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INTERVIEW WITH SCANDINAVIAN REP. OF
BLACK PANTHER PARTY: CONNIE MATTHEWS

by Kiaus Pedersen of ''Land and
Falk™ {Communiel Uryan)

Panihers' mosi important wieagana

Maraiam, Foud ard Medicing

ELALE: Copsls, Just sonie back-
Erouid on B the BPP placted
and whai wore ihn Teasons for
taking the dirpctlons they hove now
lakesT

CONNMIE; Very brlellypn [m |96G
luey T, Howlan our lesdsr and
Bohiby Seals our Chalrman, gol bo-
geiber gnd decided thak the cilot.
lag organizations st that ttme had
no Mdoclogy ard. ware ot king
=i moddint  dhe noeds of (ho
makses of iho pocpds, laving road
Yanon md the works of Mao ey
wire able (o son {he profilem as
n cless situggle, The firsd con-
efabe hing by dld was lo draw
Bp i LD ei platform snd pro-
gram kmsed on ibe nosds of tho
peopin b (he Black communiiise,
Pidnt Ko, 0 sinies ' We wonl &
lmmediate e Lo polloe brudality
and murdér of Dlack people’! And
they decided 18ai overy Hischk par-
mon in U eommuniiy coald relale
i Uils &0 ol can Ume of ancthet
ey hed comi o contaci wilh
1% briutallty of the jilga.And so
poird Mo, ¥ was Implemented frst,
Huey snd fobby ihen startod o
puired the cumomuniliss seeordin
helr enmeitutional rightn snd
At Wi alficers of ik b carry-
ing wot ibelr duty, This way thay
wire sbls o educate the peopls
o 10 what thelr rights wors when
ihd pdgs minihaedled then, Thia
In esssnoe wan the beglialag of
e PP, Al Ghis Hme it was oaly
on a regionil basls, Bod soon after
tha mpleodn at Sscramenls when
38 Papthery wonl ke {0 chenre
fho  law  makers  introducing
mew laww, thay recelved natiooatl
eenvarage, amd the  BPP tacame
known aoross 15 natton, They ihen
eommencesd fo realige other points
af tho 10 pednt plat i o
gram by lalcoducing isl pro-
Joeds Into the communttes, Alp

of hungry ol
tedoen golmg Lo s
bedn alile o Ak up Eres Health
Clnies aed Fovosdutionary Schoola,
A chuplurs ore
scattored o natlon, A
Ereid e anbly wark 18
tering done when - anthers
U communitien and gducale (e
an 1o’ the irun nobure of this
secloty aml who

fle ore luaghi bh
tsm |s only o guise aid e uily
solutlon 1x soclalinm, At thls polet

1
[ wanld Jike G0 claridy wmo points

gl Hhal la that we da nob dly-
regari rae Wi i
capliallsm ity raéiami oo s

e eauso mnd the other s effecls
il 4t epdes toorid e world
waslon and niclal fessloas
tmperiallam

KLAUS: Toece has uen
d@pi] of confusion nat anby |
mark but other ploces sboul what
Frlly Em thi LER.
Ml maybe wie | jasl comtom=

el Eillc, Would
o o plain the udt of 1bsh eons
fesdon aned why 1t has {aken place
anef cinrity some of the polds that
you Lhink the Scandimivians ko
bevn minintirmed on

CONKIE; Fliret of all I axplalesd
that 1% goala of tdw BHPP Gre set
ot elearly o our 10 paint-plat-
fores amd program ase dhis has now

been translated  Into Swadesh,
Danlsk, French and German, Cine
of the protiems | belleve, is that
the HPF coneenirntes oo daing s
ecanmihlly wirk In 8 Black codm -
Enunllles And that Egropeans Flod
this hard to understand an thoy do
ol grasp felly the axtent af racial
Iimis |n te nlked Siales, The BPD
Eelld cther sthnde groups who bave
the same ideobogy ihat they should
wark Inthalr commueliiom and sdu-
cate thelr peaple te @ leval of
underataniding , wherohy the true
offresser mn be recognized and
the utiimabe alm |s then a United
Front, This polsd waa ol elariffed
o Ewropsans and wilh the ald of
e establishmesd press | poopls
werg wHing Lo lakal the BPT as
baing & reclsl arganlestlon, 1 s
noesssary, ani L am caly oo w il g
bima asd (e agals to ropeat o
Ewropean sudionces, that the BRF

|8 mpsaking atoul o world proles
tarian  covelutbon smil  recognize
themaslver as part af this, It is
u questlon af the appreeeor sgalne
Iha gpressed regatitoss of rade,
eElar oF procd, Oee of car major
drawhacis hag boen, of coursn,
tha {reguent viails al oar lerinsr
Prima  AMinddter Slokely Lar-
mlzhael to Kiiropo and be has been
[nEliamental |aleading penplo
an lo mer olass siand

KLAUS: Ong of 106 oroblams jon
have had o face Lsihat the spokes-
mhan youkave sent o bradd i e
very Tow did Lhoy have het really
asslased In clarifying your atand,

CONNIE; And | relurh 1o
tha prok ol Siokolyand the pro=
wiem of sol having tean abls to
sl spokesmen abroad, ¥ou havi
1o wndorstand (Bal ever slote e
fays  siartod oor leaders: have
wlihiry 1 im pr o out of jatl on
tromjed-gp cRAPEoR O KTY CONs
Umenlly being Bareassed by the
suthor|ies, resllzed the lm=
porianee of inberpadiond] eoptacts
wery eloacly and ikl was one of
Ehe f=dll redsans why Sekely was
appolated io-do what | am pow
|ng-and that was to ‘enlighien
ather people 68 10 Hur troe notare

ur sirupple, - Stakety has, of
furned out fo e & Mun-
olsg  dog mnd 4 lackey. He not

You.
{

oaly belrayed dbe trust of ko BPP
it of the Black commumily as
o whols, which we represent,
The pengle had a lot of coofidence
I him and because of the madoess
h& has perpetraied Hlack capitul-
Ism was able Lo got 2 hold in e
Black eomenusdibes, e wid oot
Ehe anly Black [esder responsiblo
fur thia but%ears now balking about
kim,
FLAUE; Where In. Sosely now?
CORNIE: I belinve ba
fn hiding,

Is InGuines,

KLAUS: Of course the struggio (st
Malealme ¥ Imlililed waa @ Yery

harah eno asd the price was Life.
Ui you think ihet this fight be=
twren the Biacks (s ovor ond that
the BPF wilh its [deology 18 &c-
capted In 13n Biack cosmmimiilen?

CONNIE MATTHEWS

{WIE: Wal]l praciieg lsthoeari-
uf the truth. The DPFP ls

treria
achieving what W started out bo
o aed 18w price has been very

Ejgh, Many Panthers have beim
murdered and masy ape in jall,
The maosl pecent, which | deslt
with at lengih at 1k demonsira-
thon @ days ago ls the kidnap-

ping and callcoading (o our Cralr-
man Bobhy Seale on irumped-up
chargns, We are, bowewer, odo-
coting the people tay by day and
we - updnTaiood why Maleolm 1oat
i Ao and whky many of s will
los# olirs, Afler Lis feturs from
Afries hn wus able 1o kake his
thinkizg froen A lower 1o 3 highes
levil mnd rocogRlie that this wis
& class stroggle. Wharse Malecim
loft off wi touk owver, The whole
point s tkai for evory- dlfe taken
wi bave too makesure ihet 4 s
mot 1w vain, bud el Il has served
fo ralse the level of the people’s
conaclousness, We ratand thal
viclory la nol just walliag for us
i will have to gl from
wratbon o the
ecan fall and edlie & rovodue
bl yom  casnul ]Iul-l o wxile ik
splrld af the prople which |s man-
fested in revelutfon. Asd once 150
peopie  afe aware. ibw morfo o
eptabiishmiend will oftack apd ho
mage thoy ottack Lhe mears te peo-
pie wibl rafly to suppord the Farty.

We must have fwith tn the poopke.
Thay are ihe onne we are fghting
Tha finsl deciaion will uli-
¥ b 16 Ehe hiands of the [

BELALUS: You spoke abogl Marxclsi-
Lentnigm snd Man, Can oos res
gurd 0 BT P an o so-calicd Macist
ParlyT

CONKIE: Wa  iake the  basle
Ideilagy of Marxiat-Lesisiam.
Muga  wrlkes |Inm more con-
Inmporary style which s saslor
b0 grasp, Howeyver, wo ars upahls
to  be degmatic in peiting things
Inlo practler becauss 48 Erie
Marzist-Leninisls we undorstand
ikat the condiifons =e are sub-
jected to gowvern otr tactles,

U5: Tha tmpresaton glven s
the patsliilimend preas has beon
o Phat the Panthors are o mill-
tank,  armsed pecple eausing &ls-
ordar and [t seoms (hal ihe extib-

lAment  Ras teen  succosshl o
leading e En belinge this,
COXRNLE; 1 think you faye biiedir-

pland ksl Vviolence” s 3 way o
living will Amerieans, Amerlca
was bullt on violeace= (he geno-
glds of 60 milbon [odbane, Thoy
sy remantialeed this and called
It *Cowboys End [adlans™, I le
obvious (et 15 only way 1o som-
st this viclepeo that che satablisk-
ment Geen Agalzel the opprossed
pooile la b0 use vielesss, The
onty wa¥ to get fld of ibs oum
|8 fo inko up ihe gun, For most
Egrapoanny 18 s diffiealt bo undnr-
stand as ithe pign do not reser
ta guhn, Fora [ong: timo Hisck
Amaricass remained nons=viclen
but: Martin Lisibar Kl=g was murd-
ereid, ‘Wa want piocs ded ifibere
was any way of reaching s spduthon
{0 the problem peacefully we wibd
do it Lhat way, et ihls fa impos-
sible. Look 2t Vielmsm, 1 owill
b quito edsy foo peed 30 mllion
Elacks 1o the gan chambsr or whats
wver nthas sdvanced form of toche
halogy they hsveal murderiig poo-

ple. and you' BExd befor belleve
It con and will Eappan mless we
roalal now,

KLAUS: As soon s Malcolm X
anderatood the meaning of the word
Istermaticaalism and clasess, he
bocame & tiread  aed wax dan-
Eorous, What abiul vola T You por-
Aunally, do you think yoo are bnad-

ing & very dangerous [Haf

COMNIE: The Amerigan establlishs
ment 18 wery clover, Thay know
that ns long bs they hawve & busch
af nlggers runnlsg around talking
about they want e kIl a1l Whites
and thal chey Bate all Whilas, 5By
are po throat, Whes jou gl somo-
ooe ko AMaloolm or s group ke
the BPP who say - Lot's gob
logul&er and gel 1o the rook of
the problem Thére are White ped-
ple znd othor pecgle of color wbo
ar fust za oppressed as wearn,
Thera I8 po polnt im just haling
pécgle becsuso of ihe color of
thelr skims = thon, of course, we
arn daggercis, Black people wers
not brought fram Alries loworkon
eolica plantatlons ani augsr plas-
faticna heeause Lhey wercs Black,
but bacatse they wero free labor
gpd wers: ussd  fo  advanoe
caplinlinm, Thesstabilshmmnt then
reklleas that thoss dumh nlggers
ar# not ao dumb enymore, In fnd-
Inpwhn e the probian I8 youars oo
iho pomd 1o flnding he scdutlon,
Rlack capitailsm wpd  federal
grants, wikieh we repsct, have taan
croafed as 3 smoke screct. For
ma parsesally | owmdorstsnd whal
T have to do and llke anyono olse
1 do not wani io dle but  that
fa ihe ooly way this opprosston
n stop by my helpleg o en-
lighden the peupse omsdde of (ke
United Stales &8 o iha Erue nakure
“of that decadent socloty ihen |
sxy ight On! Many 1lvws tal wera
more wileable thar mins have bes
loat,

KLALS: Enconolusian toll us bo -
shing abuuk your experieeso in Des-
mayk apd whal %e can da Lo cons
have storied Bara.

CONNIE: Moat Dianes aro inclined
fo whow ibe struggle ol opp and
poeoping In 3 romantlo way. They
feel dstached, That |t ls bapjemlag
samewhero alse, | have pepoabedly
fold e Danos  Ghat Lhey aro
eoverily endoralig America’'s acos
tican by bolonging 1o Nalo, ihe
world plg foree, by allowing
Ametican Inwsiments bo take &
stennghald In Duamarkand ibeyare
an  the werge of being a npo=
coloniallel dtate, Tho YTest caro
packape yuu ca&n sed 1o UE IR Lo
rslal  lmporlablsm  in year
EOUBLTY, gE1 ouk of Nalo, get back
your autcesmy  and force your
gotn nt fnka Laking a stand o=
gainst U3 lmporiallam, Dopol cons
Heon o Eell m& yei only howve
4 1/2 mitlion people, Wi Baye lg
stop (EInkiog in e rmaod eoaniries,
U5 fmporlalism has new goan b
the  moon and- where nextT ALY
parilng mossage |8 et tharearea
fow nohAclols Danss who resllos
ibe urgenoy of the sliuaiise, Con-
teme tg edicate your pocple to the
true nature of whai [s happenieg
snd Iet them wrdersiand the foll
mpanlng of Al Tower io s B

THE PEOPLE

DUE TO THE OPEN ATTEMPT TO SABOTAGE THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY FINANCE BY THE
FASCIST RICHARD NIXON REGIME, WE HAVE FOUND IT NECESSARY TO SHORTEN THE LENGTH

OF THE BLACK PANTHER NEWS SERVICE THIS WEEK. THIS IS CLEARLY AN ATTEMPT 10 SUPP-

RESS THE INFORMATION AND THE POLITICS OF THE PARTY THAT
NFED TN CARRY NN THF STRHAGIE WE HNDE FNR A CONSISTENT

SO DESPERATELY

20 PAGE PAPER IN THE FUTURE
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