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“THEY TOLD ME | HAD TO
BE STERILIZED OR DIE”

RACIST DOCTORS TRY TO GIVE BLACK PANTHER
PARTY COMRADE GENOCIDAL HYSTERECTOMY

Comrade Sister Lula Hudson, a
member of the Black Panther Party,
had been feeling very poorly for some
time, and had been experiencing a
great deal of pain in her lower abdo-
men, She had previously had trouble
with Infections |n her reproductive
organs, and [t was decided that she
should be hospitalized, before her
condition grew worse,

Comrade Lula, whom her Comrades
call “*Smokey”’, was admitted to Mof-
fitt Hospital, in San Francisco, on
June 28th, 1972, Moffitt Hospital is &
Univeraity of Californla teaching hos-
pital, With a reputation among racists
ag one of the top ten hospitals in the
country, Moffitt (8, in reality, an
experimental haven for 'Dr, Frank-
enstein'' personalities, whodon't mind
testing their theories on Black and
oppreased people, What transpired
while Comrade Smokey lay helpless
In that hospital I8 & classic study
in raclsm and Black Genocide, She
wis lled o, Improperly diagnosed,
harassed by the F.B.I,, [nsulted and
Ignored by racist doctors and nurses,
and finally, on July 6th, was almast
rushed our of the hospital after belng
issued ““clearance'” for an early re-
lease, Comrades who went to visit
Smokey at Moffitr Hospital brought
back reporte of the lack of concern
and even open hostllity exhiblred by
the hospital's aaff rowards Smokey,
and all of the poor and oppressed
patients there, In general,

The following s Comrade Smokey's
personal accoiunt of the fascist ordeal
to which she was subjected ar Moffi
Haspital as told to the Black Panther
Intercommunal News Service and Re-
porter Mel Knox (Mote: The quoted
conversatlons  between Smokey and
her doctor are documented on tape
recordings.):

The initicl dicgmosis T orecetved at
Moffitt, after [ was examined by a
Dy, George Melody and o couple of
students, foundthal my wlerus was
retroverted lo such a point as to be
complately twed wpside douwn, bound
in that position by scar lissue as a
resull of having constant infections,
Now, they also diagnosed, al the time,
that at lzast the wright tube and the
right ovary were so dadly diseased
tha! anftbiofics were no longer able
to remowve. the infection; thal they
cowld only remove the surface symp-
toms of the infection; and that the
infaction iself was imbadded within

Comrade Smokey questioned the hospital a5 to the whole diagnosis; the alleged
‘‘necessity" of her having a completa hysterectomy, at 23 years of age,

the organs, so il was necessary, in

order lo stop the racurrvence of tha
infections, to vemove those orgons
completely,

Now, yesterday, when [ talked with
Dy, Donald Galen, who 'is the Chiaf
Resident Gynecologist here, and who
was supposed fo parform the surgery,
a complete hyvsteractomy, they were
supposed o remowve the wlerus, the
right (fallopian) tube, the right ovary,
dand  possibly the left ovary, He said
that he agreed with the oviginal diag-
nosis; that the hystereclomy was
neécessary, and so Jforth and so on.
Now, vesterday he suddenly reversed
hig decision and said tha! he had, in

Jact, not planned to doalystayectomy,

that he had planned to do explovatory
surgery to find out if a hysterectomy
were mnacessary. Also, yesterdoy
movning, twe maembevs of the F.B.L
were escorted p this room by o
member of the staff here, by a nurse
here,..

Dy, Galen

came in o my Yo

vight after that and said that my sur-
gery had been rescheduled, earlier
that morning, [ had talked with him
and we hod already rescheduled the
surgary for the I13th of this month,
He came in and he said that this re-
schedulod swrgery hod been can-
called,,,

{ fold him that what you're SaVing
is that you're not cancelling the sur-

gery because of thae visit from the

F.B.L, you're cancelling i because
of so-called indecisiveness on my
part, which we hod already discnssed
and we had come to an agreament on,
that [ was in dereemont with the
surgery as [ wunderstood it at that
point, He then said, ** Well, the hospilal
Just doesa’f waa! o gret mixed wp
the middie of anything like this, |
don't Enow whal affairs you have wibh
the F.HI, bt we'pe been having a
lot of strikes and we fust don't weanl
fo gel mixed up in the middie of this,
and this exiva time will give you
time to stroighten owl your affairs,
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“THEY TOLD ME | HAD TO
BE STERILIZED OR DIE”

RACIST DOCTORS TR
PARTY COMRADE GENOCIDAL

DR. DONALD GALEN, Head Rasident Gynecologist at Moffill Hospital, is the
vacist doctor chiefly responsible for bringing misary lo Comrade Smokey,

and almost sterilizalion.

CONTINUED FROM LAST PAGE

Il give you time (o think il over
and decide whaether you really want
to have the operation....

i then asked him the name of his
supervisor. I told him lhat | was
certain that he was subordinate lo
someong here. He gave me the name
af his supervisor, and I asked lo
see her, Dr, Carol Broga. She came
down and pcted os if she had mo
knowledge thal the F.B.I. had been
hera, She '‘wasn'l aware' of any of
the morning's activities at all, what-
soever, 5o, [ explained to her the situ-
ation, how the surgery had been con-
celled, had then been rescheduled,
and then, after the appearance of the
F.B.I,, kod been concelled ngain, So,
after [ had axplained tha entire  silu-
a'ion lo her, she soid, "The sur-
gery will be vescheduled on July the
13th, when you can coma in and have
the surgery done.'" From lalking with
her, [ gathered that they were wnder
the impression that the F.RI people
were heve in someé connaction with
the hospital. This is supposedly the
whole thing, that they didn’t want the
hospital to have anything fo do with
the F.B.L...

It was ot this point that we started
guestioning them as to the whole
diegnosis, as (o the aclual neces-
gily of my having, al 23 years of
age, a complete hysterectomy, and
were thers any allernatives lo having
that done. With this, they went inlo

a huddle. They had a meeting doun
at the emd of the hall, ond they be-
came very reluctant to speak with
us, fto talk with us, [ loter asked
to se¢ Dr. Galen,again, who cama
in, and vrefused [o falk because d
tape recorder was on, Dr. Galen
Finally didsay that all the doctors
had agreed with the original diag-
nosis, bul that he had mol planned
ta do a hysterectomy, anyuay; he
had planned fo do exploratory sur-
gery... He then informed me that
Dy, Brago, who is the Head of lhe
Gynecology Depariment, and Dy. Ev-
nest Page, who s the Chairman of
the Obstatrics and Gynecology De-
partment, wowld be along with him,
and that they would be in fomorrow
morming o examine me. Suddenly,
they were " concemned'. Al that point,
he said they would confer and ““decide
just what was best” ... After they had
already insisted hystevectomy was the
only solhdion.,.

This morning (July 7ik), then, Dy,
Page and Dy, Braga came f(and I
might add thatDr. Galen has been
removed from the case)... Dr. Page
and Dr, Braga examined me this
morning, and they safd that they agreed
with the original diggnosis also, Bul,
Dr. Pogealso felt thal at this bime
a hysterectomy may not benecessary;
that “maybe there is soma type af
heat {realment'’ that I could have,
that might help me, He says he's
mova of a conservative he has a
comsarvalive opinion, He feels that

Y TO GIVE BLACK PANTHER
HYSTERECTOMY.

g’ should trythis, "we"" showld
try the heat freatment (pelvic short
wave digtharmy); to see whather this
works or not, I asked him why wasn't
this exposed to me befora, why wasn'l
I made awave of this bafore, instead
of just saying, wall, you've got tohava
a hystarectomy, And he said, ", .. well,
'3 a matter of opinions®’,.. He said
then that he would need some fime fo
observe me, and lo find answers,
because [ had osked soma questions
as to, for exampla, how some of tha
symptoms that [ had, like nausea,
vomiting and so forth, were associ-
ated with the pelvic disease. He said
that he couldn’'t answer that and Hhat
he would have to observe me for soma
Hme before he would beable loanswer
that,..

Now they've dischavgad me from tha
hospital here, They discharged ma
today; they're getting the papers ready
now, for me to sign to be discharged
{o leave this hospital, 'l be going
to the very “axclusive' Samual Mer-
ritt Hospital in Oakland, for the heat
treatments, Suddenly, many closed
avenues have been opendd,.. Suddenly
I have an alievnative, whare before
had nome: ** You have to gel this hys-
teraciomy, you have to have this taken
ond," Now they're saying that there
is such a thing as these heal treat-
ments that | cowld [ry. And. @ want to
know why [ couldn't iry these things
bafora, Thay ware ready Wednesday
moyning at 10 o'clock lo remove my
tubes, my uterus, and my ovary, Now
they're saying that this might not be
necessary...

You sza, this is a teaching insti-
lution ond when shudents coma here
they're orientated lo, from whal |
understand, a teaching, educational,
patient care, in that order, hospital...
I was going lo be used so that they
could observe. They had even fold me
that during the opevation, there would
be othar peopla observing, At this
poiat, [ think this whole situation is
roing lo have to be re-considered...
Hecause it's as though they suddenly
discovered that the heal breatments
were apailabdle,.. I intend lo see other
doctors; I don't intend to accept this
diagnosis, bocouse [ accepted the first
ong and you see what that tumed out
to be.., ! dom'l have very much faith
in doclors,

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE
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