BLATK WOMAN

By a Black Revolutionary

As | read and reread the words of love flowing from the minds of
black men for the white woman, 1ask myself - why? Are black men so
blind as not to see the beauty lying dormant in the black woman; wait-
ing to be discovered by the black man? Black women have exibited the
extreme In patience, waiting for the black man to discover himself
and then to discover her,

‘The roll of the black womanhas been duel since the times of slavery,
She has been the sounding board for the black man and his frustra-
tiong for 400 years; she has been provider and sympathizer for the
black man since his castration by the white racist when the slave ships
arrived from Africa. Yet today, they are still waiting to be discovered
by the black man. The black woman is in a peculiar position. As long
as her man {s deprived of his manhood, she is deprived of her man and
her full womanhood. She is alone; left by the wayside her man has
had a glimpse of freedom and has found that he has a m d of his own
and has left her for what promises to be his Utopia L a dead white
world,

Oh, black men, how can you ever wear the ¢loak of pride when you
are ashamed of whence you came? A black womb contracted to give
you life, Where is your gratftude? Where do your loyalities He? Wake
up, Wake up from your sleep of 400 years. Come 1o the aid of your
black mothers, sisters and wives, Black women are frightened. They
do not see a way to escape the chains that bind them without the help
of their black men,

The black woman should take a supportive roll in the bringing about
the awakening of the black consclousness of her man. Her main ob~
Jective should be to assist in the re-birth of the black man’s mind.
Her part is by no means small. She should let him test this new mind;
let him feel secure in this newly found consciousness. In this way he
can grow as his mind expands. He can then show his true manhood
when he has patience enough to make black consciousness understood
to his own first. There is no greater love than the love one can call
his own. But to realize who s your own and how to react to your own,
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cept something in place of freedom; a substitute of no value to the black
mind. But once the thought process is put into motion and we think in-
terms of freedom and learn what it means, substitutes no longer have:
value. The black woman must extract from the minds of her men and
children their needs, goals and aspirations so that she can more ef-
fectively play her part in this revolutionary struggle for freedom. Just
being a beautiful black women is not enough; it is what the black
woman can contribute to the black man that is important. The black
woman must learn to function outside thehome as well as in the house,
Just simply being a wife and mother is insufficient, she must show an
interest in her family and her immediate surroundings. She must learn
to be separate; to stop trying to be like the dead white ghosts that are
slowly dying. The black woman of today must create from her soul
a better life for the black family,

As the black woman’s mind changes so does her values. She begins
to see herself as having unlimited wealth, She can create new life and
glve added beauty to this creation. She then becomes an artist, exist-
ing solely for the purpose of helping the black man to achieve the
heights of his ambition.
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spurned the affections of the black woman out of hatred for himself.
He is subject to even more ridicule because of his white mistress, If
he can stand the pressure at this point, why can he not stand the pres-
sure without the white woman? He constantly seeks to avoid the white
man and severs all tles with the white world; but cannot rationalize
away the white woman,

Negro women at this point become very disgusted with their men,
Black women give them up as lost. This new class of black women find
themselves more and raore playing the roll of reformer. For they can
see the need of reclaiming their own., Unlike the Negro woman, the
black woman is not competing for the affections of the black man, she
is secure in the knowledge of self and race, Therefore, she can be the
reformer thatls needed in the 20th Century.

There is a definite difference between the Negro woman of today and
the black woman of today. The Negro woman still reveals the self-
hatred and keen competitive complex of the middle-class. This com-
plex is the result of the frustrations which they experience in at-
tempting to obtain acceptance and recognition by whites. The same
white men that are seeking to hinder the growth of the Negro man;
and the same white women that are stealing the affections of the Negro
man. Negro women are constantly critizing and belittling their men,
whereas black women sing the praises of their men. In fact, it is very
difficult for a negro woman and a black woman to communicate beyond
the news of the day, And, as a reformer, the black woman is striving
to close this gap between them, This I8 why the roll of a black woman
in this revolution is just as important as that of the black man,

The black woman understands when she sees a black man and white
woman, She understands that he is trying to escape the sorry roll that
he has to play in a racist American society. The black man, as we
have seen, {s living in a world of ki to shield hi if from
the harsh economic and social realities of the American way of life.
This world {s created out of the need to be recognized as strong and
capable black men. Whereas the Negro woman is decieved by this world
of make-believe, the black woman refuses to waster her time with
such delutions. She couldn't bring her man in out of the darkness if
she is in the darkness also. The black woman knows that the attraction
of the delusion of the white woman is enhanced by the belief that the
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