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FIRST PEOPLE’'S CHURCH — WINTER '69

After several weeks of visiting
Spanish Methodist Church an 11
and Lexington Avenue to ask the pastor for
permission o sart a breakfast program in
tha church basement, The Young Lords Party
decided to take the issua directly to the
congragation

Cn a Testmonial Sunday, Falipe Luciano,
Chairman of The Young Lords Organization,
rose to speak lo the parisnioners. But the
pastor had already asked several plainclothes
policemen fo st in the pews. They were
backed up by uniformed cops outsice. Thess
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urch members, and the Young Lords.
inutes after, the beafings ook place. Poiice
broke Felipe's arm in two places, gave several
Tords” and supporters saveral wounds on
eqtired sitches, When it was all
cwer, 13 "Lords” and "Lord” supparters were
arrested. Those arrested were ordered by the
rt o stay away from the immediate vicinity

e church.

The next Sunday, rather than retreat, The
Young Lords Party quickly occcupied the
h during services. re-named it the Pec-
pie's Church, chainad th ckaded
the esats. and began pre tion for breakiast
haaith care programs as well
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