first | thought | was imagening i Then | looked around and
noticed that | was tha only parson of color up in tha choir on that ssde of the cathedral. When he gave the s@érmdan, ha
began talking abouwt the Vietnam War,




B.-:;.._.-rl-; hg asked.  How Gan vwa ask 1or o ririr, (o bring all thase d:tfarant grouss togethel | krvirwy Thie Hed Sook Datled 1an aivbody |

rights in this countny whon we dany other sould tell tha IWK wiat tha Pantisns weara apent wo years reading . | also read Marnc
padpia thew human rghls?” That was a pro doing i Harlern and what the Young Lotds wera  Stalin, and Hagel, In the Panther Party thera
lound statament in 1967, Tha whols cathadral doing in East Hadem. | spant a ol of e wath was realy yvery littlé time 10 read. The Panthers
wits silent, and than i about 30 ssconis there the Young) Loros wirre basically 5 daily gring

ET S Ry I:]|'I|' AL 1= il | W PR SRR ':..ljln::ll.:
PRQRIE Oy again, gen .._'| LriE day The IWK was lika the glagk Fanthar Pary, the [Thord wilg no part-tme Fanthers. You couldn't

Young Lords, and tha Red Guards. |t was & just poin. You had s months on grobation, grad
thouwgh! 10 mysell, ~This is 8 dangeraus thing Masis! organzation run by twa enginesrs from uaily geitng initialed deepor and deepsr into the
10 Sa3y, 1Noy fe geng 1o kil hum,  And of Course Mainland Ching, Yu Han and Yu Man. They were party. The things | remeambed the most cleary
A YHEET and WO mOnins 1157, ha was wllad. | tre DES! i0eDIOONSTS DeCAUSE 1hay VWard Nera in ware the aiffaran] programs: wie had, especaall
Nk i was & montt .:-‘h'--' tha sarmon thal he e Unded States doing graduate wark. Thay the Meakiast program and ant-0rug progran

The IWK or the Red Guard would defend the

Asian community if the racists wanted to take
people of Asian descent to concentration camps.

alfared himsall 32 8 peace canoddats 1o stop the gecidied that thase oo ks in Chinatown didn't Wa had a heaith compiax in the South Bronx on
vigtnam Wae In lact, tha day atter the sarmon ko hinw 1o organaa, 30 wa studed the Rod IJ.: ton Road. YWe nad free clothing, 8 Ir'.--.- oo
all tha Niw York newspapars nbalad em Book o ot program, all these things, Mos| imiporiantly, we

“King Cormmae, ™ and you could saa the cam WENT Qo0 0000, GIganchEg STkes, oS ke

JaEn 10 einonrd hin On 1ha East Coast, wia knaw about Alsx Hing that from 5 o' clock i Ha moiming

End tha Red Guards H-r- VWK was patiermnad
pYnen LN, King died, | was in school in upstate atteer thia Hed Guards. 1T was ois-upsimanship Tha Fanthess stopped wianng the biack beret
Meerd TOTE. | saw The reachan O 1ha wivls Kigs T'----'-. Sorp Jhe Had G..ﬁ’f.i:; But what vwas tha and leather mckal in the and of 1968, Paonls
theré and the reacion Of Iha paopia n the com- WWKS The Boxer Rebalion. You can'i gat belist Nk that went on and on, and i1 Odn L ¥

Mty There was a8 nal | drioooea oul o than that. The mMovements Worse vary r“-"r.r'-r-L [ siopped thal ecausa 1 made it easy 1or paonsa
SCOoo and Denad Te moyarnant. | O aireddy gd. The raal prablam wias that we thdn't have to mfiltrate. That all stcoped baeforp ha Fanthe

DEan QoD 109 movemant things 1or o .-'l.!iil 5Nl 3 fax machines. We sent letters, bul many timeas 21,1 think, | carmne i attar the Yanthar 21
malt batora that, but adter D, Kang was killed, i lattars Were intarcepied, so people oot m

nmad the Anmad Evans Defense C r|r1"|'|'.1r'-r- Alpianes Tha good thng abodt the Panther Party was
A0 Evans wWas a polincad prsonar in thal 1t brought the ides of socsalsm. Lal's ook
Milwaukeo, a brother in the ghetio who dared THE PANTHER DAILY GRIND ol this (Mao's) revolutonary dediogy from Ching
shoo! back at tha Klan. S50 we got togaethar o ard bring o intn (the Afncan context. And than
defpnse Committes startad bacommg mvowed with the Panther taka i D the Ameancan context understangng

F‘.u Y in June I'EH:-EP when | dropped out of that we gre colongad as peopia of color in the
ASIAN-AMERICAN ACTION Schodd. | got closer and Clxser to the Fanthear gheftos of Amearica Chinatown s 3 grr'-". . IWVK
FParty and jomed m Decembar 19689 When | eaicl the - sama thing
YWhER | was 16 1 poened tThe Asin Amencans ol ifed the Fanthar Pary | telkoed 1o Athena
Action AAA) IR The-and of 1968 and the | Wi Shakur and Bashir Saunders, | told Bashir | had S0 we began 1o loox-al neccolonalsm,
Luan (VWK) in 1863, Vvhen | wias goung Back and bén N these oths! crgangations and could | ba Warxmm, Ho Chi Winh, angd thasa 1111?'1';n: aloy

WTh Trom SChodd | veouid OO 10 meatngs I a contact between tha Harlem Branch of tha O'O0es and how 1o bang tThem ogather i [hé

WES Al uNcommon Lo belang 10 mons than one Fanithat Farty and the WK and AAA. For a litis contaxt of the United States. For example,

of At i, | ined o do 1hal Dul | OOt 1otaly sul- Moo had hes bargfool doctons. we would have
cumad Dy an the Inings | nad 1o 00 wiith the our Bargiool GoCiors and ouf 'Il.hl Ith Canters. Ve

Iaking a cua fram Yun Kochwama and bemga Panthar Party dicin’'t believe in Wesiam amything, so :I yiLs

miult-racial parson, | mad (0 haip people ooga: WElE Oning 10 be a barelont doctorn you wang

FISTS OF RIGHTEOUS HARMONY &, 1o wons

With the Western powers jomming their coflective tongues down El'qim'aim:-::lmdﬂ‘-al‘-'-nnchu
Ch'ing dynosty shocking up in the Forbidden Cily in 1895, a secret society of patriots formed and
mﬂﬁ themselves | W::rﬁlimn—-ﬂ'm Fists of Righteous Harmany. This ga'nr.q:iﬂ-fmdh.rrh-::n-hwmg
martiol arfists became known o foreigners as the Boxers.

The IWK's initial goal was to run the Ch'ings cH'I-:i’rl'n&WaﬂHrEﬂ out of Ching, but the Empress
Duwugurumwm&dﬂwnhﬁnw;mﬂu lo influence, Christion muumunm.{'.hmme converts,
lnpmindﬂmmdﬂiﬁmhﬂlmnﬁgmnwm;plmm

Fmrgnh' | and busingsspeop hwuﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁwﬁmhmﬂ!mﬁrﬁ
Paking e Empress Dowonger's 58 to on empty, he | alist
fnr:mnf'Eurnpﬂnndﬁmarmu ad to crush both the Boxers and the Ch'ing rulers.

llug-m:l the capital cify and nﬂﬂlﬂd on economic and pdﬂ!u:l:] pang ]::mg o w-:H.IH last 1.|n11| fhis
Communists seized control of China olter World War |1,

The Boxers" skin wosn't bulletproot and their achions weren't exoctly hormonious. They tendad to be xenophobic and reachionary, Bul the IWK's couse
was rightecus and the ocfivists in New York's Chinalown named themselves affer them
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ropaganda

THREE TAPES THE HARD WAY .t roomue

Hete are o Tew lapes o get yau info the mindsat of revaluhion to High! back ogaingl your opprassers. Jure,
there are tons ol lapes oul thers thot miﬂh! represant Fighring back, but this is o grea little collaction that

ranges from the fake ond funky to the hard and real

BLACK GESTAPO Aporox. 70 min. Direcior Lee Frost. No nome recognifion on this tope liks Dosemite or Shalt, bul you oo
get o Bleploied view o how power gets corupied. A black man, Rod Perry o Generol Ahmed, wonh fo storl o Witts
block ormy and he gets & going, but then it splinters off in o bod ongle. The People’s Army Geoup squan off with cheesy
ling, prosttution, ond drug markel comered. The army iokes over with violence ond
qebs too fot, they get o training compound with swarms of big-breasted white women ond are living like Idi Amin Generol
ahmed gets word of this and its up fo him o set everything stroight. Meanwhile the whifeys get drjven oul of fown, Wi
qun battles, freebie breast shobs, pimp slaps, and militont unitorms, <hil goes oft in this film; These onen't exocly any Block

white racketeers wha have the gomb

Pomtheers in this film, bt i's o satire on how locol armies get siarbed

THE FBI WAR ON BLACK AMERICA &0 min, This documantary by Denis Mosller and Deb Ellis has greot select footoge
b Malcolm X MUK and same Block Ponthers. I troces fhe COINTELPRO, the FBI, police, and the KKK whao were out fo

destroy the block revolubionary mavement by killing the yaung ond outspoken Fred Hompton, X, and MUK, amang marry
athars. With interviews with Kothlesn Clecwver, FBI hethmony, Huey P Newlon, Geronimo Froit, H. Rop Brown, and Adarm
Claytan Powell, this film is heawy an the Panthers. Although it clocks in a bit too short, it gives you on ides of what really

happened

BROTHERHOOD OF DEATH 85 min. Director Bill Berry. No ity folks here. Brotherhond of Disoth siorty off with block
Vietnam Wor soldiers who come back ond end up in the South. A locol block woman gebs roped, ber boyfriend gels beod
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T & Nt eventhiimg. i was 8 Tuti|g /aailny, tnougn . You ragiee 10 INE aLAy's Naml. M0 S8y It you come back e, you're fugked. " And
I | | M the sustem Trorm wiethio tha cops had o proaram goirkd in MNew York, aan Fmntsco, and Los
Anigeies bacause drogs weide coming 0 through the militany, Thay Tound
ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE aul iy the Vistnam Yvar that. @ 101 of brothers cams Bbacs and 539 that gdrugs
era s aanil (f Do Bacs 1o 1hE ghaltos. vye raglired ciass Wiikns .8
had been a photagrapher belore | was in the Biack Panther Parly, | s&1 i SOy hisy Wera dastrawng the revoiul
Sk TO0 TN Darly, 0ACaUse Lmay ddaan 1 sWant @ oiolograpner cofming of
tha-strasts. I was kind of suspicious. | prcked i up again bacause of THE WAY TO SURVIVE
' i Parks book, Choce of Plieaoon Latarn, | became nends with
Colfan, | ereil hurn with savind my Iife, aclually, =g gavy me Qiragiion Bm insgnificant, And | 9on T pretend to speak far the anfire manvemernt,
YVhan vou'ra m e made of fevalution ang yau e thinking that vou e Bul | Can spea« honestly aboutl Thosse thal | Knaw, Ve ware willing 1o sac
QETg 0 E8l (e . BEABITey, JF fRen yone Sind tHRAT fREr | Yedy O ENErs NCE QU W vl 1 NEEO DE -1 our feliow human baa 4 ANg Oull Paopia i
ity wWithout having to' kil poople, hat's quite Eperating tha ghetto who might even hate us Evenybody was 17, 18, 20-nabody
thaughl they' d ive 1o be 30. Everybody. thought they would ba Gead. |
Tha fitm. Al Powar 1o the Paapla. ts an orcanizing toal 1o halp people in the dunk far the 218t centuny. Maoism is0°t going 1o maks it M
hlack commnity say. ~ Look. Asians 2ra nol vour anemy.” Onginally 5 1 L Emnism 8ren'1 geing 10 maka il Pegp'e ara gowng 10 have (o maks g nay
Wl wvs wianiad (o have ang part gbout the As:@an moyyamant one par kind of athic, Maloodm sad. " Think Tar yvoursatd ™ You don't nead anybody
ahigut the Latino movament, ord parl gahout The AfficaEn movaman bl o tell you what 1o do, Malcolm never 3aw a lax maching or the Inteme
e mandate wa got fram Gamen TV was 10 do the Fanthel Party. 50 we This stulf 5 new. Thing in a8 new way, Organes ina naw way, That's 1
REd 1o 100LS On That ol we still Tred in the ext af the Him o maka Wiy 10 Buryivao
i [ i FEY DI e i Fathvaoating that e overthrow
QST 71 mmeans. Ut | nm AR 1 TLITE ' wRISHT Will Bl SIS QR
. Feanl ight 1o e aware and ey | 30611 o R Tuturs
e LWL Ci=hich| 1004 ne Al Payvar o it Ll e d
ORIGINAL GUERRILLAS ithiar Party ahd Bayond can ba purchased for 530 00 1 Eii M
MNews Group, PO Sox 862049 A, QD0RL, Ls K W OWWDICK] '
#faaple wen on the TV today and Bobby aeale sailing Barpecusd Spa iawriaae new o gntary atoul nuciear pollution
| Hhay dof L raghire thal ) vears ago Ne wasn | SEling pErbacya
fibs Thay ook a1t Gafonmo =mEtt &nd think ' s HEes Tal
OG 0G ain't shit. He's' an old guarritla, that's what e 5 The youth has
plhigdy [rom our panarason in thae mansiraam that s telling the truth
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The Panthas Party was antl-drugy. The Panthar Party, tha Young Lords, and
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up, ond the thres whits perpetroiors walk
afound strufting, The ax-saldiers dacida tha!

oing o the church and falking cbout it is no
ang-nt good enough. Alongaide he funky
missic score; thay hight back and beat the shit
out of one of tha man, But aler the nice locol
sheritt gats murdared by the Klan whilg imest
gofmg the murder of o block man; the locols
pet organized to fight bock ond beaf the shif
put of |ha Klan, ond they do it with force ond
broins, I'm not sura it Beock Panthers wers
paantitul in tha South, but this. brotherhood wos
solid anough o ake core of The Mon
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PAT SUMI MET THE NORTH VIETNAMESE GENERAL

Pat Sumi was one of the individuals we wanfed o interview for this orticle. But os we ware getting
our editorial minds up-to-date, Pal passed avway, stricken with cancer. According o Lea Lew-lee, she
wanted o copy af the phatogroph of the delegation o Asio before she possed oway. Eldridge
Cleaver, who hed the neqg, never made o copy lor her. This image you see above was liberoted
from Cleaver's book, Soul on lca.

Pal grew up in East LA, admittedly @ model Asign getting good grades and, lo quale Mao, “a frog
at the battom of a well.” She troveled throughout the US 1o get a glimpse of how life really worked
sutside of her home. She went fo Africo in 19465 and learned thot the people there have elements in

common with Asians. Aler college, sha traveled to the South, where she sow poverfy and rocism
firsthand, This is where she realized that her life was going fo change. Aler altending grod schoal,

Sumi moved back West ond joined a hipple commune in 17467

Later, she helped set Up o colfeshouss near Comp Pendleion in San Diege to falk to Gis about what
the heck they were doing and what was gaing an. "When you start messing with the froops, you're

massing with the power thot The Man has to contral most af the so-called ‘free world,"” said Sumi in
a 1971 Gidro interview, Her group helped organize the Movemenl tor Democralic Militory, which
sounds like an cxymoron, Although she admits that they did some good, they also messed some sol-
diers’ minds up. In recognition of her work, Sumi was inviled to join the Anfi-imperialist Peopla’s
Elehg-gnri-nn on their irip fo Naorth Koreg, Narth Yietnom, ang Ching. [Alex Hing, who }ninm':i the dal-
egolion os o mamber of this Red Guard Parly, alks about the Inip on pogs 79.)
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EAST BAY STORY|

BERKELEY
AlD BEYOND

ton of e-mails and phone calls led me to the Asian-
owned, movement-rooted Eastwind Books shop on
Shattuck Street in Berkeley. rhors where | met with Richord Aok

(charter member and Field Marshal of the Black Panthers and spokesperson of UC Berkeley’s Asion
American Political Allionce), Harvey Dong (worker and tenant organizer), Steve Lovie (member of
Wei Chi Min and worker organizer), and Vicc Wong (o founding member of UC Berkeley’s AAPA, involved
with SNCC. and worker orgonizer). Eostwind was too small for all of us, so we procured o corner booth
ot o nearby Burger King. It was weird to talk 1o o bunch of political radicals in o corporate death-
burger joint, but sometimes the most dangerous place is the sofest ploce.

PART I: STEVE LOUIE explains, "We were trying to organize people to

OF FOUR
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take things into their own hands and bacame polil
"“The Asian Movement was tremeéndously liberat- ically conscious,”
ing.” says Stave Louia, sifting through his collac:
tion of slides, prints, and redical newspapers from  Unionizing the Lee Mah electronics and Jung Sai
tha aarly 1970s. garmant workers was ane of the group's big strug
gles. Both batties ended bitterly when the electron-
The third-generation ABC first became involved s owners struck a deal with the union and fired
with Asian activism in 1969 when he was studying the workers and the garment workers walked oul
sociology at Occidental College in Los Angeles. and Jung Sal went out of business.
When he received a scholarship for independant
study, he used it to travel the Bay Area, Boston, Whean the Vietnam War ended. so did WMS. "As
New York, and across the country whera "groups the war started to wind down in 1872, the more
were coming up like weeds."” politically aware groups began o embrace more
' revolutionary ideals. Struggling against the war
He settled in San Francisco, where he made con: and understanding the nature of the enamy
tacts during his travels, At this time, the caused a lot of us (o gravitate toward Marxism and
International Hotel was a center of Asian find inspiration from Mao. That's the direction |
American activism, with elderly Filipinos and want in.”
Chingsa living in the uppar stories and community

groups renting out the bhasemaeant, FPART 2: RICHARD AOKI

Louie joinad the Wai Min She, an anti-imperialist By the time Richard Aokl involved himsall with
and pro-worker group whose nama can be trans- Asian American activism, he had been active in
lated into "'l'.:l'rg:irll-'-_'mit:l-rl lar the People.” Loue three political movements:




